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3 ROAD TESTS: 
CHEVY = How hot is the “hottest yet’? 


DODGE- What's under the 


‘look of success’? , 


MERCURY = how big is the “Big M’’? 


















































THE INSULATOR ...High-voltage patented a A 
insulator, developed and used only by Life-Long, has a ¢ 


hardness in the same range as precious jewels. You can 

identify Life-Long Plugs by the black insulators. This 

costly new material has 20 times higher thermal con- 
ductivity than ordinary insulators. 

THE BUSINESS END...New type 

solid electrodes have no points to burn 

off! The ‘‘business” end of Life-Long 

lug utilizes unique nickel-cadmium elec- 

rodes to produce fuller, hotter spark 

rcing from 21 or more points and 

reading around the full 360° circle. 

Life-L ugs approximately 40 times more firing 

surface than conventional one-electrode plugs, giving 
more efficient, even combustion. 

THE SHELL ...Made of a new alloy developed specifi- 

cally for Life-Long by modern metallurgy. Unlike old style 

2-piece shells, the Life-Long shell is one precision- 

machined piece fused to the Ebanite insulator under 

tremendous hydraulic pressure and induction to make a 

positive seal. This prevents “blow-by,” major cause of 
failure in plugs with 2-part shells. 
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LIFE-LONG SPARK PLUG CORP., Dept. MT-36 
140 Kansas Street, El Segundo, California 


Please mail postpaid_____registered sets of Life-Long 
Nickel-Cadmium Spark Plugs guaranteed to increase 
my car’s mileage, speed and horsepower. (Set of 6, 
$8.95; set of 8, $11.95.) 


Name 
Street 
City 

Year of Car 


Make of Car 
1 enclose [) check 


Zone State 
Model of Car 


No. of Cylinders 
OJ cash CD money order 
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“LIFE-LONG NICKEL-CADMIUM 


Ftp ARE GUARANTEED TO: 
, —End plug replace- 4—Improve acceleration 


ment costs 


2—Step.up engine 
seflinower , 
3= Increase your 7—Never need 
gas: mileage empregapping 
liction of sénsational new- 


g Nickel-Cadmiitim Plugs, the 
the “most, trouble- 


5 —Give smoother idling 
6—End engine knock 


‘car once you ih- 
=A Plugs! 

ONG—WORLD’S ONLY PL 
f FULL-CIRCL NG 
Life-Long’ revolutionagy “ring of fire” 
principle 4 the first major improvement in 
plugs i 
spark aréing between the same two points, 
the Life-Long Plug makes a hot spark 400% 
to 500% in volume, spréad around 
the entire erence othe solid elec- 
trode. The n strokes@f today’s high- 
compression @ngines isi@0 powerful that it 
"the spark produced 

by old type plugs. i 

with Life-Long’s 


- electrode temperature. 
The causes of wéa@r, burning and insulator 


failure are elimi 


SELF-CLEANING, 

Plug fires simulta 

side the shell, fuel 

same time a powerf: 

created by the pist 

blows out the carbon. Power loss is pre- 
vented and you get greatly increased horse- 
power and gasoline mileage. If a series of 
road tests, some cars have shown 10 horse- 
power gain, mileage increas@ 15% and more. 
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SPARK PLUG CORPORATION 
140 Kansas Street, El Segundo, California 


CaS 


years. Instead of small “spot” og 


OIL INDUSTRY RESEARCH DISCOVERS 
AMAZING ELECTRODE SECRET 


Research engineers of leading oil com- 
panies recently revealed that nickel- 
cadmium is the most perfect material 
yet developed for the electrodes of 
spark plugs designed for modern high- 
compression, internal combustion auto- 
mobile engines. The nickel-cadmium 
solid electrode of the Life-Long Plug 
has ideal characteristics of extremely 
high conductivity and durability, being 
able to withstand temperatures of 3500° 
indefinitely. 

BUILT-IN CADALLOY CATALYST 
These same research engineers also dis- 
covered that a new alloy (which we 
call Cadalloy) introduced into the com- 
bustion chamber of a plug, acts as a 
catalyst to produce the most efficient 
fuel combustion. Life-Long Plugs are 
the first to use thisimportant discovery! 


SOM ros con. OWNERS OF 12-VOLT 


TOS. Conventional plugs, designed for 6- 
volttelectrical systems, do not function well 
in modern 12-volt systems. Life-Long Plugs 
are i to handle twice the voltage 
-ap Mf Gevolt systems. If your car has 
a 12-volt system don’t be misled—only Life- 


Long gives you full plug efficiency! 

LIFE-LONG PLUG‘ CTUALLY COST 
LESS! Aét of Life-Long, Nickel-Cadmium 
Plugs will outlast six or more sets of ordi- 
fhary plugs. You end repla¢ement costs 
completely. Yet the set of 6 Life-Long Plugs 
costs only $8.95 each. Set of 8 only $11.95. 


ORDER REGISTERED SET FOR YOUR 
CAR NOW. Life-Long Nickel-Cadmium 
Spark Plugs come to you in a tamper-proof, 
laminated plastic container. Sealed 

at the factory, your 
Life-Long 

Plugs are 

not touched 

until you se 
break the seal. 


qe yout 


ruse 
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wp one 


PLEASE NOTE: The Life-Long spark plug is differ- 
ent in every way —not just an “improved” plug, 
but an entirely new engineering development! 


OPPORTUNITY FOR DISTRIBUTORS 
Many choice territories are still available. All 
territories are awarded on an exclusive basis, 
protected by a written franchise. No charge for 
franchise. Write, wire or phone today. Cable: 
Sparcorp, Los Angeles. 
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Now — Whether You're a 
Beginner or Expert Mechanic — 
You Can “Lick” Any Job 


on Any Car Built from 1940 Thru 1955 


Now you can tackle any repair job on 
any car, and do it quickly, easily, right 
the first time! MOTOR’S BRAND-NEW 
AUTO REPAIR MANUAL shows you 
how—with crystal-clear pictures and step- 
by-step directions. 

No guesswork. This giant illustrated guide 
tells you where to start; what tools to use. 
Leads you easily and quickly through 


cedures for their own motor 
car line. Now the editors of MOTOR 
have gathered together this wealth of “Know 
How” from over 160 Official Shop Manuals, 
“boiled it down” into crystal-clear terms in 
one big handy book! 

This giant guide makes every operation on 
any car easy as A-B-C! Eliminates trial and 
error — saves you work and money. 


Pays for Itself the First 








the entire operation. Covers everything ° 
from a simple carburetor adjustment to OVER oueen You Use ie h 

a complete transmission overhaul. 2 MILLION : anual will more than pay 

for itself the first time you use it! Here’s 

Everything You Need to Know COPIES | ILLUSTRATED step-by-step guidance 

: a SOLD! you need to service and repair all types 

This BIG, NEW REVISED Edition of Engines, Fuel Pumps. Ignition Sys- 








covers everything you need to know to 
repair any car built since 1940—including all 
1955 Models. Over ONE THOUSAND giant 
pages (each almost a foot high!), 2,900 ‘“This- 
Is-How” pictures — clear drawings, diagrams, 
cut-away photos — make every step EASY. 
291 “Quick-Check” charts—more than 23,436 
essential repair specifications. Over 225,000 
service and repair facts. Instructions and pic- 
tures are so COMPLETE so CLEAR — you 
simply CAN’T go wrong! 

Even a green beginner can do a good job. 





tems. Generators. Voltage Regulators. 
Starting Motors. Clutches. Overdrives. Uni- 
versals. Axles. Brakes. Power Steering. Wheel 
Alignment. Tool Application. ALL Automatic 
Transmissions - AND MUCH MORE. 


SEND NO MONEY 

Try This Book at OUR Risk 
Just mail coupon and we’ll send this giant 
manual right to your home or 
shop. TRY this famous guide 
for a full week—FREE! See for 





oo NS- 
1c TRA 

MAT ily covered 
ction. ‘ 


“Never knew anything about repairing cars 
until I got this wonderful book. Easy to see 
closeup pictures of every part. Has paid for 
itself time and time again.” —P. Pemper, Wisc. 





the EASY, Step-by-Step Way to 


IX ANY CARIN A JIFFY! 


Engines, Brakes, Transmissions, Rear Ends, Carburetors —Yes, Any Part 


oe 
we 





Beginner Raves About Book... 


So Does Expert 
“Have been a mechanic for 25 years. MO- 
TOR’S Manual still takes me out of the tight 
spots. And it’s simple enough to be under- 
stood by average person.”” —V. Lauria, Nev. 


MAIL COUPON NOW FOR 7-DAY FREE TRIAL 

















And if you’re a top mechanic, you'll be . +. 3 
; : yourself what a time-saver it is. MOTOR BOOK DEPT. 
amazed at the time-saving procedures. If this tock duadatt pay fae Se ‘ Desk 50-C, 250 W. 55th St., New York 19, N. Y. i 
The “Meat” of Over 160 Official self in the first 7 days, just re- Kush to me at once (check box opposite book you want): 
line dentate turn it and pay nothing, owe I] [) MOTOR'S New AUTO REPAIR MANUAL. If O.K., I will {l 
: F . nothing. MOTOR Book Dept., remit $2 in 7 days, $2 monthly for 2 months and a final Jo 
g pay- | 
Engineers from each automobile plant in Desk 50-C, 250 W. 55th St., New ment of 95¢ (plus 35¢ delivery charges) one month after that. 
America worked out these time-saving pro- York 19, N. Y. { Otherwise I ry a _ ee in 7 days. (Foreign I 
price, remut cash with order. 
. USED BY U.S. ARMED FORCES ! [] MOTOR'S New TRUCK REPAIR MANUAL. If O.K., I will I 
Same FREE 7-Day Trial on MOTOR’S { remit $2 in 7 days, and $2 monthly for 3 months, pilus 35¢ i 
New TRUCK REPAIR MANUAL delivery charges with final payment. Otherwise I will return 
- r COVERS 737 MODELS — | book postpaid in 7 days. (Foreign price, remit $10 cash will ] 
Huge illustrated guide covers 98% of all ALL THESE MAKES { order.) j 
trucks made from 1946 thru 1955. Over 
2,000 illustrations; 300,000 facts. Covers Buick Ford Nash | Print Name. RB iccicsintinns I 
all gasoline engines, as Cadillac Frazer Oldsmobile | | 
well as Cummins and Chevrolet Henry J Packard i Address. | 
— pieces. ven | Chrysler | Hudson | Plymouth City ea 
wn ge on ra Crosley Kaiser Pontiac I ia Check box and save 35¢ shipping charge by enclosing WITH cou- I 
rial, check proper x De Soto Lincoln Studebaker pon entire payment of $6.95 for Auto Repair Manual (or $8 for | 
in coupon. Truck Repair Manual.) Same 7-day return-refund-privilege applies 
Dodge Mercury Willys —————e ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ee ee ee ee ae oe ee 
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IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 





TURN YOUR HOBBY 


INTO A CAREER: 








Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 


& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time! 
Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automo- 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 
Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World”— America’s most auto- minded city, 
center of Hot Rod and : r R 

pret 


Sports Car activ- aa 

ity! Mail coupon 8 (Pf 

right now! witaal ! arb rai) th 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered. 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 

THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
to keep. 


EARN WHILE YOU LEARN? youcanstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once. 

APPROVED FOR G. |. TRAINING 
Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 








NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster’ 
Mail coupon today to one nearest yo 


we AUTO. MECHANICS 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 187 N. La Salle St. 
iN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 





MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 








“] Check if interested ONLY. in Resident Training 
at Los Angeles. VETERANS: Give date of discharge 


L-—--——— 


i NATIONAL SCHOOLS. Dept. DW-36 1 
1 4000 5. FIGUEROA STREET 187 N. LASALLE ST. J 
] LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 1, ILL. I 
i Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample r 
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 

I I 
r NAME. BIRTHDAY __ 19 _ 

I 
| ADDRESS. iia a 
fcr —— | 
| | 
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Even dreamier-even newer 
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... ready and waiting to 
take you places as you've 
never gone before, in new 
style that will draw admiring 
glances wherever you go 


One trial spin in the new Thunder- 
bird is enough to quicken the pulse 
of even the most seasoned driver. 
You feel vou could drive all day .. . 
just enjoying the enormous Thun- 
derbird Y-8 power as it sesponds to 
your slightest command! And you 
can have it with Fordomatic, Over- 
drive or Conventional Drive. 

You can choose power assists to 
help you steer, stop, control the 
windows and seat. Cornering never 
was flatter. The ride was never 
better. And, depending on your 
whim, vou can have a convertible 
fabric top or a removable hardtop— 
or both. You feel extra safe, too. For 





you know Ford’s exclusive Lifeguard 
Design rides with vou. 

You feel just a little proud when 
you pull up at a light. You know 
that your car’s long, low lines are 
the most distinctive on the road. 
Interiors sparkle with new color. 


Ko} ee 


























And that new rear-mounted spare 
tire adds as much to the appearance 
of the car as it does to your lug- 
gage space. 

These experiences are your every- 
day fare when you drive a Thunder- 
bird. Why miss them another day? 
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Ford THUNDERBIRD for 56 


The newest version of America’s most thrilling dream-car-come-true is here... 
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A $1.95 Investment NOW 
May Save You $100 
in Engine Repairs 







ONLY 


Install a NEUTRA-PLUG and save that hun- 
dred dollar repair bill! Ordinarily, even if you 
change oil regularly and drive sensibly, your en- 
gine’s still going to need a costly overhaul in 
20 to 40 thousand miles. Engine-formed sul- 
phuric acid and knife-edged steel slivers will 
have worn it out! Stop this Engine Suicide with 
a NEUTRA-PLUG .. . which e/iminates these 
two major causes of wear before they happen. 
Proven by thousands of motorists and fleet own- 
ers. ORDER ONE NOW and prove it to yourself. 


MANY ADVANTAGES TO YOU! 

1. NEUTRALIZES ACIDS. Corrosive gases 

“Blow By’’ Pistons and combine with moisture 
to form deadly acids that eat away at Vital parts 
of your engine. NEUTRA- PLUG'S superior 
Active-Magnesium element completely eliminates 
this number one cause of engine wear. 
2. TRAPS METALLIC PARTICLES. You've 
felt the grit on your dip-stick. It's made up of 
tiny metal chips and slivers that grind away at 
precision-machined engine sutfaces. NEUTRA- 
PLUG'S Powerful G.E. Alnico magnet traps and 
holds these engine-wrecking metal particles. 
3. INCREASES ENGINE POWER, PICK-UP. 
4. SMOOTHER RUNNING ENGINE. 5. IM- 
PROVES EFFICIENCY & GAS MILEAGE. iy 
MAKES OIL LAST LONGER. 7. CUTS RE 
PAIR BILLS. 8. INSTALL IN 30 SECONDS. 

© 1956, Engine Accessories Mfg. Co. 













Why NEUTRA-PLUG 


best buy! 
LARGER yy! 
1. for longe ragnesium element 


iS your 














faces. 


JOBBERS! 
; NEUTRA - PLUG 
| sells fast because 
Only $2.45 Postpaia | it's needed by 
Super-size magnesium ele-| &Very Car Owner. 
ment attached to UNBREAK-, Write today for 
ABLE phosphor-bronze cable. | full information 


DELUXE NEUTRA-PLUG | DEALERS! 


TWICE the neutralizing surface and 22 or telephone RAy- 
TIMES greater magnetic attraction area.mond 3-4978! 


ENGINE ACCESSORIES MFG. CO., Dept. 486 

5801 E. Beverly Biva., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 
Gentlemen: Please rush my Neutra-plug under your Money 
Back Guarantee. 

[1] Send $2.45 De Luxe NEUTRA-PLUG 

[] Send $1.95 Standard NEUTRA-PLUG 

[] Full price enclosed, ship postpaid 

LJ Ship C.0.0., | will pay postage 
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Stops Acid Etching! 


ie trating ar? wit nl 

R, m 

# Net for er reate ane Moe 3 
up Protection rasive Dick mast cowbphoes oor 


ment neutralizes cor- 
rosive engine acids. 
Protects precision en- 
gine parts and sur- 


Stops Abrasive Action! 


Powerful Alnico mag- 
net traps ferrous met- 
al wear splinters. 
Keeps them from cir- 
culating with oil 
through your engine. 






























EDITORIAL 


How Much Should It Cost? Use 


ITH INCREASING REGULARITY we at MOTOR TREND 
are asked the question, “How much should a Blotz 8 cost 
me? I live in Anywhere, U.S.A.” 

One of the strongest reasons for confusion in regard to new- 
car prices is that the most-publicized price is only one that each 
manufacturer suggests to all his dealers. The important point 
about this oft-quoted figure is that the dealer does not have to 
sell his car at this price—he can sell it above or below the 
suggested one and be within his legal rights. 

We all see prime examples of this in our local newspapers 
and on TV, and we constantly hear them on the radio. A particu- 
lar make is advertised at one price by one dealer and at hundreds 
of dollars less by another. Tho this can sometimes be attributed 
to advertising a different model, more often than not the reason 
is that the Ist dealer is selling the car at a price commensurate 
with his operation, whereas the “volume” dealer sells at less profit 
per unit, making his money on volume. Many smaller dealers 
are asking that this disparity be erased by having the government 
control prices to make them uniform thruout the country. This 
wouldn't change anything, for volume dealers would then simply 
offer larger trade-in allowances for the same car. 

In the meantime you can make certain that you are paying a 
legitimate price for a new car by asking around. The majority 
of dealers are honest and will give you the price without a 
struggle. When you get their figures, be sure that you are getting 
quotes on the same model with the same accessories, minus your 
trade-in. The more factors there are, the more chance for dis- 
parity in prices, and the more chance for you to be thoroly con- 
fused before you even get started. 

Don’t get confused by trick sales gimmicks that are sometimes 
employed by unethical dealers. One of the latest of these methods 
of providing you with “the best deal in town” is to advertise, 
“Our cars are yours at 5 per cent above cost.” A potential custom- 
er walks in, is told that he can have a new car at 5 per cent 
above cost, but since the mark-up is so low they cannot accept 
a trade-in at other than wholesale. The customer is so thrilled 
over the “5 per cent above” that he doesn’t object too strenu- 
ously until he checks with another new owner of the same make 
and finds that he got his new car at the same price, but with the 
normal (or retail) trade-in. At this point he is ready to scream 
to a lawyer. To his chagrin the dealer fights the fraud charge on 
the following basis: ‘“S per cent above cost” is not above invoice 
cost, but above the cost of the car, employees’ salaries, rent, ad- 
vertising, and other business expenses. In other words, it is "5 
per cent above cost of operating the business.” 

This matter of trade-ins is one that sometimes determines the 
price of your new car; the price can fluctuate on a sliding scale 


according to the trade-in. If you are offered several hundred’ 


dollars more by one dealer than you’ve been quoted elsewhere, 
compare the price of the car you are bargaining for. You may be 
surprised to find that the previously proferred $1000 trade-in in- 
stead of $600 you were offered elsewhere has artificially bumped 
up the price of the new car to $3000 instead of $2400. 

So what do you do to make certain that the price you're asked 
to pay for your new car is the one you should be paying? We'll 
assume that you've found the car you want and are negotiating 
with the dealer of your choice, so the 1st thing to do is to get out 
your pencil and paper. Then, check each of the points on the 
opposite page, slowly and carefully. Don’t forget, you’re making 
what will probably be the 2nd biggest investment of your life. 

If you fill out the guide properly, you will not only have a 
clearer picture of what your new car is going to cost, but also 
where your money is being spent. Another important aspect is 
that after filling it out, if you are not satisfied with the figures 
obtained at one dealership, you can use it as a comparison against 
what some other dealer will offer you. With this knowledge you 
will be equipped to get a better bargain; just don’t become like 
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This Checklist 


the cynic who “knows the price of every- 
thing and the value of nothing.” —Walt Woron 


1. List the base cash selling 
price, minus tax, license, 
and accessories. $ 

2. List the major accessories 

on your car and their in- 

dividual prices. radio 

heater____ 
automatic transmission 
or overdrive 
power brakes 
power steering 
air conditioning 

. List the individual prices_ 

of minor accessories on the 

car, such as_ whitewall_ 

tires, tinted glass, wind- " 

shield washers, etc. It is 

wise here to list them__ 

separately, even tho some_ 

of them might be cov- 

ered in a “group.” In this 

event, ask the dealer to 

give you individual prices. 

. Total items 1, 2, and 3, 

then add sales tax. ( Note—— 

that sales tax is to be de- 

termined on the tota/____—___— 

price and before down 

payment has been deduct- 

ed from the selling price. ) 

. From the total figure of 

item 4 deduct the trade-in___ 

value of your car, and/or 

additional cash down pay- coe 2 

ment. 

6. Add other fees, such as 

license__ 
preparation charges —* 
registration fee___ 
and others 2 chia 
but get an explanation for______ 
each additional “other” 
charge. 

7. List insurance premiums 
(if you want to buy your 
insurance thru the car 
dealer) such as 

fire and thefe__._ 
comprehensive____ £ 
collision___ = 
property damage and 
public liability. 

8. Total items 5, 6 and 7. 
This is the total cash bal- 
ance of the car and the———____— 
amount that will have to 
be financed. 

9. List the finance charges 
for carrying the balance 
shown in item 8. 

10. Add items 8 and 9. This 
is the contract balance to 
be paid off in monthly 
installments. 


eo 
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Jeep Jr. 


Willys 2-wheel-drive, 60-hp 
Dispatcher will fit a variety 
of jobs. Available open or 
with half, full, or converti- 
ble tops, or a Fiberglas- 
roofed steel cab with sliding 
doors. It’s only 57 inches 
wide and -126 inches long. 
The Post Office may use spe- 
cial ones for rural service 





Right trom the start! 


LUCAS orginal equipment 
for all British cars... 






Lucas superior quality ignition 
and lighting equipment is 
standard for the majority of 
British made cars. 


Replace Lucas with Lucas 
and be sure of peak starting, 
ignition and lighting per- 
formance at all times. 


Your local British car dealer 
and hundreds of service 
garages throughout the 
United States have Lucas 
replacement parts in 
stock. 24 hour service is 
available all over the 
world through Lucas 
overseas companies. 


Ask your dealer to 
show you the Lucas 
line of deluxe acces- 
sories especially de- 
signed for British 
cars. 


Right from 
the start 
Right for 
replacement ! 


653 TENTH AVENUE 


JEFFERSON BLVD 
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PRECISION TIRE TESTER, WITH LEATHER POUCH 








Precision Instruments 


FROM MOTOMETER 
OF GERMANY 


Capillary-Type 
TIRE TESTER 


@ Correct tire pressure is vital for 
top acceleration and performance! The 
MoTest Model TT-211 is an accurate 
and rugged instrument. It features a 
capillary-type pressure indicator of easy 
legibility. Model TT-211. Price, includ- 
ing genuine leather pouch: Only $2.95 
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INDOOR - OUTDOOR 
Thermometer 


Indicates Road Conditions! 


® Now available in America! The 
world’s only Indoor-Outdoor Automotive 
Thermometer. Accurately indicates inside 
and outside air temperatures. Automatic 
warning light alerts you of ice conditions 
on the road. A terrific safety device ! 
Chrome Dial. Model TH-311 Only $9.95 















VW Dashhoard 


FROM EUROPE’'S LEADING MAKER 


Precision Instruments 
Complete Dashboard 


® From MotoMeter, maker of original 
VW operating accessories, here is a beau- 
tiful, complete dashboard for your VW! 

Comriete VW Dasnsoard $34.95 


SEPARATE INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE 









Ow Temprrarore Gauce $10.75 | 
Gasounr Lever. Gauce $12.00 | 
PRECISION AMMFTER $4.95 
Reserve Furi Controt Switcn $4.95 


Write For Booklet + Dealer Inquiries Invited 


FISHER PRODUCTS 
21-23 44th Drive, L. I. City 1, N.Y 
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drivescription 


RIDING ON AIR 


NE OF THE most interesting aspects of 

our job is the rare opportunity to drive 
a prototype of the future. In this case, the 
future was hidden under the familiar outlines 
of a 1955 Nash Ambassador test car owned 
by the Monroe Auto Equipment Co. 

Installed was Monroe’s new air-hydraulic 
suspension system and even in the experi- 
mental stage, a car so equipped is a ride 
revelation. With project engineer Don Lipp 
{at left in photo; Don MacDonald at right 
—Fd.}, we went barreling over back country 
roads at speeds that startled wayside chickens. 
They seemed like mighty smooth roads until 
we tried the course at the same speeds in a 
conventionally sprung 55 Plymouth, a car 
that rides softly by normal standards. 

The system consists essentially of an air- 
tilled, telescoping cylinder at each wheel in- 
corporating a leveling valve and an _ inte- 
gral hydraulic shock absorber, plus a cen- 
trally mounted reservoir tank and an en- 
gine-driven compressor. Lag built into 
the leveling devices keeps them from 
getting confused by road variations, 
but they (unlike Packard's) will 


take over under uneven loads, such as a very 
heavy man in one corner of the rear seat. The 
shocks are regular Monroe units, but they 
take advantage of the available air pressure 
to “supercharge” them, eliminating aeration 
of the fluid and the consequent fade of shock 
resistance. 

The test car had been deliberately calibrated 
to give a soft ride, even by current standards. 
It could best be described as pillowy, and 
cornering ability suffered accordingly. How- 
ever, the units (or shocks) can be set up io 
any degree of firmness merely by changing 
calibration at time of manufacture. 

We hope you, too, get in an air-based 


Nash soon, maybe 1957. —Don MacDonald 














ROBERT KOONTZ 





British 


BANTAMWEIGHT 





Three wheels support the London-builf Powerdrive, a nicely styled car with the emphasis on economy. 
The 2-cylinder, 2-stroke, 19.6-cubic-inch engine develops 15 hp at 4800 rpm to give speeds up to 65 
miles per hour with 78 miles per gallon; 3-wheel hydraulic brakes stop the aluminum and steel car 
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Amazing new gasoline pressure regulator, 
pulsation dampener, lifetime fuel filter, 
carburetor protector employs entirely new automotive 
engineering principles, gives results never 
before possible in new or old cars! 


| GSO 
Are you one of the hundreds of thousands of motorists 
troubled with rough idling, dying, vapor lock, jerky acceleration, 
difficult starting, traffic stalling, carburetor wear, poor gas mileage, 


excessive gasoline odors in the car? 

Then you'll want to read this ad very carefully. 

Whether your car is factory new or years old, Mileage Minder 
positively promises quick help. 

Yes, Mileage Minder was developed to meet the urgent need for a 
continuous, clean, non-pulsating supply of fuel at the carburetor.. 
to lick the serious fuel waste and performance problems of later 
model high-speed engines fed by present wasteful, pulsating types 
of fuel pumps. 


1 1. Stops Flooding, Saves Gas-— Pressure Regu- 
lator ...maintains uniform fuel pressures, prevents 
flooding and gas waste and assures maximum economy 
and performance at high or low speeds. 


2. Prevents Carburetor Wear, Improves Per- 
formance — Pulsation Dampener ...and carburetor 
protector. When raw, unregulated gasoline pulsates 
violently into the carburetor, the needle is constantly 
hammered. Wear quickly results and gas is wasted, 
= particularly in modern high-speed engines. Mileage 
== Minder positively and continuously delivers smooth- 
flowing fuel economically to the carburetor at any speed. 


3. Traps All Dirt and Metal Particles —Perma- 
Life Fuel Filter ...the micro-porous sintered bronze 
filter disc removes ALL dirt, never needs replacement, 
and always assures clean, pure fuel. Tiny metallic 
particles dislodged from factory welded gas tanks, and 
other new parts, are trapped —they can’t clog jets, 
= can’t jam carburetor needles — flooding, stalls and gas 
| waste at high speeds are eliminated. A very important 
= point! 
= 4. Ends Vapor Lock ... Vapor dome employs new 
| principle to trap vapor-locking gasses. 
> 5. Beautify your engine... Mileage Minder is a 
picture of proud polished-chrome engineering skill. 





If you’d like a quick and positive power increase... and if you’d 

like to stop gas waste, flooding, stalling, vapor lock, carburetor 

wear...if you’d like to do all of these things for your new or old 

car, then fill out the no-risk coupon on this page, right now while 
magazine is in your hand. 


You’ll find Mileage Minder simple and easy to install in a matter 
of minutes, with end wrench or pliers. Easy-to-follow instructions. 
Mileage Minder is fool proof for a lifetime of car service. No 
adjustments or worn out parts. 


Remember, satisfaction is absolutely guaranteed, with no strings 
attached. If you aren’t absolutely amazed and pleased, just return 
Mileage Minder and your money and postage will be promptly 
refunded, without question. 





Sieaieabateiatemadaieieie 


IF YOU WANT BETTER PICKUP AND POWER 


plus big gas savings...please read this ad! 





alata 





What Engineers Say: “Mileage Minder has been 
thoroughly tested, and has gained my unquali- 
fied approval. It does everything claimed for it 
and more.” Edmund D. Carlson, A.E.E. Engineer 













HERE'S HOW MILEAGE MINDER IS ABLE TO 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE MORE POWER, BETTER 
PERFORMANCE, GREATER GAS MILEAGE: 





@ From fuel pump — gasoline surges in 
raw, unregulated hammering pulsations! 





Within amazing new Mileage Minder, four steps take place: 






A. Lifetime micro-porous filter removes all sludge- 
making dirt and metal particles small as .001’ 

B. Patented spring loaded neoprene diaphragm 
tames hammer-like pulsations, regulates fuel to 
even, full flow. 

€. Vapor-locking gasses are harmlessly trapped in 
vapor dome. 

BD. A steady, clean, economical flow of gasoline is 
delivered to the carburetor. 


©1956 














| 
! 
| 
l 
J 


PASER MFG. CO. 

537 Turk Street, San Francisco 2. California 

Please send Mileage Minder postpaid, with satisfaction guaranteed. 

l enclose cash_____ check_______ money order__ for $6.95. 
(Special, quick action offer includes postage ) 








STATE 





Make, year, model of car. 
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‘Tass MONTH'S SPOTLIGHT not 
only focuses attention on Detroit, but 
throws additional beams of light onto 
the cities of Chicago and New York. 
There, as we go to press, manufacturers 
are previewing their latest “dream cars.” 

AT CHICAGO’S AUTO SHOW the 
public got an insight into future styling 
thinking from Detroit by its Ist peek 
at Packard’s Predictor (see page 54), 
Mercury’s X-M Turnpike Cruiser ( page 
56), and Chrysler's Plainsman wagon 
(page 34). 

MEANWHILE, BACK IN NEW 
YORK, preparations were being made 
for the Ist public showing of General 
Motors’ newest Motorama creations: 
Chevrolet’s Impala, Pontiac’s Club de 
Mer, Oldsmobile’s Golden Rocket, Bu- 
ick’s Centurion, Cadillac’s Eldorado 
Brougham Town Car (a newer version 
of MT’s April "54 cover car), and GM’s 
Firebird II. (See pages 18-19.) 

AND FROM DETROIT comes the an- 
nouncement of 4 new cars by the Chrys- 
ler Corp.: Plymouth Fury, Dodge 500, 
DeSoto Adventurer, Chrysler 300-B. 





THE PLYMOUTH FURY is without a 
doubt the hottest (see “Motor Sports,” 
page 20), most stable Plymouth pro- 
duced to date. In our brief encounter 
with the new model, it showed sure- 
footed roadability, typically-Plymouth 
ease of handling (it had power steer- 
ing), and acceleration in the under-9- 
seconds range (less than 10.5 seconds 
to an indicated 65 with 3 passengers, 
heavy movie equipment aboard ). 

IT WAS OUR IMPRESSION that the 
camshaft used in this car was well en- 
gineered to meet the flexibility require- 
ments of a high-performance passenger 
car, for it felt snappy at all speed ranges. 
The engine is a bored-and-stroked ver- 
sion of the 277-cubic-inch Hy-Fire V8, 
puts out 240 horsepower from 303-cu- 
bic-inch displacement. Compression ra- 
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by Jim Lodge 


tio is 9.25 to 1 (standard powerpack’s 
ratio is 8.0 to 1); ignition timing is re- 
adjusted to accommodate the big-engine 
characteristics; the single 4-barrel car- 
buretor has larger throats and jets than 
the stock Plymouth powerpack carb. 
Like the 200-hp V8, Fury’s engine has 
mechanical valve lifters, but uses heavi- 
er valve springs to cope with higher 
revving, higher lifting camshaft. 


COIL AND LEAF SPRINGS are lower, 


have a higher spring rate than standard 
springs, and lower the Fury more than 
an inch below comparable Plymouths; 
this spring revision, of course, is de- 
signed primarily to give stiffness in cor- 
nering rather than a stylish drop in car 
height. Oriflow shock absorbers are 
more like stiff, export-type shocks, and 
the front-end swaybar is heavier than 
usual. A beefed-up driveshaft, universal 
joints and differential take the shock of 
the violent additional power load on the 
drive train. 


JUST IN CASE the car is used under 


“extenuating” conditions, Plymouth 
provides the Fury with 51!4-inch, heavy- 
duty wheel rims (standard rims are 414 
inches ); 11-inch brakes with specially- 
compounded (police-car type) lining 
are designed to resist fade. 


ONE LOOK at that 6000-rpm tachometer 


on the instrument panel tells you that 
this is something other than a very de- 
luxe Belvedere 2-door hardtop. But 
don’t worry—you'll know what you're 
up against long before you see the in- 
terior, for the Fury carries as identifying 
features a gold-anodized aluminum side 
panel, similar-colored grille, special 
wheel covers, and “Fury” script. 


SOME FARSIGHTED SEERS antici- 


pated a breakaway from a long-stand- 
ing trend, but it didn’t happen here, for 
3-speed transmission remains standard 
equipment, with overdrive and Power- 
Flite on the option list. Presstime infor- 
mation sources insist that there'll be no 
Fury in the lighter, less expensive 2- 
door Savoys or Plazas. 


ITS PRETTY OBVIOUS then that 


Plymouth intends this job to be solely a 
deluxe all-American production car with 
roadability, handling characteristics and 
performance beyond the call of duty; 
there’ll be no sacrifices in full-size pas- 
senger capacity. 


CHASSIS 









DODGE’S “500.” its entry in Chrysler's 


closed-circuit horsepower race, bases its 
prowess on the Super Red Ram (315- 
cubic-inch) V8 currently putting out 


230 horsepower. But the 500 engine, 


with 9.25 to 1 compression ratio, king- 
size 4-barrel carburetor, and dual-point 
distributor, puts out 250 bhp. 


AN OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY FEA- 


TURE is the availability of either of 2 
camshafts. One is designed for good all- 
around performance; the other is strictly 
special equipment (actually may be hard 
to get thru normal dealer channels) de- 
signed for high-speed operation. The 
latter comes with 2 huge 4-barrel car- 
buretors (1'46-inch venturis) as a 
D-500, and can have a cast dual-runner 
intake manifold. Our guess on output? 
280-285 hp. Either cane actuates valves 
that are 18 per cent larger than stock. 
Double rocker arm valve train utilizes 
heavy-duty valve springs with, of 
course, high-lift cams. 

FEATURES INCLUDE 
stronger steering knuckles and steering 
arms, beefed-up axle shafts and rear 
springs (which serve to lower the rear 
end 11% inches), and _ stiffer Oriflow 
shock absorbers. Wheel rims come in 
assorted sizes from 5'4-inch to husky 
81-inch widths. Car makes wise use of 
DeSoto-Chrysler center-plane brakes. 


YOU CAN GET A 500 in a Custom 


Royal 2-door hardtop or convertible, or 
in a Coronet 2-door club sedan for 
about $175 more than a comparable, 
less-powerful model. Various axle ra- 
tios come with P »v-erFlite or stick shift. 


DE SOTO’S ADVENTURER is not to 


be confused with the earlier Ghia-built 
Adventurer sports coupes (Jan. and 
Aug. '54 MT). The 56 version of the 
same name is a stock-looking 2-door 
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hardtop with 320 vs. 255 horsepower. 

BEHIND THE BOOST lie such con- 
tributors as a piston displacement of 
341 cubic inches (standard Fireflite is 
330.4), 9.25 to 1 compression ratio 
(as opposed to 8.5 to 1), high-lift cam- 
shaft, recalibrated distributor timing, 
heavier valve springs, and revised in- 
take manifold. But topping off the whole 
underhood surprise package is a pair 
of 4-barrel carburetors. 

A CHASSIS CHANGEOVER for the 
Adventurer sounds familiar—new front 
and rear springs, heavy-duty shock ab- 
sorbers and front swaybar. PowerFlite, 
with a 3.54 rear-axle ratio, is the only 
drivetrain duo posted at presstime. 

IF THE GOLDEN AGE of motoring 
hasn't arrived, it’s not DeSoto’s fault. 
Exterior paint job is limited to 2 op- 
tions: gold-and-white, or gold-and- 
black. Grille is gold-anodized alu- 


minum, interior fairly glitters in 


gold-threaded materials, go!d-colored, 
metallic-type trim and accessories. But 
don’t think the gold motif stops at the 
black instrument panel padding; the 
engine is gold-painted, too. 








THE CHRYSLER 300 was last year’s 
unquestioned leader in U.S. long-haul 
stock car racing (took both NASCAR 
Grand National Championship and 
AAA National Stock Car Champion- 
ship for "55 season). Now the Chrysler 
300 blossoms out for 56 with a B be- 
hind the numbers, and even greater 
promise for challenges to come. 

ALTHO CHRYSLER DIVISION doesn’t 
put heart, soul or cars into competition, 
it must be proud of what the champ did 
last year. In a move which seems like a 


courteous gesture of appreciation, the 
300-B has been provided with far more 
versatility: New this year is the avail- 
ability of a 3-speed, stick-shift trans- 
mission (PowerFlite is still standard ) 
with a wiie range of rear-axle ratios. 

RATIOS NUMBER 14 IN ALL, run 
from 3.08 to 1, which should give ex- 
ceptional top speeds, to a fantastically 
low-geared 6.17 to 1, which should be 
hard to beat on extra-short tracks or 
hill-climbs, provided you have rear tires 
after coming out of the chute. 

HORSEPOWER, OF COURSE, is ‘way 
up—340 bhp, compared to last year’s 
300 horses. Torque (now increased 40 
pounds-feet) is 385, has a curve ex- 
tending peak torque from 3200 to 3600 
rpms. (Last year’s specifications showed 
peak torque dropping off at 3200 rpm.) 
Compression ratio, altered by cylinder 
reboring and piston redesign, is 9.0 to 

. 1, a 0.5 point increase. 

DISPLACEMENT INCREASE for ’56 
(now 354 cubic inches, was 331) 
brings Chrysler FirePower V8 close to 
physical boring limits of block design. 
Other 300-B engine alterations are mi- 
nor; twin 4-barrel carburetors remain 
similar to '55; valve train action is bas- 
ically unchanged, with stiffer valve 
springs, lighter-weight cam followers 
keeping up with camshaft alterations. 
(Cam is again designed for high-speed 
zip, has altered overlap pattern. ) 

CHASSIS CHANGES for '56 include 
stock New Yorker center-plane-type 
brakes; Oriflow shocks are used this 
year to give the 300-B more of a boule- 
vard ride than the 300’s stiffer, export- 
type shocks provided. 

THE STICK-SHIFT GEARBOX is a 
tougher breed than 3-speed transmis- 
sions found in other Chrysler-built pas- 
senger cars. The clutch, an 11-inch, 
heavy-duty job, is also unique to the 
300-B, won’t be found in another pas- 
senger-car Capacity. 

EXTERIOR IS AGAIN a composite of 
New Yorker and Imperial styling, is 
again a much-admired display of taste- 
ful restraint. The 300-B’s interior is 
once more carried out in handsome nat- 
ural leather. Grouped instruments in 
padded panel include a 150-mph speed- 
ometer—whose entire dial might be 
used in the “300-C.” 


ORIN gg, 





“About $8500” is tentative price on Cadillac’s Eldorado Brougham, previewed nearly a year ago in MT 





“A team of special competition Cor- 
vettes will be entered in selected sport: 
car races (including Le Mans) in 1956.” 
PROBABLE—Several leading racing sta- 
bles are very interested in the forthcoming 
competition, may run with factory support. 


“Radar-controlled braking that is sen- 
sitive to closure rate on obstructions 
and will automatically take over if you 
fail to step on the pedal yourself, is 
nearing the production stage.” 
TRUE—A leading independent automo- 
bile manufacturer is currently giving the 
system intensive engineering evaluation, 
may offer it in 1957. 

“Use of the Packard engine in big Hud- 
sons and Nashes will be discontinued 
with the advent of American Motors’ 
own V8 late in March.” 

FALSE—New engine (said to have re- 
markablefuel economy and close to 200 
horsepower ) is slated initially for States- 
men and Wasps. 

“Buick is considering a new transmission 
for 1957, different from Dynaflow but 
still a torque converter.” 
PROBABLE—Activity in this field ties in 
with strong current rumor that Buick will 
switch to a swing or deDion-type axle 
with transmission mounted adjacent-te the 
differential housing. 

“Wraparound windshields are due to 
disappear in some '57 models because 
safety research has shown that this 
type construction has poor resistance in 
turn-over crashes.” 

FALSE—Structure can and will be beefed- 
up; 1957 windshields are likely to weap 
around more than ever. Glass area will ex- 
tend into top as in current show cars. 


“Spare tires and even a place for them 
will disappear in a couple of years.” 

COULD BE—Spare tire and wheel is an 
expensive item that any factory would 
like to avoid having to supply. New 14- 
inch tires under development are virtu- 
ally blowout proof. Look for spare to be- 
come Ist an extra-cost item, then vanish. 


“Surprisingly, retractable hardtops may 
show up Ist on big-volume makes like 
Ford.” (See page 38 for another view.) 
POSSIBLE—Only way to reduce inordi- 
nately high unit cost of this item is to get 
into large-scale production. 
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NEUTRA-ROD 
Bays! | 


LETTERS 





COMPLETELY ‘Prot’ 


Engine 


the benefit of a larger company and then cast 
aside to die. The 2 pictures included in your 
article merely intensify my feeling that Willys 
could have been a leading producer of small : 
cars if left alone and not embroiled in “big 
business.” The proposed '56 Willys is de- 
cidedly more modern than any '56 car now on 


FIBERGLAS WILDFIRE 
Dear Sir: 

1 thought you might be interested in a 
home-constructed Fiberglas sports car built 
here, in eastern U.S. Most of the articles I've 
read about homemade and custom cars seem 
to come from the West Coast. 


s] 95 


I size, 1 model fits 
all cars and trucks. 





. . . The body is the Wildfire changed 
slightly from the original. . . . The ‘53 Ford 
Customline chrome trim was used on sides to 
cut the paint line. The 2-toned paint job is 
hand-rubbed lacquer Red and en 


terior trim. Electric door openers were ead 


the road. 2 
R. Gregory Sutcliffe, Jr. Pennsburg, Pa. 
We too will miss the Willys.—Editor 


WHAT'S IN A FRAME? 4 
Dear Sir: 
One subject that is seldom if ever mentioned 





| Naugahyde was used for upholstery and i 
| 


in print is close to a great many readers of 
MT. It is the matter of poor workmanship 
and sloppy assembly of some modern cars. 
Currently much is being written about 
safety features in the 1956 cars. While safety 
is important to all of us, equally important 


Here's a brand new, fleet-tested product that will do 
a better job of cleaning your cooling system and 
keeping it clean, than any yet developed! NEUTRA- 
ROD is an active magnesium-copper disc unit that 
attracts rust, scale, and corrosion to itself, keeping 
these ‘Coolant Criminals” away from your radiator 
















and your engine's life-line. NEUTRA-ROD is sim- , : ; 
ple, inexpensive, and more important, it's efficient. is the matter of building cars for more eco- § 
Adieod yet radiator and engine in- nomical maintenance. Shoddy workmanship, ; 

sloppy assembly methods and lack of adequate : 








DEALERS! JOBBERS' 





HOW NEUTRA-ROD ELIMINATES 
THE “COOLANT CRIMINALS’ — 


STOPS RUST! Ordinarily the water in your radia- 
tor will ruse your block and cylinder walls. 
NEUTRA-ROD prevents rust formation by 
“Sacrificing’’ its active magnesium . . . forming 
harmless magnesium-oxide, Saves your engine 
from damage! 
STOPS SCALE! 
calcium, etc., 










Scale, formed in your block by 
in the water, clogs passages, 
causes “hot spots’ and insulates cylinder walls 
from coolant...makes your engine run too 
hot. NEUTRA- ROD prevents scale formation... 
even removes old deposits that solvents can ‘t 
touch. Prevents overheating! 

STOPS ELECTROLYSIS! Dissimilar metals set up 
a galvanic “battery"’ action in water... which 
can actually eat away metals, (dissolve solder 
in radiator core, pit aluminum head, etc.) 
leading to leaks and engine failure. NEUTRA- 
ROD'S magnesium and copper discs, grounded 
through mounting chain, neutralize this ac- 
tion, preventing ‘eating’ or transference of 
metals. Save costly repairs. 


NO OTHER COOLANT GUARD OFFERS 
SUCH COMPLETE PROTECTION! 











= 














Neutralizes elec- 
trolytic action that 
causes leaks. 

Installs in a second 
into neck of all 





Prevents formation 
of rust and scale. 





Removes old de- 
posits that solvents 








can’t touch. radiators. 
Stops overheating Lasts 20,000 to 
and resultant en- 50,000 miles .. . 






gine damage. is cheap insurance. 







rineet, Protection Availabie — 
Phd our Money Refundeg: _ 
ful : eutra-Rod - your car a 
n, if your Car 
Proper tem- 


: he w 
= ater 
: Pletely deveid of ru + ete 


you don’t Notice an Overall 


increase in 
just return j it ene Ryne 
your 
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Under the 
hood is a '54 Ford V8 overhead-valve engine. 

. . . I never sat behind the wheel of a car 
that had such terrific acceleration—the car 


so as to eliminate door handles. 


handles very well and I think the ride is 
exceptionally good for a 2200-pound car. 
W. Staley Hahn Frederick, Md. 


THE MEMORY LINGERS ON 
Dear Editor: 

The car that wasn’t produced in °56, th 
Willys (“Spotlight,” Jan. '56 MT) certainly 
embodies clean, dramatic beauty unlike the 
lumpy chrome stylists’ nightmares foisted up- 
on us by American motordom. Does an auto- 
mobile ave to look like an airplane or any- 
thing else for that matter? The Willys design 
signifies what we have nearly lost—that sleek, 
practical, uncluttered look. The stylist has 
given us trashy chrome and the engineer an 
unroadable dragster for not jackrabbit but 
jackass starts from traffic lights on our 25-to- 
45-mph speed-limit streets. . . 

A. F. Gebhart Pasadena, Calif. 


Gentlemen: 

As the proud owner of a 1955 Willys, I 
was naturally disturbed by your article in the 
January ‘56 issue pertaining to the end of the 
Willys automobile. 

. . . Here, I believe, is another instance of 
a fine, old, small company being absorbed for 


assembly inspection are on the increase . . . 

Today car makers are so wild to outproduce 
one another that car quality is getting less 
and less. Poor paint jobs, badly misaligned 
exterior sheet metal, rusting chrome, etc., are 
sickening to see. Why is it that such a promi- 
nent publication as MT has never mentioned 
this growing cancer of the auto industry? 
R. Blagden East Hampton, Conn. 
We mention it almost every issue in our 
Road Tests and hope for positive results.— 
Editor 


DEATH, TAXES AND METERS 





Dear Sirs: 
Congratulations on your article about 
“Horsepower” [Nov., 55 MT]. As a driver 


I am sick and tired of hearing the propaganda 
put out by police departments and other mis- 
informed people about the horror of horse- j 
power and its relation to accidents. F 

‘ Age “ i 

The American motorist is being taken for 
the biggest sucker there is. Why not devote 
an article in each issue {to} such things as 
our archaic speed laws, our antiquated roads, 
parking meters, etc. 

Why should motorists have to pay to park 
on the public streets thru the use of meters? 
Should not cities provide free parking facili- 
ties for the tax-paying public? Should not the 
police department be for the education and 
guidance of the motorist and not always puni- 
tive? Are our traffic courts now only places 
to fill the pockets of J.P.s and city treasuries? 4 
Is there any way to stop kangaroo courts? 
Robert W. Fues Chicago 








MOTOR Convenient delivery 
TREND Subscription Dept. 


5959 Hollywood Blivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND subscriber for: 


COUPON TODAY 
















is one of the i reasons 
for subscribing to MT. 
Another is the 


Engine Accessories Mfg. Co., Dept. 487 © 1956 
5801 £. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. | 
Please rush under your 30 Day Money Back Guarantee, | 


NEUTRA-RODS at $1.95 each. 


OL”? 











"] | enclose $— payment in full, ship post- One year—$3.00 Two years—$5.00 Above rates 
paid. (Calif. Customers add 3% Sales Tax.) i U. s” its mg Canada; all other countries: 1 00 ~ Vi 
-) Ship C.0.D., | will pay $1.95 each plus postage (J One year—$4 [| Two years—$7 a a ng $ 
charges 
eae pnboiees Naome........... on a two-year order. You 
won't miss a copy of the 
A .__. — ee great new issues coming up 
gg ¢ ; 
CITY STATE | l enclose: [)cash (check (1) money order if vou send this coupon 
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CBRE PtP otritis 





“AUTOMATION” (production-line magic) did it. Thousands— 
yes, hundreds of thousands—of laboratory and field tested 
BRONZE—permanent filters have been sold at $6.95. Regular 
users include Federal Government departments, large trucking 
companies, fleet operators, and leading taxicab companies. 

A NEW LOW PRICE Now joz may own the finest filter obtain- 
able for only $4.95 (authentic $6.95 value). We have full 
patent rights to manufacture it with our new high speed, top 









GENUINE 


PERMA-BRONZE 


EVERLASTING 


O/L FILTER 


Leading Chemical and Metallurgical Researchers 
developed the superior quality and design of the 
genuine PERMA-BRONZE Filter. Now, mass produc- 
tion has reduced costs, making it possible to sell 
it for only $4.95 ‘Postpaid to your door’’. You can’t 
buy better than PERMA-BRONZE .. . so why pay 
more? If your dealer can’t supply you, use coupon! 











send only 
00 





(PAY 
BALANCE 
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Large ‘‘By-Pass”’ Element $4.95 
Fits all cars (except those few 
listed below.) 

Giant ‘‘Full-Flow’’ Element $8.95 
Needed only for 1956 Chevy 
V-8, Buick V-8, Olds V-8, Pon- 
tiac V-8, 1954-56 Ford V-8 and 
Mercury, 1952-56 Ford 6 and 
Lincoin, 1946-56 Chrysler. 
Complete Filter .......$10.95 
‘“‘By-Pass"’ element with case 
and mounting bracket (for cars 
with no stock filter). 








DEALERS AND 
JOBBERS NEEDED 


Dealers and joobers are 
urgently needed to han 
die the ever increasing 
consumerdemand created 
by powerful advertising 


30 DAY TRIAL 
GUARANTEE 

i -Bronze 
se the Genuine Perma 
biter for 30 days at our — 
Test it and compare it with 7 y 
other make. If not 100% — 
fied, simply return it for a r 
refund. We guarantee it to ~ 
the finest quality filter of : s 
kind at any price, and further 











leading national maga 
zines. Get your share of 
this rapidly expanding 






- World’s Finest Oil Filter B€ 
hy Special Arrangement (7 } 






95 


postpaid 





quality production methods. You save 3 ways... l— 
In double to triple engine mileage. 2—In filter-pack re- 
placement savings. 3—In oil changes. (Your oil is good 
for over 10,000 miles with a genuine Perma-Bronze 
Filter. ) 


ENGINES LAST UP TO 150,000 MILES A genuine Perma- 
Bronze filter is your best insurance against needing an 
overhaul until you're tired of driving your car... and 
you'll trade it in at a preferred price, too. 

HOW PERMA-BRONZE REDUCES ENGINE REPAIRS TO A 
NEW LOW The Perma-Bronze filter is a development of 
the German sintered bronze discovery of fusing together 
minute balls of bronze with interstices which permit 
clean liquids but little else to go through. Perma-Bronze 
screens out all dirt and metal grit larger than .00015 of 
an inch. Nothing gets through that can possibly hurt any 
precision part of your engine. This is the dramatic Perma- 
Bronze secret for protecting your engine and increasing 
oil life. 

. PLUS—FINEST ACID NEUTRALIZER Every Genuine 
Perma-Bronze filter has a replaceable magnesium “mois- 
ture barrier’ acid neutralizer. It neutralizes the corrosive 
sulphuric acids produced by combustion. Little wonder 
that this dual-protection doubles and even triples engine 
life. 





WHICH BRONZE FILTER SHOULD YOU BUY? 
Judge carefully! Don’t fall for trick shapes 
from martini glass to “Mae West’ silhouettes 
that reduce total filtering area . . . and don't 
settle for shorter models with ends bolted on. 
Genuine Perma-Bronze filters give you up to 
43°% more filtering area—PLUS fused top and 
bottom plates which definitely assure against 
seepage of grit, grime and acids—PLUS 14% 
thicker walls for superior filtering efficiency! 





























DOESN'T STEAL THE DETERGENTS YOU PAY FOR Mod- 
ern motor oils contain excellent “detergents” developed 
by top chemical and refining engineers. They help pre- 
vent the formation of gums, lacquers and sludge in your 
engine. Why lose these helpful ingredients? Being 
liquid, they go through with the clean oil when you use 
a Perma-Bronze filter. Metal cannot soak up anything 
(fabric and paper filters can). 

AT FILTER CHANGING TIME? Just wash your Perma- 
Bronze filter in kerosene or other solvents and it’s better 
than a new “old-style” cartridge . . . without the expense. 
Then you're all set for miles and miles more of s-a-f-e 
engine operation, with all the pep that a power plant 
gives you in return for good care. 

USE IT FOR 30 DAYS AT OUR RISK! When you order 
your genuine PERMA-BRONZE Filter you are not 
“buying” now ... we want you to use it, compare it, 
test it any way you please for 30 days—then, and only 
then, do we consider the sale final. We further stand 
behind our superior product for a full 10 years as per 
our guarantee. 












guarantee it for 10 full years 
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ENGINE ACCESSORIES MFG. CO. GENTLEMEN: Please send me PERMA- 
5801 E. Beverly Blvd. BRONZE fileer checked at lefr. I under- 
Dept. 485, Los Angeles 22, Calif. stand that if I am not completely satis- 
Phone: RAymond 3-4978 fied I may return it for full refund with- 
() Rush ‘‘By-Pass’’ Filter in 30 days. 
Element at $4.95 4 FC , 
Ci Rush “Pull-Flow” Filer stedhandliees commetmce ——— 
ement at $8.95 > . 
(1 Rush Complete Filter Unit MODEL ---seeNO. OF CYL......... 
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price, ship postpaid. Calif. 
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| ship C.O.D., plus postage. CITY ..- AEN... STATE......0005 | 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 





by 
John Thompson 


Last month I said I would explain why a 
variable speed centrifugal supercharger is 
the best for all-round automotive use. This 
isn’t easy to do in so short a column but I’m 
going to try. 

The little chart sums up my story. It plots su- 
percharger discharge pressure against engine 
RPM for three units set to deliver 5 p.s.i. at 
5,000 RPM. Since, within limits, the greater 
the discharge pressure at any given RPM, the 
chart indicates relative performance of the 
three units plotted. 
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Notice first the curve of the “constant drive- 
ratio Roots-type supercharger.” It’s al- 
most flat, indicating a steady build-up in 
boost to maximum at peak RPM. Now 
check the curve for the “constant drive- 
ratio centrifugal-type supercharger.” Not 
so good at low and intermediate RPM 
but OK at peak RPM. Right here is where 
we get a lot of “static” about the McCul- 
loch not being any good at low RPM 
because it’s basically a centrifugal type 
blower. And this criticism would be valid 
were it not for our VARIABLE SPEED 
DRIVE. 

As long as you “keep your foot in it,” the 
McCulloch supercharger will stay in high- 
speed (hi-ratio) drive and follow the top 
discharge curve. (Notice how discharge pres- 
sure is regulated to hold maximum boost from 
3000 RPM on.) The minute you “let up on 
the throttle,” no matter what the RPM, the 
unit shifts back down to the low-speed (lo- 
ratio) discharge curve. 

Thus the distance between our lo-ratio 
and hi-ratio curves at any given RPM is 
the RANGE OF PERFORMANCE of the 
McCulloch supercharger at that RPM. No 
other supercharger has this flexibility to 
meet the varying requirements of an auto- 
mobile engine under all driving conditions! 
Now you know why I say the McCulloch su- 
percharger is the best for all-around automo- 
tive use. So, if you want to find out how you 
can add 40 percent or more rear-wheel horse- 
power to your car, at less cost per horsepower 
than any other method, and without loss of 
smoothness or reliability, drop me a line. Be 
sure to tell me the make and year, the type 
carburetor, and if you have power kit or other 
power accessories. I'll send you complete de- 
tails, prices and an illustrated folder. 

Write John Thompson, Paxton Products 
Div., McCulloch Motors Corp., 827 W. 
Olive St., Inglewood, Calif. 
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Are the Citroen DS-19 and the Ferguson 
Already in Peril? 


by Paul West and Gordon Wilkins 


London. Correspondents 


T SEEMS that we are traversing a cycle of 

revolutionary ideas in automotive tech- 
nique. Here is an engine of entirely new 
principle, and of such simplicity that it has 
only 9 moving parts! “Omega” is its name, 
conceived by 67-year-old millionaire Gran- 
ville Bradshaw, who has been approached by 
interested automobile manufacturers from the 
U.S., France and Germany. 

The Omega is not an engine just for 
motorcars. It may be equally adequate for 
motorcycles, motorboats, and even big ships 
and locomotives. What is more, it will run 
on gas, diesel oil, or kerosene, and it is air- 
cooled and extremely lightweight. 

Here is the revolutionary pattern of the 
Omega: It has only one circular cylinder, in 
looks very much like the inflated inner tube 
of a tire, and is cast in 2 pieces. This cylinder 
has slots in its walls for intake and exhaust 
ports, and rotates continuously in the same 
direction at half the crankshaft speed. In the 
interior of the cylinder are 4 double-ended 
pistons, which go forward and _ backward, 
very much as does a wristwatch escapement. 
Each opposite pair of pistons is connected by 
an arm to | of 2 discs, so that the appear- 
ance of the arms is that of a large X, with 


| each arm connected to its own disc. 





There is only one sparkplug fitted to the 
cylinder, which obviously travels with it. 
Each time the plug reaches a gap between a 
pair of pistons (after having completed a 
90-degree turn) it explodes the fuel which 
is compressed there. The result is an explo- 
sion that throws those pistons apart in the 
manner of a pair of scissors being opened. 

The cylinder, still rotating, allows the 
sparkplug to reach the next short gap between 
the other side of one of the “fired” pistons 
and the next double-ended piston. It again 
fires the injected fuel and once more 2 pistons 
are thrown apart. 

The discs, not shown in the illustration, 
are connected to and oscillate a coaxial shaft 
(i.e., one working inside the other). These 
shafts are joined thru short links that oper- 










WIDE WORLD 





ate as do conventional connecting rods and 
transform the oscillating motion into usable 
power thru a rotating crankshaft. 

The advantages of the Omega are given 
by Mr. Bradshaw himself: 1) weight reduced 
to half that of a similar-output conventional 
engine, 2) small size [only 9-inch diameter], 
3) fuel consumption cut by 35 per cent when 
compared to conventional engine of equal 
capacity, and 4) 200,000 miles before an 
overhaul is required. 

Mr. Bradshaw expects to build his engine 
at a cost of 30 per cent less than conven- 
tional types, and believes a 152-cubic-inch 
racing model would produce 400 horsepower 
at 10,000 rpm. A 6l1-cubic-inch engine has 
been built, but no data on performance has 
been released. 

Tho interesting in concept, serious design 
problems will require extensive testing of the 
engine before production is possible. Con- 
siderable heat in the combustion area of the 
toroidal cylinder is likely to cause piston 
seizure. Pistons themselves present a difficult 
machining problem in that the inside must 
be concave and the outside convex as must 
the piston rings. Also, there is a flat area 
on the inside of the piston where the arms 
are attached. Thermal distortion is particu- 
larly tricky in such a complicated form, and 
there is no provision for cooling the pistons. 
Since the rings. cannot revolve, unequal wear 
could result in early blow-by and breakage. 





NEW LIGHT ON AN OLD PROBLEM 





The Bone-Midland light, 
while still in the labora- 
tory stage, promises fo 
reduce glare for oncom- 
ing traffic and increase 
visibility of the road and 
shoulder for the driver 
of the car equipped. A 
metal vane within the 
light casts a shadow 
over the road’s left lane 
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255 H.P. DESOTO FIREFLITE CHOSEN TO PACE 


Indianapolis: De Soto Division of the 
Chrysler Corporation has been invited to 
provide the pace car for the 1956 Memorial 
Day 500 mile race at Indianapolis. This 
announcement was made recently by Mr. 
Tony Hulman, President and General Man- 
ager of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 


Commenting on the selection of De Soto as 
official pace car, Mr. Hulman said, “The 
1956 DeSoto was selected by the track 
committee for its outstanding performance 
and superb handling qualities.” 


In accepting the pace car award, Mr. L. I. 
Woolson, President of the De Soto Division 


replied: ‘We are of course proud that our 
1956 De Soto has been selected as official 
pace car. The Indianapolis “500” is cer- 
tainly one of the most exciting sporting 
events in America... each car entered repre- 
sents the finest in engineering skill and 
ingenuity. It is a great honor to have De Soto 
chosen to pace this distinguished field.” 


Mr. Woolson added that the official Indians 
apolis pace car will be a De Soto Fireflite 
Convertible chosen at random from the 
production line in Detroit. It will have the 
Fireflite 255-horsepower engine, mechani- 
cal push-button drive selector, De Soto “Full- 
Time” power steering and power brakes. 


40th ANNUAL INDIANAPOLIS “500” MILE RACE CLASSIC 
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Mainstays of the Hertz rental fleet. Front row (left to right)— 
Buick, Ford, Chevrolet. Back row —Cadillac, Oldsmobile, Plymouth 


Why does Hertz — worlds largest rental fleet — 
use Champion Spark Plugs? | 


Operating 15,500 cars and 15,000 trucks, Whatever car you drive—Chevrolet, Ford, 
Plymouth or any of the higher-priced makes 
—take a tip from Hertz’ experience and use 
. Sy ‘ : 5-rib Champion Spark Plugs. You'll feel the 
full-firing Champions! difference in faster starts, quicker response, 


Hertz wants the most power and the 


most miles per gallon ...so Hertz uses 


more miles per gallon, when you get the best 


You can bet that Hertz, world’s largest ne ; 
—5-rib Champions! 


rental fleet, knows all about spark plug per- 
formance and value! 

All around the globe, Hertz has put spark 
plugs through the world’s toughest road CHARM PIO 
tests. The fact that Hertz uses 5-rib ‘al 


Champions speaks for itself! 
L OOK FOR THE 5 RIBS 















The U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee has investigated 
the development and growth 

of General Motors to determine 
if GM is a trust or monopoly. 
MOTOR TREND here presents 
some highlights of the early 
years, the current activities, 

and the near future of this 
vast, complex organization. 

Here is the dope on engineering 

research, body styling, and 
sales procedures in GM’s 
then-dark, now-bright history 









The 1908 Cadillac 











A 1919 Olds: GM's 1,000,000th car 









The 25,000,000th: a ‘40 Chevy 


The 1st dream car” 
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GM's latest, the gas-turbine-powered Firebird II 







by Don MacDonald 









SYCHICALLY, perhaps, when Time 

magazine chose Harlow H. Curtice as 
1955's man-of-the-year, the editors added 
a footnote to their cover which read 
“General Motors’ Curtice.” 

Men-of-the-years of the past have been 
political, military, or scientific. None ex- 
cept Walter P. Chrysler in 1928 have 
been business men. Going beyond Time, 
it seems as tho we have a new breed of 
man—progressing thru the ape, Neander- 
thal and Cro-Magnon men to Corporate 
men of the 20th century. 

Mr. Curtice has devoted 42 years to 
General Motors, starting in 1914 as a 
bookkeeper for the AC Spark Plug Co. 
only 6 years after the formation of the 
parent organization. Now he is the presi- 
dent of an industrial phenomenon that is 
bigger by far than any other corporation 
in this country and also bigger (treasury- 
wise ) than the majority of sovereign coun- 


tries. This is despite the fact that twice 
(1910 and 1919-21) GM has been in 
deeper financial trouble than the darkest 
nightmares of today’s independent auto- 
mobile producers. 

To trace GM's growth in detail since 
its organization in 1908 would require 
a lace-like chart covering 2 of our pages 
and involving nearly every famous name 
in the industry. Buick, for example, 
stemmed from a bankrupt plumbing con- 
cern called Buick and Sherwood. It be- 
came the springboard from which Wil- 
liam C. Durant built General Motors, and 
as a division, was run for many years by 
Walter P. Chrysler. 

When R. E. Olds sold out to Durant, 
he left to found Reo. Henry Leland took 
over Henry Ford’s 1st and only failure, 
the Detroit Automobile Co., to found 
Cadillac and left soon after the advent 
of Durant to create Lincoln. Somewhere 


around 1910, Henry Ford was within a 
million dollar hair of selling out to GM. 

C. W. Nash and Durant himself were. 
both ex-presidents of GM who left to 
make automobiles under their own names, 
one successfully and the other not. Aside 
from surviving divisions, cars once made 
by GM included Cartercar, Elmore, Ran- 
dolph, Welch, Scripps-Booth and Sheri- 
dan. Buick made the Marquette, Oldsmo- 
bile the Viking, Cadillac the LaSalle, and 
Pontiac swallowed up its parent Oakland. 

The expanding colossus rapidly ab- 
sorbed even its suppliers, bringing into 
the fold such companies as Packard Elec- 
tric (originators of the Packard car); 
Dayton Engineering Laboratories, which 
became Delco and blessed GM with the 
practical genius of Charles “Boss” Ketter- 
ing; Hyatt Roller Bearing, whose Ist 
draftsman, Alfred P. Sloan, later became 
GM's president and still is chairman of 
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the board; and Fisher Body, which once 
was happy to sell to all comers. 

We mention only a few but should 
not neglect AC Spark Plug, whose initials 
stand for Albert Champion. This French 
racing driver was financed by Durant in 
his 2nd attempt at the sparkplug busi- 
ness which soon became part of Buick and 
later GM. Controversy still surrounds the 
Ist attempt and whether it grew into 
what is now the Champion Spark Plug 
Co., but at any rate, this giant competitor 
of AC is completely independent of both 
GM and its story. 

You can see by now that Durant’s 
concept was an integrated organization 
that not only manufactured a complete 
range of automobiles, but built thru its 
subsidiaries as many as possible of the 


parts that went into the automobile. If 
Durant had had a chance before the 
blow-up, he probably would have owned 
his own steel mill and ore mines. 

Founder Durant controlled General 
Motors for 2 separate periods. During 
the Ist (1908 through 1912) he oper- 
ated behind the scenes, wheeling and 
dealing in whole corporations, but never 
claiming more than a vice-presidency and 
directorship in GM. Surprisingly, in that 
era when many industrialists were classed 
as robber barons, no-one ever accused him 
of an unethical act. To this day, General 
Motors reflects his 2 great legacies—op- 
timism and vision. Nevertheless, he was 
a poor administrator and airily neglected 
production problems. 

This latter failing caused his downfall. 


Like anyone else around 1910, GM could 
sell every car it could make and not 
enough money came in when production 
lagged, at least not enough to satisfy Will 
Durant’s requirements. The banks moved 
in and installed production expert Charles 


W. Nash as president, removing both 
Durant and his figureheads. 

Mr. Nash may have gotten the pro- 
duction lines moving again, but he neg- 
lected to read his morning copy of the 
Wall Street Journal. Between November, 
1912, and June, 1916, Durant in “retire- 
ment” had formed Chevrolet from the 
embryo Little Motor Co. Using Chevrolet 
stock (which at the start was worth little 
more than air) plus the intangible value 
of Durant’s reputation with the investing 
public, he quietly bought into GM until 








Feature car of GM’s Motorama will be Firebird II, a more 
plausible version of guided-missile original on 120-inch 
wheelbase. Relatively orthodox style-wise (compared to oth- 
er Motorama cars), car is replete with unusual details. GM’s 
president Curtice says, “Firebird II represents a report to 
the public on our progress in gas turbine development.” New 









Cadillac’s town car adaptation of already-committed-for-pro- 
duction brougham will stay a dream despite resemblance. 
Body is of Fiberglas and top (55.8 inches off ground) is 


black leather. Interior has black Fiberglas paneling and 
white leather in front. Rear compartment includes 
air conditioning, radio-telephone, ladies’ vanity, 
cigar humidor, and bar. Hardware is satin gold. 
Doors are controlled by micro-switches with 
safety lock actuated by transmission control. 
All doors can be locked and all windows raised ~ 
by using key in rear door. Electrical system can be 
over-ridden mechanically with car key for convenience. 
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Whirlfire engine generates more than 200 hp, weighs about 
850 pounds. Because of regenerator’s recovery of up to 80 
per cent of exhaust heat, fuel economy approaches that of 
present piston engines. Designed for passenger car use, new 
GT-304 engine connects thru 7 to 1 reduction gear to drive- 
shaft, which transmits power to car’s automatic transmission. 
Firebird II is also test bed for such features as door locks 
controlled by magnetic key; 17-inch tires that have overall di- 
ameter smaller than next year’s 14-inch super balloons; com- 
plete electro-hydraulic control of everything, including trunk 
lid; independent suspension of all wheels by Delco Air Oil 
Suspension units; and radar system that will 
automatically predict obstructions ahead 
and apply brakes with effort based on 

rate of closure. Show car’s body is proba- 
bly most expensive ever built, being composed 
entirely of rare titanium. Another car has plastic body. 








Instead of calling this Bonneville II, Pontiac prefers to call 
it Club de Mer. Strictly for use in straightaway time trials, it 
is powered by a 300-horsepower V8. Air for engine cool- 
ing enters front, exhausts thru sides of front 
fenders. On a 104-inch wheelbase (shorter 
even than 56 Ramblers), car has clear- 

ance of only 5 inches. Headlights and 
parking lights revolve as unit and disap- 
pear when not in use. Interesting mechan- 

a ical detail is synchromesh transmission located 
behind passenger compartment, adjacent to differen- 
tial—a true prediction of things to come from General 
Motors, and in the not-too-distant motoring future, at that. 
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finally he marched in upon a surprised 
board of directors and said: “Gentlemen, 
I am president.” Iricidentally, he brought 
with him Chevrolet. 

His 2nd tour was marked by more opti- 
mistic expansion, which could be termed 
reckless except for the vision behind it. 
Still ic outstripped capital, and during the 
depression of 1920-21, many remember 
the boarded-up windows of the unfinished 
GM building on Detroit’s Grand Boule- 
vard and GM stock selling for $7 a share, 
shares for which Durant had paid as much 
as $500. 

Durant went out in late 1920 (to once 
again found his own company on his sur- 
prisingly durable reputation) and solid 
old Pierre duPont came in. From here 
stems the legend that duPont controls 







Oldsmobile’s Golden Rocket seems to be designed around 
Cadillac’s idea of what bumpers should look like. Twin pon- 

toons add much to keeping overall length near that of cur- 

rent Oldsmobiles; wheelbase (105) is 17 inches shorter. V8 we 
engine of 275 hp is housed in aircraft-type nacelle. For en- 
trance into car, door is opened, roof panel automatically 4 
lifts, seat rises and turns outward. Steering wheel C 
folds under column on simultaneous pressing of 

2 buttons to permit driver to slide into place, 

or automatically in a crash. Location of but- i 
tons prevents unintentional folding of wheel. 









General Motors. Actually, duPont money 
was used to stem the cave-in, and their 
ownership today amounts to a substantial 
but non-controlling 23 per cent. 

As soon as things were solvent, Mr. 
duPont returned to his own affairs and 
turned things over to Alfred P. Sloan. 
Where Durant provided the vision that 
built but nearly ruined GM, duPont made 
the corporation solid financially. Sloan, a 
competent engineer, found outlet for an- 
other forte, managerial genius. He rea- 
soned that one man could not effectively 
maintain an all-seeing God-like control 
over what was already an enterprise worth 
a billion dollars. 

From his thinking stemmed the famous 
GM system of decentralized control which, 
like the military, separates command, staff, 


and operating functions. It was and still is 
so good that Henry Ford II’s first act upon 
taking over from Grandfather in 1945 was 
to start reorganization based precisely on 
the GM pattern. 

The Sloan era (which is still very much 
in evidence) brought to the fore Ketter- 
ing and automotive engineering and re- 
search worthy of the name; proving 
grounds that would test a car before it got 
into the hands of the owner; Harley Earl 
and styling; but mainly expanded inquiry 
into things other than automotive, a facet 
already started by Durant. 

During this period, GM built Frigidaire 
into a household word so common they 
have all but lost trademark rights; replaced 
steam locomotives on American tracks 
with diesels; (Continued on page 50) 


Chevy’s Impala can be considered a close approximation of 


— that company’s 1958 model, with possible exception of 
tinted wrap-around-the-top windshield. Dimensions are bas- 
ically current Chevy except that body is 8 

inches lower. Body is Fiberglas, trimmed 


with stainless steel. Interesting detail is 
speed warning system which spans en- 


tire instrument panel and has 10 circular 
windows which light up progressively in 
more intensive shades of red for higher road 
speeds. Another interior feature is padded bar emanating 


from steering column, angling upward to flatten into hori- 
zontal plane entire width of car. Instrument controls fit flush 
with bar surface. Power is by 225-hp V8, thru Powerglide. 










Pail 


Buick Centurion could soon be in your garage. Four passen- 


gers sit in bucket seats inside a Fiberglas body, on a wheel- 
base 4 inches shorter than current Specials. Grille and hood 
are solid unit hinging at front behind grille and opening at 
rear. Rear panel of car houses TV camera 


for giving rear view of road on instru- 
ment panel screen. Steering column is 
on centerline of car, connected with 
wheel at driver’s position by cantilever 
arm, allowing leg freedom for driver. 


Stop and backup lights are in bomb in rear — 
center of car; when not in use, they appear to be 
solid chrome because of chromed effect of outer lenses. 
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1956 Indianapolis 500 Rules 
Announced. . . 


NE DAY LAST MONTH the only man 
who has the real say-so—Indianapolis 
Speedway Owner Tony Hulman—announced 
the long-awaited regulations for the '56 500- 
mile race. It was a simple announcement— 
no changes over the 55 rules. The reason for 
standing pat, said Mr. Hulman, was that 
. we feel it would be unfair to alter the 
regulations on such short notice. Several pro- 
posals were given serious consideration, but 
too much work already has been done by 
some car owners in preparation for this year's 
race to make any major changes advisable 
now.” Perhaps some other owners thought it 
just as unfair to wait as late as January to 
announce the '56 regulations. 

Shortly before Mr. Hulman’s announce- 
ment, opinions around Indianapolis indi- 
cated that at least 2 changes were virtually 
assured for '56—the banning of nitromethane 
as a fuel additive, and a provision to allow 
stock (non-overhead cam) engines of from 
305 to 335° cubic inches displacement. The 
pre-announcement feeling went this way: Ni- 
tromethane, dangerous or not, has bred dis- 
agreement and resentment around the Speed- 
way in the past. Many successful car owners 
say that they have never used nitro at all, 
even to qualify. More important still, most 
owners wanted to see the race slowed down. 

The stock-type engine feud is one that has 
been smoldering for several years. It gained 
tremendous impetus last year when the Dean 
Van Lines Dodge-powered car not only 
showed great potential (tho it failed to qual- 
ify) but seemingly captured the fancy of the 
crowd. Where there’s smoke there's fire, and 
lots of people got fired up about the possi- 
bilities of stock engines. With crowd appeal 
and the enjoyment of experimentation in 
mind, some car owners were on the brink of 
having a go at it with something other than 
a Meyer-Drake. None of the stock-engine ad- 
vocates wanted to oust the Meyer-Drakes, they 
simply wanted to compete with them. But 
they needed one thing badly—some extra cu- 
bic inches. In December it seemed almost 
sure that they'd get their inches; apparently it 
was only a question of how many. At least 
305 inches was considered a certainty, with 
335 a good possibility. Either of these engine 
sizes could probably have qualified for the 
race—it boiled down to this. In order to 
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stay with the Meyer-Drakes a driver would 
have to wind a 305 engine up so tight that it 
wouldn't have much chance of staying to- 
gether for 500 miles. If many such cars qual- 
ified and then dropped out, it would hurt the 
race. A 335-cubic-inch engine might go the 
distance if well prepared, and would be pretty 
near an equal of the Meyer-Drakes—in fact 
probably too near an equal to make some Offy 
owners happy. And it may be that too few 
vs. too many cubic inches cancelled out the 
stock engine possibility for ‘56, thereby can- 
celling a lot of hopes and perhaps a few well- 
laid plans. 

Mr. Hulman, unquestionably aware of all 

this, said that the 1957 rules would be an- 
nounced early in June, probably would pro- 
vide for stock-type engines, and might comply 
with F.1.A. standards. For those who wanted 
to know what happened, it can only be said 
that after waiting this long, one more year 
can’t hurt too much. Undoubtedly the "56 500 
will draw the same capacity crowds that 500s 
have drawn in the past, but to many among 
those crowds, and to the enthusiasts (and car 
owners) who stay home on Memorial Day, it 
will still be another Meyer-Drake sweepstakes, 
another year of boredom at the Brickyard. 
USAC Sanctions Its Ist Race. . . 
On December 27th the AAA held what was 
presumably its last automobile race. It was an 
indoor midget program at the Fort Wayne, 
Ind., Memorial Coliseum. Just 12 days later 
at the same Coliseum, with the same promot- 
er, the same cars, the same drivers, and the 
same officials, the freshly formed United 
States Auto Club sanctioned its lst race. For 
those in doubt, this serves as a typical exam- 
ple of how the USAC plans to take over the 
AAA racing function using pretty much the 
same personnel and equipment. 

The USAC hopes to revitalize some aspects 
of the sport, and the presently sagging midget 
program is a good example. The Club already 
has over 45 Midwest midget dates set, and 
has arranged to join with the ARDC ( strictly 
a midget organization) in the East to provide 
top-flight midget programs in that area, with 
drivers of both groups competing together. 

USAC has already scheduled more late- 
model stock-car races than AAA had all last 
year, and a separate short-track division will 
be added. In the championship circuit (Indy- 
type cars) all "55 dates will be repeated, and 
4 or 5 new ones may be added. The once- 
infamous Lakewood Speedway in Atlanta 
has asked for a sanction, and they'll probably 
get it if they spend some $10,000 on safety 
improvements. Other sanctions may go to 
Darlington Raceway and Memphis-Ark Speed- 
way, and there will likely be an added West- 
ern date. Only the vaguest possibility exists 
for a Toronto group which claims to be build- 
ing a 2\4-mile speedway and wafts a 500- 
mile USAC race there, but it could happen. 

No U.S. organization will get the F.I.A. 
representation for the country this year, but 
it’s almost sure to go to USAC in ‘57, since it, 
and everyone else in the industry, will stress 
safety. Racing Director Duane Carter has a 
view toward safety that’s sound as it is old— 
prevent accidents before they happen. He 
hopes to do it thru regular magnafluxing of 





cars, rigid physical examinations for drivers, 
close inspection of tracks and screening of 
ill-handling cars. With "56 promising to be 
one of the biggest auto racing years ever, 
USAC has its sights set high. 

Italians Challenge U.S. at Monza. . . 
Every racing enthusiast who has ever done 
any dreaming has pictured a race pitting the 
best cars and drivers of the U.S. and Europe. 
Sometimes dreams come true. The manage- 
ment of the famed Monza race course in Italy 
has asked the USAC to send its best 8 or 10 
cars and drivers abroad in ‘56 to compete 
with the best from Europe. The Italians have 
offered to pay expenses for cars, drivers, and 
crews, as well as $32,000 in prize money. 
Here's the race they propose: 500 miles on 
the new 2.64-mile Monza high-speed oval. 
Engine displacement would be unlimited and 
the race would be run in a counter-clockwise 
direction (as in the U.S.). The U.S. cars and 
drivers would likely be chosen from the top 
56 Indianapolis finishers, along with the 
leaders in the ‘55 AAA Championship stand- 
ings. The Italians have oftered several dates 
(October 7 seems most likely), and altho this 
race is still in the planning stage it stands an 
excellent chance of becoming a reality. 

Cars and Drivers For Indy. . . 

Rumors of car-driver combinations for the '56 
Indianapolis 500 are already circulating. It’s 
pretty certain that Champion Bob Sweikert 
will switch from John Zink to the D-A Lu- 
bricants stable for '56, and Jim Bryan may be 
racing under new colors too. A carryover ru- 
mor from last year is that the Novi will go 
to rear-wheel drive. Reports from Italy say 
that the Bardahl Ferrari has been completed 
and successfully tested, and that one-time 
World Champion Farina will be the driver 
at Indy. Some sources say too, that at least 
one D Jaguar will be entered in the 500. 
Plymouth Fury Rages at Daytona. . . 
While preparing this issue for press, we got 
word from Plymouth that Phil Walters was 
going to try for some new NASCAR straight- 
away records with the 240-hp 2-door hardtop 
Fury (see page 10). On January 10th we re- 
ceived a wire from Daytona Beach that the 
303-cubic-inch V8 (with standard transmis- 
sion, 3.54 rear axle) had pulled the Fury 
from a standing start on the hard-packed sand 
to an average 82.54 mph in a mile (2-way 
run; former record holder was Cadillac with 
80.428). From a flying start, bucking a 19- 
mph crosswind, it averaged 124.01 mph. 
You'll recall that until this date, MT’s Don 
MacDonald held the Class 3 record of 
112.295 mph in his '55 DeSoto (for the full 
story, see May '55 MT). 

Way-Out Corvette. . . 

The 56 Chevy Corvette clocked an average 
150.1 mph on a 2-way run with NASCAR 
sanctioned driver Zora Arkus-Duntov at the 
wheel. A half-windshield and tonneau cover 
was used, rather than the full top and wind- 
shield, and the half-windshield will be avail- 
able to the public. We expect to see the car 
at many road races, Sebring, and possibly 
this year’s Le Mans. 

Nassau Speed Week Results. . . 

With no less than 15 Ferraris and 4 D Jag- 
uars on hand along with some of the world’s 
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leading drivers, Nassau Speed Week promised 
to be really speedy. It was. Ist major event 
was the 105-mile Governor's Trophy Race— 
30 laps on the 3.5-mile Windsor Airport 
course. For half of the race it looked like 
Sherwood Johnston driving Briggs Cunning- 
ham’s D Jag would be the winner, but he was 
being pressed by a hard-driving Spaniard— 
the Marquis dePortago—on a Monza Ferrari. 
In fact, the Marquis pressed so hard that he 
ran smack into Johnston from the rear. Both 
cars spun and both recovered, but the D Jag 
wasn’t right after the brush, and the flying 
Marquis went on to win at 92.397 mph. Cali- 
fornian Phil Hill was a second behind and 
Johnston wound up 3rd. But just 2 days later 
in the premier event, the 210-mile Nassau 
Trophy Race, it was a different story. Almost 
everything was the same except that Hill had 
the wheel of a brand new 3.5-liter Ferrari 
rather than his customary 3-liter Monza. That 
was all he needed. Hill and the new Ferrari 









ciety of Auto Sports, Fellowship, and Educa- 
tion, Inc. (but the SAFE name will yield to 
NASCAR ). As a result the overall organiza- 
tion plans to schedule some 2000 races in ’56 
with prize money totaling more than $2 mil- 
lion. Meanwhile NASCAR made other an- 
nouncements pertinent to the '56 season. One 
was the establishment of a national late-mod- 
el convertible circuit to be run under Grand 
National rules (one-half-mile tracks or long- 
er) but as a completely separate group from 
the Grand National (sedans) and late-model 
short-track divisions. First appearance for this 
division will be a 160-mile race at Daytona 
Beach Speedweek, which will be sandwiched 
between a 125-mile race for sportsmen and 
modified cars and the 160-mile Grand Na- 
tional finale. And NASCAR, seemingly at 
wits’ end trying to decide what is “stock” and 
what isn't, and with winners of 2 recent 
events disqualified because of non-stock en- 
gines, started an attack on the problem from 
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About $700,000 will be spent by Le Mans fo effect construction of the new pif area. A 7-foot wall, a 10- 
foot road, a 4-foot high by 3-foot-wide barrier, and a grass strip will separate the stands from the track 


were not only too much for dePortago and 
Johnston, but also for 54 winner and now in- 
ternationally respected Masten Gregory who 
showed up in time for the final race with a 
Maserati. Hill took the lead instantly as the 
potent pack shot away from the Le Mans 
start, and never gave it up. His winning aver- 
age was a breathtaking 98.207 mph. Some 
25 seconds back was dePortago followed by 
Gregory and Ernie Erickson on a D Jag. Brit- 
ish Champion Stirling Moss, clearly out- 
classed machinery-wise, wound up | Ith over- 
all after his Austin-Healey 100-S was forced 
out of the race. Ed Crawford of Northville, 
Ill., put on a remarkable show with a Porsche 
Spyder to finish 8th overall. Other events at 
Nassau were just as thrilling and Speed Week 
may well become the event of the year for 
international sportsmen. Next similar event 
will be Sebring’s 12-hour Grand Prix of En- 
durance, which will offer cash prizes for the 
Ist time this year. It could lure some of the 
U.S.’s top professionals in addition to the 
amateurs; pro champ Bob Sweikert is entered 
in a D Jaguar. 

NASCAR Merges With SAFE. . . 
NASCAR, already a sprawling racing associ- 
ation, sprawled a little more thru a merger 
with SAFE, a midwestern stock car racing 
group with the unwieldy official name of So- 


another flank with a stringent set of penalties 
for violators. In the past, the driver of an of- 
fending car simply forfeited the prize money 
he would have won, but now the violation 
will result not only in loss of prize money but 
of all championship points earned by the 
driver to the date of the violation. Further 
violations will result in fines and various sus- 
pensions from racing, in addition to forfeiture 
of points and prize money. 

Upcoming Grand Prix Season. . . 

Most of the rumors that have been flying 
about the forthcoming Grand Prix season 
have now been solidified. It is certain that 
Mercedes-Benz will stick by its earlier an- 
nouncement and retire from auto racing for 
the year. Reports say that Neubauer will re- 
tire and some 500 people involved in the M-B 
racing program will be absorbed in the com- 
pany. Obviously the Mercedes withdrawal will 
take some of the spice out of the season's 
racing. Some of the thrill has to be missing 
when you know that a car faster than any of 
those on the circuits is sitting someplace up 
on blocks. At the same time, what has been a 
friendly bout until now should blossom into 
an open one—Fangio vs. Moss. (By the time 
you read this, round one will have been com- 
pleted at the Argentine Grand Prix). After 
some shopping around both drivers have 


signed on with major factories. Moss will 
drive for Maserati, as was pretty much ex- 
pected, despite pressure on him to drive a 
British car (BRM or Connaught). Maserati 
could have real power if Behra, Mieres and 
Musso string along. Fangio, also asked to 
drive BRM and other cars, has cast his lot 
with Ferrari and so has Britisher Peter Collins 
who was supposedly going to run interference 
for Moss regardless of where the latter signed. 
No news of Italian star Castellotti, but Ferrari 
is his probable choice. So even with the Silver 
Stars packed away for the year, 56 may turn 
out to be an interesting season—it will prob- 
ably be more the drivers than the cars that 
make it so. 

Great American Mountain Rallye. . . 
Porsche proved itself just as at home in the 
mountains as it has been on the racing cir- 
cuits when a Speedster driven by Don Krip- 
len and Charles Rickert of Indianapolis won 
overall Ist place in the tough, 1100-mile 
Great American Mountain Rallye. Second and 
3rd overall places went to a Triumph TR-2 
and an Austin-Healey. In other classes, Aus- 
tin-Healey won the factory team prize, Hill- 
man Huskies won the production touring 
class, and a ‘55 Buick won among the Amer- 
ican production cars. In the hotly contested 
club entry class the Volkswagen Auto Club 
was Ist, followed by the Woodstock Motor 
Club and the Eastern Pennsylvania Region of 
the SCCA. 

Bugatti Returns. . . 

While one famous name—Mercedes Benz— 
has retired from auto racing, another may re- 
turn. A prototype (Type 251) Bugatti Grand 
Prix car with a rear-mounted 8-cylinder en- 
gine has already been completed, and another 
is in preparation. And, altho most of them 
have been squelched, some rumors persist that 
Alfa Romeo will come up with something hot 
in the way of a Grand Prix car for ‘56. 





february 

4-12, General Motors Motorama, Miami, Fla. ie 

12-26, NASCAR Speedweek, Daytona Beach, Fla. 

22-26, Autorama, Connecticut State Armory, 
Hartford. 


march 

3-11, General Motors Motorama, Los Angeles 
24, General Motors Motorama, San Francisco 
24, F.1.A. Grand Prix of Endurance, Sebring, Fla. 


J 

april 

19-29, General Motors Motorama, Boston 

21-22, SCCA Race, Pebble Beach, Calif. 

21-May 2, International Motor Show, Turin, Italy 

28-May 6, International Automobile Show, New 
York Coliseum 

23-29, Mille Miglia, Italy 


may 

13, Monaco Grand Prix, Monte Carlo 

30, USAC 500-Mile Memorial Day Race, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 
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When the once-modest Dodge 
shattered all U.S. closed car rec- 
ords at Bonneville, it foretold 

an all-out sales assault on other 
makes in the low-medium bracket 


AN MT RESEARCH REPORT 


ODGE is a serious contender for more 
than its usual share of sales in the 
medium-price field for 1956. Competitive 
anticipation keynotes this car from grille 
to “flight-sweep” rear fins. In between, 
items such as increased power, pushbutton 
shifting, record player, and an abundance 
of power assists have been incorporated to 
create a package of “that’s for me” sales 
appeal which will be hard to resist. 


Test car: Custom Royal Lancer V8 2-door 
hardtop with powerpack (230-hp) engine. 
Equipment included PowerFlite transmis- 
sion; dual exhausts; power-assisted steer- 
ing, brakes, windows, and front seat; ra- 
dio; heater and safety belts. Rear-axle ratio 
3.54 with 7.60 x 15 tubeless tires. 


Engine: Dodge's bid for performance lau- 
rels this year is based upon a revised 230- 
horsepower “Super-Powered Super Red 
Ram” V8 with a 3.63-inch bore and a 
3.80-inch stroke (highest powered of 3 
available V8 engines). This engine boasts 
315 cubic inches working under a com- 
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pression ratio of 8.0 to 1, representing an 
increase of 45 cubic inches over last year’s 
hemispherical combustion chamber model 
with dual rocker arms (giving 183 hp). 


Other options: In keeping with the gen- 
eral trend, Dodge offers a full complement 
of optional equipment. In addition to the 
usual array of power assists, music lovers 
will find the new record player another 
reason why motoring is America’s greatest 
pastime. Up to one hour of thoroly mixed 
music is featured on each side of the 6 
records furnished with the unit. Air con- 
ditioning, seatbelts, windshield washers 
and the like make this “optional at extra 
cost” list as extra as you want it. Safety 
doorlatches, rear-door safety lock and safe- 
ty rim wheels are standard equipment. 
Aside from PowerFlite, either 3-speed 
or overdrive transmission can be had in 
any Dodge model, 6 or V8. These trans- 
missions should be desirable when an econ- 
omy package (such as the Dodge 6 with 
overdrive) is under consideration. How- 
ever, don’t treat them too roughly if cou- 








pled with the top engine, as they are an 
old design and slow of gate. Power brake 
and steering options should be considered 
only in the light of your either being will- 
ing to pay for extreme driving convenience 
or planning for an economic situation at 
trade-in time. The cars without these op- 
tions are adequately easy to handle. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: You'll have no trouble 
getting in or out of this car. Body dimen- 
sions are the same as last year, featuring 
wide-angle door hinges, plenty of head- 
room and kneeroom from doorsill to wind- 
shield cornerpost, and a steering wheel that 
is high enough to slide under easily. 


Driving position: This can best be de- 
scribed as comfortable for most people. 
Power seat will operate up, down, forward 
and backward but has no tilt arrangement. 
Seatback is positioned rather erectly, and 
a slight feeling of top-heaviness may wor- 
ry driver until several hours have been 




















spent behind the wheel. Shoulder- and el- 
bowroom is usually generous, while steer- 
ing wheel placement allows quick and easy 
maneuvering in traffic. Seat padding is on 
firm side but not uncomfortable. Instru- 
ment grouping is good and readable. Glove 
compartment (on far right side) is small. 


Vision: Vision is good for a hardtop (usu- 
ally 2 inches lower than a sedan) despite 
some distortion in upper corners of sharp- 
ly curved windshield. Cornerposts are rel- 
atively thick but produce no blind spots. 
Gently sloping hood allows a good forward 
view of road while both front fenders are 
just visible over rather high cowl. Rear 
window affords ample view but as in front, 
a tall person will have to slump slightly 
to see below roofline when using rear- 
view mirror. Side or fender mirrors are a 
necessary accessory for this car. 


Operation of controls: Undoubtedly the 





most publicized item on the 56 Dodge is 
its new pushbutton shift control (standard 
with PowerFlite ). Located on an extension 
of instrument panel to left of the wheel 
(photo above, right) and out of the way 
of youngsters are 4 pushbuttons, arranged 
so as to place N for NEUTRAL at the top, 
R for REVERSE to the left, D for DRIVE to 
the right and L for LOW on the bottom. 
Selection is merely a matter of pushing the 
desired button. A hydraulic interlock will 
automatically place the transmission in 
neutral should the driver inadvertently se- 
lect R when the car is moving forward 
above 10 mph. Control from the selector 
to the transmission is accomplished by 
means of a single cable and series of lin- 
ers. Unit being purely mechanical, main- 
tenance should be at a minimum. 

Our test crew found pushbutton driving 
a welcome addition to comfort with one 
exception: it had no positive selection lock. 
For example, if D was engaged, it would 
remain in its depressed position (indicat- 
ing that it was engaged ) until another pos- 
itive selection was made. Unfortunately, 





however, if we touched (but didn’t really 
push) any of the other 3 buttons, the en- 
gaged button would pop out, leaving the 
transmission in the previously selected gear 
and us with absolutely no visual means of 
knowing what gear the car was actually in. 
From experience, we found it was far too 
easy to inadvertently touch another button 
while selecting a gear and have all buttons 
in the “out” position with the car actually 
ready to leap away. We are happy (and 
proud too, if our early criticism of this 
feature played a part) to report that a 
spring on the activator plate has ended 
the problem on all Chrysler products built 
since about January 1. A light shining thru 
the button indicating what gear is engaged 
would also be a welcome change; at pres- 
ent the light shines thru all buttons, with 
no differentiation. 

Dash controls are easy to reach and 
operate. Heater, defroster and fresh-air 
vents perform their designed functions 


with efficiency and relative quietness. 
Windshield wipers are electrically oper- 
ated and do an effective job except for cen- 
ter and side areas of the curved windshield 
(photo at left above ). 


Ease of handling: Dodge has retained its 
“full-time,” coaxial-type power steering 
with its 344 turns from lock to lock (5 
turns on mechanical type). This, coupled 
with power assists in practically all other 
departments, makes for today’s most nearly 
effortless driving. Unless you’re used to 
full-time power steering, you may have a 
tendency to over-control going into a turn. 
On the credit side, it is quick to respond 
and with a little practice should create no 
particular driving problems. Crosswinds 
won't give you any trouble. In the city, this 
car comes close to being the ultimate in 
driving ease. 

Brake and accelerator are positioned for 
quick and easy foot movement, the brake 
pedal being wide enough (8 inches) for 
left-foot braking. Pedal on non-PowerFlite 
equipped cars, with or without power 











brakes, is the standard cowl-hung unit in- 
troduced last year. 


Acceleration: The 230 brake horsepower 
claimed for this year’s next-to-top engine 
shows a marked improvement in all-around 
performance. You will especially like im- 
provement in the passing ranges of 30-50 
and 50-80 mph (where it should be); as 
much as 4.4 seconds have been lopped off 
last year’s best time. 

Of course, performance drops off down 
thru the range of the many engine options 
available. The 218-hp “Super Red Ram” 
(same as the “Super-Powered, etc.” test car 
except for a 2-barrel carburetor) should 
give adequate performance but will not 
necessarily be more economical. The next 
option, the 189-horse “Red Ram,” seems 
like a poor bargain, considering the small 
extra cost of the punchier models. The 6- 
cylinder 131-horsepower “Getaway” en- 
gine is strictly for the economy minded 


photos by Jim Ledge 


(when coupled to overdrive ) but obvious- 
ly must work pretty hard to keep up with 
present-day traffic. Its long-stroke design, 
tho troublefree, has a shorter life expect- 
ancy than the V8s. 

PowerFlite transmission is smooth and 
responsive thruout full driving range; 
you're wasting your time to try and out- 
think it when selecting shifting points. 
During our full-throttle acceleration runs, 
automatic shift into DRIVE range occurred 
at approximately 4000 rpm. By manually 
shifting from LOW (intermediate gear ) 
into DRIVE at up to 400 rpm over this 
normal shift point, we could better our 
0-60 time by only 0.4 second. The same 
technique over the quarter-mile course re- 
duced our time by only 0.3 second, a sav- 
ing hardly worth the effort. 


Braking: This year, Dodge is featuring a 
new power brake design on PowerFlite 
equipped cars, incorporating a _ cowl- 
mounted bellows maintained at atmospher- 
ic pressure (photo next page ). Upon brake 
application, engine vacuum collapses the 
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bellows, transferring the resultant force 
turu a lever arrangement to the master 
brake cylinder. This produces a power as- 
sist of 2.5 times the pedal’s mechanical ad- 
vantage. A reserve vacuum tank takes over 
when the engine is stalled. In the event 
of complete vacuum failure, brakes can be 
operated by mechanical means alone, but 
we braked hard from 60 mph with igni- 
tion off and had power all the way. 

Using MT’s standard brake test consist- 
ing of 12 consecutive stops from 60 mph 
at a deceleration rate of 15 feet per second 
per second (results shown in table), a 
slight fade was noticed after the 4th stop. 
On the Sth stop, pedal travel increased to 
an alarming degree, and during the 6th we 
ran out of brake. No grab or swerve was 
noticed. Brakes returned to usefulness in 3 
minutes. Complete recovery required 5 
minutes of 50 to 60 mph driving. During 
this “cooling off” period, a slight tendency 
to pull right or left was noticed until 
brakes had completely returned to normal. 


Roadability: Characteristically, Dodge has 
retained its soft ride and with no impor- 
tant chassis changes, it inherits the same 
basic roadability that was evidenced in the 
‘SS model. 

Despite very flexible springs, at prac- 
tically any speed road dips are taken in 
stride and without oscillation, thanks to a 
set of fine Oriflow shock absorbers. Pot- 
holes and rough surfaces are ironed out 
by this same combination and directional 
stability is exceptionally good on both flat 
and high-crowned roads. Hard cornering 
will produce substantial body lean, but the 
car has no wild tendency to take off into 
the brush. It can be made to break loose 
but in most cases a Quick twist of the 
wheel or rapid increase of power is all that 
is needed to put it back in the groove. 

High speed gives one a feeling of over- 
all lightness. Response to the slightest 
wheel correction is instantaneous. Altho 
some vibration was noticed from 80 mph 
up, the car seemed willing to obey our 
every command. 

Characteristic of soft springs, a definite 
nose dip or rear-end squat is noticeable 
during hard braking or fast acceleration. 
However, this has no noticeable effect on 
the steering geometry. 


Ride: Acoustically, this car has good con- 
trol. You will feel tar strips and other road 
irregularities (in spite of soft springing ) 
but you won't hear them. Proper use of 
rubber-mounted components and _ body 
panel soundproofing is responsible for this 
low sound level compared to that of last 
year’s model. 


Dodge safety belts wrap around transverse bar at rear 
of seat. Top of seat frame is a narrower bar, encircled 
by a steel cable (dotted line) which goes down thru 
frame and under rear compartment mat to bolt in floor 





















































































































WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Passengers should find this car comfort- 
able and relaxing under most conditions, 
tho twisting or mountain roads will pro- 
duce enough body roll for discomfort. 


Riding in the front seat: Plenty of leg- 
room, shoulder space and headroom. Firm 
but comfortable padding under non-slip 
upholstery with seat placed at chair height. 
Controls are easily reached and can be 
operated without visual attention. Excel- 
lent armrests,’ convenient ashtray place- 
ment, and absence of reflections from the 
dash panel go a long way toward creating 
all-around comfort. 


Riding in the rear seat: Under most con- 
ditions, very comfortable. Visibility is good 
and the rather firm seat is wide enough to 
accommodate 3 average size people with- 
out discomfort. Legroom is adequate altho 
noticeably less in the 2-door hardtop, espe- 
cially if the front seat is all the way back. 
Plenty of headroom helps here; you have 
a tendency to sit in a more upright posi- 
tion. The rear doorsill sweeps back farther 
than usual, giving you more head and 
shoulder clearance when entering or leav- 
ing the car. 


ECONOMY AND EASE 
OF MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: It does not surprise us 
that this year’s substantial rise in horse- 
power has been accomplished at some ex- 
pense in economy. You can’t always add 
cubic inches onto a basic design without 
adversely affecting economy. The surpris- 
ing thing is the performance increment 
gained at so little cost in economy. MT’s 
simulated traffic course, using Mobilgas 
Special, produced an average of 13.4 mpg, 
an increase of about 1 mpg over last year’s 
model. Consumption at steady speeds was 
up slightly (see table). The smaller V8 
should be considerably better at steady 
speeds and the 6 still better. 


Is the car well put together? Workman- 
ship both inside and out is above aver- 
age. Panels fit well and the paint is smooth 
and glossy. Upholstery, which was the typi- 
cal Jacquard-type with metallic thread, was 
excellently tailored as was the headliner. 
Close-fitting windowsills, instrument pan- 
el trim, and floor mats add up to an A for 
workmanship. The rather spacious trunk 
was well-lined and dustproof. 


How did it hold up? We drove our test 
car 673 grueling miles in 2 of the more 
strenuous days of testing without develop- 
ing trouble, mechanical or otherwise. Body 
tightness and engine responsiveness seemed 
to be unchanged except for a slight rattle 
in the steering (Continued on page 55) 
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(230-bhp engine) 


ACCELERATION From Standing Start 
0-30-mph 4.2 0-60 mph 11.8 
Quarter-mile 18.6 and 77 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 4.4 50-80 mph 13.6 


TOP SPEED Fastest run 107.1 Slowest 104.0 
Average of 4 runs 105.1 


FUEL CONSUMPTION Used Mobilgas Special 
Steady Speeds 
20.8 mpg @ 30 19.2 mpg @ 45 
16.2 mpg @ 60 13.5 mpg @ 75 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
13.4 mpg over measured course 
12.5 mpg tank average for 673 miles 


STOPPING DISTANCE 155 feet from 60 mph 


BRAKE FADE Slight after 4th stop from 60 
Complete during 6th stop 
Partial recovery 3 minutes 
Complete recovery 5 minutes 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR Read 32 at true 30, 49 at 45, 
; 65 at 60, and 81 at 75 





; SF 28.4 2 SA 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.63 in. Stroke 3.80 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.047:1. Compression ratio 
8.0:1. Displacement 315 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
230 @ 4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.73. Piston 
travel @ max. bhp 2786.7 ft. per min. Max. 
bmep 151.3 psi. Max. torque 316 lbs.-ft. @ 
2400 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is 3- 
speed synchromesh with helical gears. Auto- 
matic transmission is PowerFlite, 3-element 
torque converter with planetary gears. Over- 
drive transmission is standard shift with 
planetary gears. 


RATIOS: Drive 1.72 x converter ratio and 1.00 
x converter ratio; Low 1.72 x converter ratio; 
Reverse 2.39 x converter ratio. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.73; PowerFlite 
3.54; Overdrive 4.10. 


STEERING: Number of turns lock to lock: 
mechanical 5, power 3.5. Overall ratio: me- 
chanical 27.1 to 1, power 20.1 to 1. TYPE: 
Mechanical, worm and 3-tooth roller. Power, 


DIMENSIONS 


A FRONT OVERHANG 38.7 

B WHEELBASE 120.0 

C REAR OVERHANG 53.3 

D OVERALL HEIGHT 62.7 (60.8 LOADED) 

E MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 5.7 
(at oi! pan) 

F FRONT LEGROOM 44.5 

G REAR LEGROOM 45.0 





Cc AT 1 
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"55 
(183-bhp engine) 
From Standing Start 


0-30 mph 5.2 0-60 mph 16.2 
Quarter-mile 20.3 and 68 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 7.9 50-80 mph 15.3 


Fastest run 102.7 Slowest 101.0 
Average of 4 runs 101.8 


Used Mobilgas Reguiar 

Steady Speeds 

21.5 mpg @ 30 20.1 mpg @ 45 
16.8 mpg @ 60 13.9 mpg @ 75 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
14.3 mpg over measured course 
13.1 mpg tank average for 600 miles 


152 feet from 60 mph 


Read 30 at true 30, 47 at 45, 
62 at 60, and 78 at 75 


Oo N S 


rack and sector and recirculating ball nut. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil, and 
water) 3875 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 
17.8:1. 


TIRES: 7.60 x 15 tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
main factory, federal tax, and delivery and 
handling charges, but not freight.) CORONET 6 
2-door sedan $2155, 4-door sedan $2229. CORO- 
NET V8 2-door sedan $2263, 4-door sedan $2336, 


2-door hardtop $2399, 4-door hardtop $2513, 


convertible $2639. ROYAL 4-door sedan $2474, 
2-door hardtop $2544, 4-door hardtop $2658. 
CUSTOM ROYAL 4-door sedan $2584, 2-door 
hardtop $2654, 4-door hardtop $2768, con- 
vertible $2873. STATION WAGONS 2-door Sub- 
urban 6 $2452, 2-door V8s $2560 and $2689, 
4-door 6-passenger V8s $2677 and $2829, 4- 
door 8-passenger V8s $2783 and $2935. 


ACCESSORIES: PowerFlite $183, overdrive $103, 
power steering $92, power brakes $38, power 
seat $70, power windows $102, radio $110, 
heater $88, air conditioning $567. 


FRONT HEADROOM 35.5 
REAR HEADROOM 34.9 
OVERALL LENGTH 212.0 
OVERALL WIDTH 74.6 

FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 58.0 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 57.8 
TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 


z2z=r°-2--= 
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Custom Royai V8 
2-door hardtop 
with powerpack 
and PowerFlite 

















“TAYING WITH A GOOD THING, 

Chevrolet billboards tell us “The Hot 
One’s Even Hotter.” And they've got some- 
thing to back up their insinuation that— 
saleswise or NASCAR-wise—’55 was a hot 
year indeed. 

But what about the ‘56? You see only 
a small part of the Chevy changeover on 
those billboards or in the showrooms, 
for engine modifications, minor chassis 
changes and additional models in the line 
help dress up what would normally be a 
simple 2nd-year facelift story. 


Test car: Most deluxe 2-door hardtop, 
equipped with Powerglide, power steering 
and brakes, powerpack V8, 6-passenger 
seatbelt installation, best radio, biggest 
heater available. 


Other options: Accessory and convenience 
options include nearly anything you can 
think of or afford—air conditioning 
($125 cheaper this year), power-moved 
seat and windows, unique option of seat- 
belts and shoulder harness, padded, glare- 
proof dashboard top covering. Desirable 
option again this year, electric windshield 
wipers are worth slight ($11) extra cost, 
but may be installed without order in your 
car on delivery depending on where you 
live. (Chevy vacuum wipers have no 
booster, aren’t installed on cars assembled 
in or sent to states like California, where 
this setup isn’t okayed by legislature. ) 


Turn signals are standard on all 56s, pow- - 


erpack is $25 cheaper than in 55. 

Power choices, available in any of Chev- 
rolet’s 19 models (including 2 new 9- 
passenger station wagons, 2 new 4-door 
hardtop sedans), range from 140-horse- 
power 6 (same engine in Powerglide and 
standard-shift cars this year) thru 162- 
and 170-horsepower V8s, to 205-hp pow- 
erpack engine. A pre-Daytona presstime 
announcement brings another power op- 
tion to light: dual quad (2 4-barrel carb) 
manifold, true Corvette cam with me- 
chanical lifters and lightweight valves; 
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cylinder heads have larger intake and ex- 
haust passages. Corvette’s center-takeoff ex- 
haust manifold is topped with a pair of 
oil-wetted (not oil-bath) aircleaners. Out- 
put is 225 bhp and it can be had in any 
model, stick-shift or Powerglide. 

Sturdy 6 has higher compression ratio 
(8 to 1), higher-lift camshaft, hydraulic 
lifters. (Last year’s 123- and 136-hp sixes 
are not available for 56.) Lowest-output 
V8 remains unchanged, is used only with 
3-speed and overdrive transmissions. The 
170-hp ( Powerglide only ) engine had no 
counterpart in 55, when powerpack raised 
162-hp engine to 180; it differs from 
basic V8 only in having a higher-lift cam- 
shaft; both have 2-barrel carburetor, sin- 
gle exhaust manifold. All engines, regard- 
less of transmission used, have hydraulic 
valve lifters. 

Scanning the option sheet you'll find 
that you can now have dual exhausts on 
station wagons (or sedan deliveries) with 
powerpack V8s; change in gas tank con- 
tour makes this possible for 56. Revised 
cylinder block casting and reshaped oil 
pan (for steering gear clearance) lets you 
order a built-in, full-flow type oil filter at 
extra cost (last year’s oil filter was the by- 
pass type). 


Engine: Test car’s high-output V8 gains 
14 per cent power increase over ‘55 thru 
2 major design changes: The same high- 
lift camshaft as used in the 170-hp V8 
(not the 55 Corvette cam, as rumored, 
but a cam with less lift and better low- 
speed performance than the sports car’s 
cam provides), and a compression ratio 
boost to 9.25 to 1 (55 engines, other ’56s 
have 8.0 to 1 ratio). 

Internal changes include modified in- 
take manifold heat riser (enlarged pas- 
sages for greater volume of hot gases to 
aid vaporization of fuel, prevent carbu- 
retor icing ), deeper heat grooving in throt- 
tle body of 4-barrel carburetor for im- 
proved warm-up. Looking at a 55 and 56 
powerpack Chevy from beneath, you’d no- 


foley CHEVROLET 
ROAD TEST 


Some say we were too enthusiastic 
about the ’55 Chevy. They may say 
so again this year. Read this test 

before you decide that we’re biased 


AN MT RESEARCH REPORT 


tice a difference in exhaust pipe setups; 
56 has longer mufflers and shorter ex- 
haust pipes that are designed to minimize 
exhaust noise. 

A mid-’55 change was made in auto- 
matic choke operation to permit quicker 
hot-engine restarting; other changes (ex- 
clusive to 56s) were made to water tem- 
perature gauge and sending unit for quick- 
er, more accurate readings; sparkplugs are 
now the 4-rib type with deep ribs on the 
ceramic body to increase surface distance 
between plug terminal and body. This 
gives resistance to spark “flash-over” (by- 
passing the electrodes), permitting the 
plug to function normally even under 
adverse conditions. 

Giving the V8 greater high-speed out- 
put thru higher compression ratio and 
camshaft changes necessarily raises engine 
rpms; this fact makes you wonder why hy- 
draulic lifters are standard this year in 
most V8s, excluding only the just-an- 
nounced hottest version. Chevrolet engi- 
neering sources tell us that at announce- 
ment time last fall, mechanical lifters were 
scheduled as an option to ward off hydrau- 
lic lifter pump-up under tough circum- 
stances. But Chevrolet engineers pointed 
out that cars in family service certainly 
don’t need them. Because of this, and the 
competitive advantage of having hydraulic 
lifters (they’re quieter in operation than 
solid lifters) in most all engines, they had 
no qualms about dropping mechanical 
lifters for this year. 

Other things new about the engine’s 
accessories boil down to the full-flow oil 
filter, heavier clutch for powerpack V8s. 
Filter came about thru increased demand 
from truck owners who need the heavy- 
duty filter under dusty, dirty conditions; 
increased V8 truck orders made it practical 
to switch to the integral filter in all V8s. 
Beefed-up clutch came as a natural by- 
product of higher torque and rpms. Clutch 
now has woven asbestos face material in- 
stead of molded type, has pressure plate of 
coil springs replacing former diaphragm 

















spring, and pressure-plate ventilation is 
aided by a heat-dissipating, arched cover. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: Many drivers stepping 
into the "56 Chevy will find that the steer- 
ing wheel comes a little closer to their legs 
than in most cars; but the seat-to-wheel 
relationship doesn’t hinder getting in or 
out of the driver’s side. 


Driving position: Long-legged drivers 
will find the steering wheel nudging 
their right thigh as they step on the brake 
pedal (particularly true of standard brake 
setups); test car’s low-set power brake 
pedal alleviated much of this discomfort. 
The tallest of our drivers mentioned no 
discomfort, but felt that additional rear- 
ward seat travel would be welcome. Com- 
bination of high seat, low-set wheel spells 
good control, untiring long-mileage trips. 


Vision: Chevrolet wraparound windshield 
and wiper setup rates praise on 2 major 
counts: glass is free of bothersome distor- 
tion, wipers work efficiently when needed 
to clear snow or road grime. (We disliked 
noise. made as wiper blades hit base mold- 
ing at the center under full-speed opera- 
tion; trouble has been eliminated in cars 
built after about January 15. 

Chevy’s standard inside rear-view mir- 
ror is still not wide enough to take full 
advantage of the broad expanse of rear 
glass, yet to put a wider mirror in the 
present one’s position constitutes forward- 
quarter blindspot. (Panel-mounted mirror 
was used in '53 hardtops, wasn’t as satis- 
factory as present mirror when middle 
passenger blocked all view to rear.) Altho 
56 hood is longer than 55’s, forward 
vision remains excellent; front fenders are 
easy to see, but rear ones aren't readily in 
view from normal seating position. 


Instrument panel: Instruments and their 
positions remain unchanged. Crowned pan- 
el houses high-set speedometer, fuel and 
temperature gauges, ammeter, oil pressure 
warning lights; all are directly in front of 
driver, all are easy to see and read. 


Operation of controls: Light switch at 
left (includes instrument light control 
with full-range rheostat) and cigarette 
lighter at right of instrument group are 
handy for driver (altho passengers reach 
into control area to use the lighter ). Ash- 
tray at driver’s side of center glove com- 
partment is handier for driver than passen- 
gers. Legible, positive Powerglide quadrant 
rests at base of fan-shaped instrument 
housing; easy-to-use, T-handled parking 
brake is at left of steering column, joins 
with transmission parking pawl for pos- 
itive rear-wheel lockup. 

Chevrolet safety belts are unique among 
those offered this year. Loose, “outside” 
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end of belt terminates in a flat, slotted 
metal plate; to fasten belt, you simply poke 
this plate into the buckle housing on the 
other. end of the strap—there’s no loose 
belt to draw thru the buckle. Spring ten- 
sion within the buckle snaps a “finger” 
into the slotted plate, gripping it until 
released by an upward pull on the housing 
(like conventional buckle setup). Simple 
belt-length adjustment is at the buckle end, 
where you run the belt thru a knurled 
roller within the housing. Thus, when you 
release the catch, the loose-end plate is 
freed immediately—again, there’s no sur- 
plus length of belt to run thru the catch. 
(Dealers are finding many _belt-buyers 
among new-car and old-car owners, accord- 
ing to local agencies which we canvassed 
in vain looking for Chevy’s optional 
shoulder harness installed in a ’56. ) 


Ease of handling: Owners of 55 Chevys 
will possibly notice slightly truer steering, 
maybe a little more steering wheel steadi- 


ness, particularly on cars equipped with 
power steering. This boost to handling ease 
is the result of a one-degree increase in 
caster angle. Steering arm ends were raised 
slightly to retain correct steering geometry; 
but this change for the better is coupled 
with the need for adding shims to the 
steering knuckle stops to keep front wheels 
from striking the frame in a hard, tight 
turn; result is a 34-inch increase in turn- 
ing diameter, a change unnoticed by MT’s 
drivers, for the car remains very easy to 
maneuver in tight spots. 

Not only do we admire the steering ease 
of the standard sedan, but believe you will 
be surprised to find that power steering 
isn’t as noticeable as you might think. 
Chevy power steering, driven via shaft 
from the generator, doesn’t alter the num- 
ber of lock-to-lock wheel turns over the 
standard system; standard or power steer- 
ing is vast improvement over the pre-’55 
Chevy set-ups because of stability of ball- 
joint front end. 

Without the steering boost, Chevy is 
amazingly easy to handle at normal and 
high road speeds. Only in parking will 
power steering really be appreciated, for 
the front wheels of any of our cars are 
generally hard to turn when the car is 
barely in motion or not moving at all. 
(Some feel that power steering is more 
practical on the Chevy 6 than the V8, for 
the in-line engine adds some 30 pounds 
to the front end.) There was no disturbing 
steering wheel pull or vibration when 
crossing cartracks, going off road shoulders, 
driving in ruts. 


Acceleration: MT has probably expended 
more complimentary copy on the V8’s ac- 
celeration than on any other phase of 
Chevy performance; but it is an impressive 
machine when you realize that small-size 
V8’s piston displacement (lowest of the 
Big 3 powerpack V8s) puts out surprising 
get-up-and-go. 

Where the new cam should make its 
biggest showing—50-80 mph—time was 
lowered 3.5 seconds from stock 55’s time, 


photos by Jim Lodge and Al Kidd 
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0.9 seconds from °55 powerpack’s 12.9- 
second time. New powerpack was notice- 
ably livelier than last year’s 182-hp job 
at turnpike speeds, but regardless of the 
fact that the 56 went faster, it felt no bet- 
ter at low speeds. Multi-carb powerpack 
should be better at low speeds only. 

Best times in all tests were in DRIVE 
range only; holding Powerglide in Low 
(past DRIVE’S 58-raph automatic shift 
point) for faster times was futile. 


Braking: One of the finest features intro- 
duced by Chevy in '55 continues to impress 
us—absence of nosedive under all stopping 
conditions, including panic stops. This re- 
action comes from resistance built into 
front suspension geometry, doesn’t utilize 
control rod or bars. (Upper control arm 
is tilted, giving effect of radius rod as rota- 
tional force of suspension tries to counter- 
act downward force of brake stop; utilizing 
forces that cause car to nosedive, Chevy sus- 
pension reduces dive by some 45 per cent. ) 
Brakes play an important part in the con- 
trol of nosedive. Stationary brake shoes 
resist turning drums when brakes are ap- 
plied; and since brake shoes, wheel cylin- 
der and anchor pin are all anchored to 
the spindle support, brakes exert a twisting 
force on the support in the direction of the 
turning wheel, setting up the force to 
activate dive control. 

Brakes, unchanged mechanically, are 
good-sized (11-inch drums), bonded-lin- 
ing type, with total lining area on the 
smallish side (2-inch front lining width, 
134-inch lining width on rear wheels ), but 
braking effectiveness is on the high side. 
In MT’s fade tests, there was no sign of 
fade until 8th stop of the 12-stop series 
(repeated normal-but-hard stops from 60 
mph at a fixed deceleration rate). After 
that, fade increased until 11th and 12th 
stops—the last stop under full fade condi- 
tion. (But in our analysis form, we wrote 
“Very good for low pedal,” meaning that 
there was some “pedal” left; as fade condi- 
tion increases, so does ineffective pedal 
travel. In severe cases, a low-set power 
brake pedal which offers little mechanical 
leverage can be flat on the floorboard, 
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even tho there may be some braking ability 
left.) Panic-type stop immediately after 
completion of brake checks resulted in 
erratic swerve to one side, but brakes re- 
turned to normal after about 2 minutes 
of 50 mph driving. 


Roadability: Rating a tie for tops in our 
evaluation of the 55 test cars, Chevy not 
only continues to rate praise, but is buck- 
ing for more kudos thru a couple of sus- 
pension changes. 

Some of the unwanted axle movement 
(and resultant wheel bounce on wash- 
board road surfaces ) noted in '55 has been 
dampened not by struts or shock absorber 
changes, but by the simple expedient of 
widening the rear spring hangers an inch; 
this allows more rubber in the bushing to 
resist compression from axle sidethrusts. 
Test car’s rear wheels bounced more inde- 
pendently than before, when whole rear 
end was prone to move from line of travel. 

Directional stability—more important 
in power steering setups where there's 
some loss of road feel to the driver—has 
been improved, say Chevrolet engineers, 
by the previously mentioned change in 
front-end alignment. 

Not many things can upset Chevy’s com- 
posure on the road; it weathers normal 
rigors with ease. Only when it’s bounced 
hard by a bump, or rocked into a chuck- 
hole in the midst of a fast turn does it 
betray its relatively light weight and semi- 
stiff suspension and skip from its initial 
track. But there’s no reason to panic; 
recovery from either bumps, dips or pot- 
holes is rapid, non-jarring in most cases, 
and free from wallowing or pitching. 





A wider spring perch greatly reduces sidesway and 
hopping in the rear end, giving better handling 
characteristics, as do the ball-joints and tilted con- 
trol arm in the front end. The tilting lessens nose- 
dive due to braking by 45 per cent. Steering 
linkage has been altered and turn ratios changed 
to give driver further ease in steering and stopping 


Ride: We're often inclined to be so 
wrapped up in the Chevy's handling, ac- 
celeration and roadability virtues that we 
tend to treat ride lightly. But there’s no 
reason to dismiss it, because it’s good. Not 
on the soft side, Chevy ride benefits from 
car’s inherent stability—that is, passengers 
aren't pitchéd or rocked from side to side 
on twisting roads, or see-sawed back and 
forth in stop-and-go driving. 

Seats aren’t soft either, but they soak up 
a great deal of chassis movement, level 
out most minor disturbances. Washboard 
roads are felt thruout the body, aren't too 
objectionable on a seat-of-the-pants evalua- 
tion. Test car’s seatbelts, aside from giving 
feeling of security to passengers, were 
found to be a substantial aid against cen- 
trifugal force of hard cornering. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Your passengers 
shouldn't have any complaint. Doors open 
wide, stay put at stop positions. If you're 
used to a sedan, you'll find hardtop’s roof- 
line unblocking your hat. 

Legroom is about average, regardless 
of seat position; headroom, tho good, was 
about 11% inches less than in 55’s 4-door 
sedan test car. (Chevy’s new 4-door hard- 
top shares lower overall height dimension 
with 2-door hardtop; front seat interior 
dimensions of both hardtops are reduced 
roughly 4 to 14% inches compared to 
standard sedan. ) 


Riding in the rear seat: Hardtop’s split 
seat is set up for maximum ease of getting 
into rear seat from passenger’s side; but 
getting into rear seat from driver's side, 
you'll find that left-front seatback doesn’t 
fold forward (Continued on page 48) 














ACCELERATION 


TOP SPEED 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
BRAKE FADE 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 





(205-bhp engine) 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.2 0-60 mph 10.7 
Quarter-mile 18.3 and 76 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 3.9 50-80 mph 12.0 


Fastest run 109.1 Slowest 106.0 
Average of 4 runs 108.0 


Used Mobilgas Special 
Steady Speeds 

20.8 mpg @ 30 
16.6 mpg @ 60 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
11.9 mpg over measured course 
14.2 mpg tank average for 800 miles 


141 feet from 60 mph 


Slight on 8th stop from 60 
Complete on 12th stop 
Complete recovery 2 minutes 


Read 31 at true 30, 47 at 45, 
63 at 60, and 78 at 75 


19.4 mpg @ 45 
13.6 mpg @ 75 


> > £8... 8-84 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.75 in. Stroke 3.00 in 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.80:1. Compression ratio 
9.25:1. Displacement 265 cu. in. Advertised 
bhp 205 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.773. 
Piston travel @ max. bhp 2300 ft. per min. 
Max. bmep 152.5 psi. Max. torque 268 Ibs.-ft. 
@ 3000 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Standard transmission is 3 
speed synchromesh with helical gears. Auto 
matic transmission is Powerglide, 3-element 
torque converter with planetary gears. Over 
drive transmission is standard shift with 
planetary gearset 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.70, Power 
glide 3.55, Overdrive 4.11. 


RATIOS: Drive 1.82 x converter ratio and 1.00 
x converter ratio; Low and Reverse 1.82 x con- 
verter ratio. Maximum converter ratio at stall 
2.1:1. 


STEERING: Turns lock to lock 5.34, mechani- 
cal and power. Overall ratio: mechanical 
25.7:1, power 23.3:1. TYPE (Mechanical and 


DIMENSIONS 


FRONT OVERHANG 34.4 

WHEELBASE 115 

REAR OVERHANG 48.1 

OVERALL HEIGHT 60.5 (62.0 unloaded) 

MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.5 
(at exhaust pipe) 

FRONT LEGROOM 43.7 

REAR LEGROOM 42.6 


oan moowr 


"55 


Cc AT 1 


(162-bhp engine) 
From Standing Start 


0-30 mph 4.3 0-60 mph 12.3 
Quarter-mile 19.0 and 71 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 4.4 50-80 mph 15.5 


Fastest run 97.8 Slowest 96.3 
Average of 4 runs 97.3 


Used Mobilgas Special 
Steady Speeds 


20.6 mpg @ 30 19.2 mpg @ 45 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
13.7 mpg over measured course 
14.5 mpg tank average for 1241 miles 


146 feet from 60 mph 


Read 29 at true 30, 44 at 45, 
60 at 60, and 76 at 75 
101 at top speed 


Power): semi-reversible recirculating ball. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight 3760 ibs. Test car 
weight-bhp ratio 18.34:1. 


TIRES: 6.70 x 15 tubeless. 
PRICES: (Prices are for 8-cylinder models; 


6-cylinder models $92 less.) ONE-FIFTY busi- 
ness coupe $1799, 2-door sedan $1891, 4-door 


«sedan $1934, 2-door station wagon $2236. TWO- 


TEN 2-door sedan $1977, 4-door sedan $2020, 
club coupe $2036, 2-door hardtop $2128, 4-door 
hardtop $2182, 2-door station wagon $2280, 4- 
door station wagons $2328 and $2413. BEL AIR 
2-door sedan $2090, 4-door sedan $2133, 2-door 
hardtop $2241, 4-door hardtop $2295, convert- 
ible $2409, 4-door station wagon $2547, Nomad 
station wagon $2673. 


ACCESSORIES: Powerglide $179, overdrive $108, 
power brakes $37, power steering $92, power 
windows $107, 2-way power seat $103, radios 
$85, $64 and $105, heaters $42 and $65, air 
conditioning $431. 


H FRONT HEADROOM 35.6 

1 REAR HEADROOM 35.6 
OVERALL LENGTH 197.5 
OVERALL WIDTH 73.7 

FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 56.8 
REAR SHOULDER ROOM 56.4 
TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 
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"56 CHEVROLET V8 


Bel Air 2-door hardtop 
with powerpack and 
Powerglide 
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MERCURY 





Ever drive a car and have it remind you of another? That’s what happened 


FTER A FULL-SCALE ROAD TEST 

on the new Mercury Montclair, one 
can’t help wondering if the “Big M” so 
prominent in this year’s advertising cam- 
paign couldn't just as easily have stood 
for Mexico. Had the Pan-American race 
been run this time, there isn’t much doubt 
that Mercury would have been a strong 
contender while the Lincolns stayed home. 
As one MT tester remarked, “If you could 
drive this car blindfolded, you'd swear it 
was a pre-’56 Lincoln [perennial Pan-Am 
winner]—it feels just the same.” There 
was no Mexican road race, but, happily, 
there's still a new Mercury. So in addition 
to the features that have attracted Merc 
buyers in the past (including MT’s ‘55 
top styling award among 4-door sedans), 
"56 buyers get what may well have been 
a true race-bred automobile. Practically all 
Mercury rooters should be happy about it. 


Test car: Montclair 2-door hardtop with 
Mercomatic, Multi-Luber, radio, and heat- 
er along with power-operated brakes, 
steering, seat, and windows. 


Engine: Bore and stroke (3.75 x 3.30 in 
55) have been increased to 3.80 x 3.44 
to up Mercury’s displacement to 312 cubic 
inches this year. Test-car horsepower 
(standard on all Montereys and Mont- 
clairs with Mercomatic) rated at 225 
(198 maximum in '55) with 9.1 com- 
pression ratio. Changes in displacement 
and compression ratio are only major ones 
over 55's go-getting engine. 


Other options: Test car lacked only air 
conditioning and the up-and-comingest 
“new” innovation, seatbelts. A 3-speed 
transmission is standard, and overdrive 
optional, on all Montereys and Montclairs 
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in 210-horsepower form, with 8.1 com- 
pression ratio. Customs with Mercomatic 
also use this engine. In general, Mercury 
can satisfy you all along the line from 
Medalist austerity (available in 2-door 
form only) thru bright Custom and Mon- 
terey models to the plush, loaded Mont- 
clair, which includes the only convertible 
and 4-door hardtop in the line 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE TO DRIVE 


Exit and entry: Just fair on MT'’s test car 
—you pay for Montclair’s good-looking 
lower roof line (about 2°inches less at 
doorsill than other Mercs) with a little 
less ease in sliding into the front seat. On 
the good side of the ledger are generally 
roomy driver's compartment, lots of leg- 
room around the standard, dished, safety 
steering wheel, and lack of under-dash 
knee obstructions. Wide door opening and 
2-position stops seem to halt the feud be- 
tween knees and wraparound cornerposts. 


Driving position: Low, moderately soft 
seats with very comfortable backs make 
for no noticeable body strain, even after 
long drives. If you go for the 4-way seat, 
you name your own position among the 
neatly infinite variations. Spaciousness 
around the wheel along with excellent 
head- and shoulder room give added con- 
trol and confidence to the driver—no 
cramped feeling for those who like to sit 
close to the wheel; worlds of room if you 
like to sit well away from it. Large brake 
pedal sits close to floor—equally good for 
advocates of right- or left-foot braking. 





Vision: Good vision is tHe main attribute 
of a wraparound windshield, and you get 
it in the Merc, altho a lower hood line 
would make it much better for view of 


road immediately ahead. Right front fend- 
er and rear fenders are visible from driv- 
er’s seat. Still some distortion in corners 
of windshield and in top of the large rear 
window. Distortion is a matter of quality 
control and Mercury is stiffening its stand- 
ards in an attempt to eliminate it. Wind- 
shield wipers operate efficiently, sweep as 
well as most on wraparound windshields 
but without completely solving problem 
of cleaning wider expanse. Mercury is 
presently experimenting with 3. wiper 
blades and overlapping blades—among 
other systems—trying to improve this 
growing complaint. Double ball-joint mir- 
ror can be moved out of the line-of-sight, 
generally eliminating a blind spot here for 
most drivers, adapts to any stature. 


Instrument panel: Basically same as in 
55, large fan-shaped panel is still one of 
the best for readability, lack of glare and 
highlights. Catering to the man who likes 
to know just where he stands, Mercury re- 
tains gauges which are fast vanishing in 
favor of warning lights on many cars, and 
“old-fashioned” MT testers still like them. 
Hooded panel (and all of dash top) of 
test car was padded and covered (option- 
al) to prevent glare, ease crash danger. 
Glove box is on right, as are ashtray and 
lighter—all a little too far from driver 
for top convenience. This is an economy 
carryover from ’55, will likely be changed 
next year. 


Operation of controls: Major controls are 
all convenient for driver, easy to operate. 
Aircraft-type heat and vent controls are 
to right of driver, rate high for simplicity, 
ease of operation. T-handled parking 
brake remains on left, has warning light 
to combat forgetfulness. Multi-Luber con- 




















to us with this one 


trols consist of 2 elements (button and 
signal light) which flank center-mounted 
radio dial. 


Ease of handling: With power steering 
the Mercury has 5 turns from lock to lock 
(25.4 to 1 overall ratio) and requires 
quite a lot of cranking in city driving. For 
a largish car it has just a light-enough 
touch and parks without strain. Out on the 
road, you get the feel that you should have 
from any steering unit—positive and firm. 
You'll like the general accuracy in steering 
at speed, and won't be bothered with con- 
stant corrections. General stability of car, 
and flat cornering characteristics, make the 
whole driving operation simpler still. 





Acceleration: Despite added cubic inches 
and the resulting increase in horsepower, 


photos by Al Kidd 


ROAD TEST 


the 56 Merc test car is only slightly im- 
proved in some phases of acceleration over 
the 55 model. It is just possible that all 
the power equipment on this year’s car, as 
versus last year’s almost “naked” one, may 
account for the lack of great improvement. 
Best gain is in passing range—the Mont- 
clair clipped a full second off the 50-80 
time made by MT’s ’55 test car. Merco- 
matic is just about as smart as the best 
driver, and doing your own shifting from 
LOW range takeoffs results in only slight 
improvement over straight DRIVE, full- 
throttle accelerations. Mercomatic auto- 
matically shifts out of low gear at about 
40 mph (indicated 45), and from inter- 
mediate to high at about 67 (indicated 
74). We got our best times by holding it 
in LOW range to about 48 mph, but the 
resulting difference scarcely warrants the 











selector. 


extra. manipulation of the 
Braking: In MT’s 12-normal-stop fade 
test, Merc’s new fixed-anchor-type brakes 
fared slightly better than average. The Ist 
5 stops at a deceleration rate of 15 feet 
per second per second from 60 mph 
showed no fade at all. The 6th and 7th 
stops required more pedal pressure, and 
slight fade began to set in. On 8th stop, 
with full pedal pressure, car just did come 
to a stop. After that car would not stop 
where driver wanted it to, even with pedal 
all the way to floor. After a short rest 
(about 5 minutes), brakes made a good 
enough recovery to stop car adequately. 
Thruout test, as fade set in, so did slight 
pull to one side or another and this con- 
tinued after brakes had made almost a full 
recovery. Fast deceleration did not result 
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in excessive nose-down, to our pleasure. 


Roadability: No matter what car you 
drive, and what you know it will do, don’t 
argue with a Mercury owner when it 
comes to roadability. In "55, MT rated 
Mercury as one of the 2 best road cars on 
the market, and the new Merc easily 
equals previous models. This, above all, is 
the best foot that Mercury would have put 
forward had there been a ‘55 Mexican race. 
On very high-speed curves, the Mercury— 
to borrow a phrase from sports car advo- 
cates—feels as tho it’s on rails. The car sits 
very flat in turns and, if you push it a little 
harder than normal, the worst you'll get is 
a 4-wheel drift that sets in very slowly and 
seems like it belongs. Excellent steering 
(with some built-in understeer) aids here 
too, because the Merc goes just where you 
point it, degree of drift notwithstanding. 
One enthused MT tester felt that the car 
would simply slide off the road before it 
would ever consider rolling. Mercury likes 
varied road surfaces and straight fast roads 
just as well as curves. There is no apparent 
wind wander or airborne feeling at any 
time. Washboard roads (straight or curv- 
ing) don’t cause wheel hop or any notice- 
able pitch or wander. In short—we 
haven't found a better road car in '56. 


Ride: Superlative roadability considered, 
one might expect ride to suffer to the un- 
comfortable stage. Not so. Mercury engi- 
neers have actually softened the ride 
slightly this year without any loss of han- 
dling qualities. But don’t expect the soft- 
est ride in the market. You will feel 
bumps and obstructions right down to tar 
strips along the road, but this won’t result 
in any marked discomfort unless you're 
real finicky. Actually you ear the irregu- 
larities in the road as much as feel them, 
and this fact might detract somewhat from 
Mercury's better-than-average ride. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: From a sheer 
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seating standpoint, the front-seat Mercury 
passenger will be as comfortable as any. 
He'll enjoy plenty of room in all direc- 
tions for stretching out and general re- 
laxation. Mercury’s heat and vent system 
is fine for providing good comfort for 
passenger as well as driver. Our test car 
did show these discomforts, tho: Front 
wind vent was apparently inadequately 
sealed, which resulted in drafts and more- 
than-average wind noise when it was 
closed. Since our '55 test car (with no dif- 
ference in basic design of the vent) didn’t 
have this trouble, it’s safe to assume that 
it isn’t chronic. In addition, Mercomatic 
transmission in our test car was not the 
smoothest, and some undue lurch was 
present in normal upshifcts. 


Riding in the rear seat: Buyers of 2-door 
hardtops shouldn’t expect rear-seat room- 
iness, but Mercury is surprisingly good in 
this respect. Much more than “emergency” 
passenger space, the rear seat is fairly com- 
fortable despite a modest amount of leg- 
room. In addition, rear-seat passengers will 
enjoy courtesy light mounted above arm- 
rest in the seatback. Armrest itself, aside 
from its normal comfort function, also aids 
in keeping rear-seat passengers from slid- 
ing when cornering gets hot and heavy. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Even with their increased 
power, Mercury owners will enjoy just 
about the same fuel economy that they had 
last year, thanks to higher compression ra- 
tio and improved carburetion. At slower, 
steady speeds there’s slight improvement. 
(See chart for comparison, and remember 
that the ‘55 test car didn’t have Mercury’s 
most powerful engine.) Altho not pri- 
marily intended as an economy car, the 
new Merc won't give you headaches when 
you tote up the fuel bill. 


Is the car put together well? Exterior- 
wise, Mercury will easily match up to other 
cars in its class on panel and trim fits and 






The engine modifications include a 1.54 to 1 rocker arm ratio and high-lift 
cam, improved distributor spark control and sparkplugs, a new 4-barrel car- 
buretor with an integral thermostatic choke, larger passages and ports for 
better breathing, and a maximum compression ratio of 9.0 to 1. The result is 
a more responsive and easily started powerplant developing up to 225 hp 


quality. Paint showed only slight “orange 
peel” (small ripples caused by—according 
to Mercury manufacturing—spray too dry, 
not enough paint in spray, cold paint 
and/or thickness or viscosity of paint). 
We didn’t find any obvious file marks or 
indications of poor workmanship. Inside 
the car, workmanship was excellent. Up- 
holstery, headlining, and trim seemed to 
indicate that Mercury had outdone itself 
for such an early-production model. Wom- 
en and men alike will appreciate the ap- 
pearance and quality of Merc interiors if 
all are like this. By the way, Mercury qual- 
ity hasn’t always been up to its present 
standard. Whether or not MT is respon- 
sible, we're glad to see this real improve- 
ment over the last few years. 


How did it hold up? Very well, with no 
serious malfunctions even after an unusu- 
ally hard test, much of it in very bad 
weather. Some minor rattles developed. 
The only item to go bad was the warning 
light for the emergency brake, which ap- 
parently lost its memory and continued to 
shine after the brake was released. This 
was made less bearable by the fact that the 
red glass cap over it came loose and the 
white light from the bulb shone in the 
driver’s eyes. 


Servicing: No problems that aren’t true 
of other large V8s. Merc’s engine com- 
partment is fairly roomy and major com- 
ponents are accessible enough. Exhaust 
manifolds are higher than most and when 
they’re hot you'll have to be alert even in 
everyday servicing. If you go for the pow- 
er options plan on working around their 
components. Biggest boon to the do-it- 
yourselfers is the optional Multi-Luber. 
One push a day on the button takes care 
of all front end chassis lubrication, and 
even after it pays for itself you should still 
be saving money on lube jobs circumvent- 
ed in this handy way. Maintenance costs 
on the Mercury will easily be in keeping 
with its initial middle-of-the-road price. 
—Al Kidd 














ACCELERATION 





TOP SPEED 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


STOPPING DISTANCE 
BRAKE FADE 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


REAR-WHEEL HORSEPOWER 














(225-bhp engine) 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.0 0-60 mph 11.0 
Quarter-mile 18.2 and 78 mph 





Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 4.9 50-80 mph 12.8 


Fastest run 104.7 Slowest 100.6 
Average of 4 runs 102.6 


Used Mobilgas Special 


Steady Speeds 

20.3 mpg @ 30 19.0 mpg @ 45 
16.4 mpg @ 60 13.8 mpg @ 75 
Stop-and-Go Driving 

12.4 mpg over measured course 

14.3 mpg tank average for 599 miles 


150 feet from 60 mph 


Slight on 6th and 7th stops from 60 
Complete after 8th stop 
Partial recovery 5 minutes 


Read 32 at true 30, 50 at 45 
66 at 60, and 81 at 75 


Clayton chassis dynamometer showed: 

67 road hp @ 2000 rpm and 33 mph 

86 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 60 mph 
100 road hp (max.) @ 3000 rpm, 96 mph 
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ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 3.80 in. Stroke 3.44 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio .905:1. Compression ratio 
9.1:1. Displacement 312 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
225 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.721. Piston 
travel @ max. bhp 2637 ft. per min. Max. 
bmep 156.6 psi. Max. torque 324 Ibs.-ft. @ 
2600 rpm 


Standard transmission is 3- 
speed synchromesh with helical gears. Auto- 
matic transmission in Mercomatic, 3-element 
torque converter with planetary gears. Over- 


TRANSMISSION: 


drive transmission is standard shift with 
planetary gearset. 
RATIOS: Drive 1.47 x converter ratio and 


torque converter only (2.40 at full throttle 
thru detent, x torque converter); Low 2.40 x 
converter ratio; Reverse 2.00 x converter ratio. 
Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.1:1 @ 
1610-1810 rpm. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Conventional 3.71, option- 
al 4.09; Mercomatic 3.15, optional 3.54; Over- 
drive 4.09, optional 3.73. 


STEERING: Turning diameter 43.2 ft. Number 


DIMENSIONS 

FRONT OVERHANG 34.4 

WHEELBASE 119 

REAR OVERHANG 53 

OVERALL HEIGHT 60.5 

MINIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 6.6 
(at frame siderail) 

FRONT LEGROOM 43.7 
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(188-bhp engine) 
From Standing Start 


0-30 mph 4.2 0-60 mph 11.4 
Quarter-mile 18.0 and 78 mph 


Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 5.3 50-80 mph 13.8 


Fastest run 107.9 Slowest 103.8 
Average of 4 runs 105.3 


Used Mobilgas Regular 
Steady Speeds 

20.6 mpg @ 30 
16.2 mpg @ 60 


Stop-and-Go Driving 
12.7 mpg over measured course 
14.7 mpg tank average for 1090 miles 


153 feet from 60 mph 


19.9 mpg @ 45 
13.4 mpg @ 75 


Read 32 at true 30, 49 at 45, 
65 at 60, and 81 at 75 


70 road hp @ 1700 rpm and 27 mph 
95 road hp @ 2500 rpm and 64 mph 
100 road hp (max.) @ 3100 rpm, 82 mph 
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of turns lock to lock 5.0. Overall ratio: 25.4 
to 1. TYPE: Mechanical, worm and 2-tooth 
rolier with needie bearing. Power, Bendix 
linkage booster. 


WEIGHT: Test car weight (with gas, oil, and 
water) 4110 Ibs. Test car weight/bhp ratio 
18.3:1. 


TIRES: 7.10 x 15 tubeless. 


PRICES: (Including suggested retail price at 
main factory, federal tax, and delivery and 
handling charges, but not freight.) CUSTOM 
2-door sedans $2214 and $2311, 4-door sedan 
$2370, 2-door hardtop $2445, 4-door station 
wagon $2682. MONTEREY 4-door sedans $2515 
and $2612, 2-door hardtop $2590, 4-door, 3-seat 
station wagon $2937. MONTCLAIR 2-door hard- 
J _— 4-door hardtop $2746, convertible 
2860. 


ACCESSORIES: Mercomatic $175, overdrive 
$102, power brakes $35, power steering $75, 
power windows $90, power seat $60, radio $90, 
heater $75, air conditioning $475, safety pack- 
age (belts, padded dash, visors) $28. 


G REAR LEGROOM 40.6 
H FRONT HEADROOM 33.8 

1 REAR HEADROOM 32.5 

J OVERALL LENGTH 206.4 

K OVERALL WIDTH 76.4 

L FRONT SHOULDER ROOM 57.4 
M REAR SHOULDER ROOM 57.5 
N TRUNK CAPACITY N/A 


NIT ROAD TEST 
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WESTWARD HO — to the suburbs! 





The “Plainsman,” Chrysler Corp.'s 8-passenger dream car, plots trends in ‘57 wagon design. A metallic beige 
finish complements the white-fabric-padded metai roof, both stepped and cantilevered, and having air intakes 





The ingenious mechanical devices are almost all prac- 
tical; the spare tire is handy and a spacesaver. A 
crank lowers the wheel onto the ground, returns the 
flat tire to out-of-the-way storage behind the panel 


An electrically operated rear seat and tailgate will 
All controls and gauges are conveniently located be- be a boon to most women. Note that there are no 
hind the steering wheel, a ‘56 Plymouth extra item. visible hinges, braces, or cables. Steps slide out auto- 
Natural calfhide upholstery and natural leather make matically. The novel rearward-facing back seat folds 
up the interior trim. Door handles are sliding type flush into the floor to allow more loading room 





This 60-inch-high wagon could easily be placed in production, if public demand warrants tooling for a run. 
Look for some Plainsman features on ‘57 models. How about a sliding skylight to make it a “convertible wagon’? 
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H. W. FOWLER once said, “The 
obvious is better than the obvious 
avoidance of it.” Apparently this is a 
maxim that too few persons heed in 
their search for a particular body type. 
Why else then would a family man 
with 4 children ask, “Should I consider 
a station wagon for my next car instead 
of a small foreign car or a 2-door 
sedan?” Or a bachelor in Montana 
ask, “Would a hardtop be better for 


MT 
SURVEY: 

THE RIGHT 
BODY CHOICE 
FOR YOU 





QO 


These days it can be hard to see around 
that flame-colored job to the body type that 
might have been custom built for you 


resale than a convertible?” And a 
son who takes his older parents on long 
rides have any cause to wonder if a 
4-door sedan would be best for them? 

Unusual circumstances? Not at all. 

Anyone and everyone must consider 
at one time or another what body style 
is his best personal investment, whether 
for utility, resale value, convenience, 
looks, pride of ownership, or any com- 
bination of these. There are advan- 


tages and disadvantages to every body 
type. No one of them is right for all. 
In the next 8 pages, you'll find at 
least one of the existing body types you 
are probably contemplating as your 
next car. We won’t talk about makes, 
except that the small foreign cars are 
limited in number. After you decide 
what type is best for you, it becomes 
a relatively simple matter to select the 
make of car you want — or does it? 





how the body types compare 









































LUXURY WAGON 


Ihipesponainacinanotin 


PICKUP 








ee we eee ow 8 Home One eee OES SE ee SO 





Oo OS ere wee SE IOe Boe ee See ore etme oS eS oS 











i i 
RESALE : LOAD 
oe ll VALUE — } CARRYING SAFETY DURABILITY 
Sntiten eer a om ~ ~tparnmoconagesoensnenss scanenaggananebenale ei 
000 OQ} @ i@-@i @ Qi &S 
; i] 
ww tee swan ft SSS ee 
! : ' 
UTILITY SEDAN } : ; 
Pate we Fe Hes om Seee ee ---}-- mmo wee meer win oe ted ~{ ese i - eee wee we 5 w be ee HF OH Bas ee Beene 
‘ i H 
Steer eran wees aoe im ceetanasqoes tree ters sree a A Pee ee oe Sree res ‘ol ae enete oe eR ee et ee =| 
' ; 1 i 
2-DOOR HARDTOP ' ES : ED CD i ay i _@ O-@D) 4 
ee ee ed ae. Meee oom ee woes ea. Cee. ae osnccceeceeweroep ee oP-- SS ee 
; : ; i 
4-DOOR HARDTOP ' eS) i ED ! ©) | Gc) i @ CYS | 
ate A SR ee tre MNES arm ete wees we cee eure mew em eens Sas wasn eee mes tems wwe onde - eee wes we ww 0 be women ee te Oat ere 
CONVERTIBLE i CS CS) &E) 1 oJ j CA) 
TOE 802 mete Seles we SS eeeey wit oe eee ome | oe a Fe ~-1. ee er Oe 
sports car} (2)-G5) Keowee) A) 
pete em n es eee SO we re ee ow ere = bow Seen se Se © OE @ wee 2 Oe 1. --— —-- oot — -_ Tee eos ose ees SSE aE sewer ees + Goreme * tones oa 
sha \O-Ai ODO} QD 1O-@ @} 
eeecee = a oo ee oe ee L. = ae ° a Fate tae een apy Smemene eet ees : om ote ome 
: i ; 
UTILITY WAGON CS) q): Si & ©) © 
g SOO Se oo ee 8 ee 8 ee eee ee See HOt IS ESS teres Stee oy bees ee 8 SSS FEST | =: _ et —— > ee 




















Illustrated by John B. Miller 











MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 35 


oy? 











LESS DOORS MEAN LESS COST: THE 2-DOOR AND UTILITY SEDAN 


HE PRACTICAL 2-door sedan, like Dodge with its 

dependability, for many years put so much em- 
phasis on this side of its nature that new-car buyers 
tended to think that was all there was to it. Now 
abandoned by most makes in favor of the glamorous 
2-door hardtop, the 2-door sedan can be had only in 
Ford and Mercury, Studebaker, and the 4 lower-priced 
General Motors cars. To MT’s way of thinking, this is 
most unfortunate, especially since at least 2 of these 
makes will probably discontinue production of 2-doors 
with their ‘57 announcements. 

The Ist of our objections to this death sentence may 
surprise you: we like the looks of 2-doors. Why? 
Because they have long, unbroken lines, with few 
distractions. Because they make the most of single- 
or 2-tone color schemes. Because they recapture some 
of the basic simplicity of the classic era. . 

You may not agree with our thoughts on styling, but 
there can be little argument about the appealing price 
of a 2-door when compared with other similarly trim- 
med models. There can be little argument about its 
safety, with a sturdy centerpost, and a rear compart- 
ment from which no one can fall except in the most 
bizarre of accidents. There can be little argument that, 
in lines which also offer a 2-door hardtop, the standard 
2-door has more room in the rear seat. 

But the story of the 2-door is not only that of the 
misunderstood, hard-working elder sister. Like many 
such people it has a number of exasperating minor 
faults. Climbing out of its back seat, whether this not 
inconsiderable feat is executed by a child or an adult, 
annoys nearly everyone in the car and can even be 
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dangerous. The doors are too big and heavy, banging 
other cars and getting stuck in soft curbs. Such tight 
spots as supermarket parking lots often see people in 
2-door cars who can’t get out at all after parking. 
Loading some delicate object into the rear seat is no 
fun, and the folding front seatbacks have an unhealthy 
action in a bad crash. Many a shrewd buyer has dis- 
covered, to his sorrow, that his economical 2-door has 
an unusually expensive rear-quarter panel. 

Two tricks are easy with a 2-door that are next to 
impossible with other models. One is getting a stripped 
model, or one equipped with only the accessories you 
want. The other is jumping a price class. But the time- 
honored rule of ‘Don't buy the most expensive house 
in the tract, buy the cheapest” doesn’t apply here. Tho 
you may have many long years of enjoyment from 
your austerely equipped Buick or Mercury, buyers 
for its 2nd childhood may be notably scattered. 

Don't be misled into thinking that, because many 
2-doors are severely trimmed, they can’t also be had in 
the latest ‘56 mode. Every make of 2-door can be bought 
with dazzling upholstery and accessories. 

The utility sedan, today’s version of the business 
coupe, is another story in some respects. With its seat- 
less rear compartment lined like a trunk, it offers huge 
interior space to salesmen and others with bulky loads 
composed of small units. It is the acknowledged price 
leader in every line, with a good $100 margin over 
the comparable 2-door sedan. And for those with a 
taste for sleeping in their cars, the huge rear compart- 
ment (with a small amount of doctoring that varies in 
different makes) gives you all the bed space of a wagon. 
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NE REASON, above all others, is 
a reliable guide to the continuing 
popularity of the 4-door sedan. It is 
simply that every U. S. maker, however 
narrow or broad the remainder of his 
offerings, still builds at least one sedan. 
The same applies to the 2-door hardtop, 
unknown before 1949 and, to date, the 
body type most responsible for aliena- 
ting Mr. and Mrs. Buyer’s affections. 

Has the aging sedan lost the desir- 
ability of its youth? Hardly. Its colors 
and variety of finishes are almost im- 
possible to count, and the long-tailed 
look has taken the curse off its some- 
what broken lines. But the hardtop is 
undeniably handsomer when you just 
glance at it. And too many buyers 
make up their minds in that Ist glance. 

So it’s our sober duty to pull you 
down to earth. How often do you use 
your back seat? If it’s often and the 
rear passengers are adults (especially 
old people), nothing can substitute for 
a 4-door car. The confusion that can 
result in a 2-door (hardtop or sedan) 
when someone tries to leave is ruled 
out for good. Packages as well as 
people are easier to manage with 2 
additional doors. 

When are these doors not an advan- 
tage? When children ride in the back. 
(That’s where they belong, especially 
if your car has no safety belts. The so- 
called “death seat” —the right front 
one — often earns its name from the 
small, lightweight person who was rid- 
ing there.) No door at all is still safer 
than a rear one, no matter how efficient 
your inside door locks or your °56 
safety doorlatches. You have to be the 
judge here. If your children are rule- 


THE MOST CAR FOR THE MOST PEOPLE: THE 4-DOOR SEDAN 








followers and always lock the door 
behind them, you have less need for the 
safety of a 2-door. If they are very 
young or forgetful, a 4-door isn’t the 
best choice. 

Some advantages of the 4-door are 
easily lost in the glamour of the show- 
room floor. It gives you more useful 
room inside than any other type ex- 
cept a wagon, and it may give you 
more than that does, depending on your 
needs. The back seat is almost always 
more comfortable in a 4-door than in 
any other type. It’s often deeper than 
that of a 2-door hardtop. There’s usu- 
ally more legroom. Ventilation can be 
controlled better, and you may even 
keep drier than in some hardtops where 
the window-sealing problem hasn’t been 
licked. The rear seat is at a more 
comfortable height than the folding 
one in most wagons, and the back gives 
more support. A sedan is free from 
the rattles, sloshing of gasoline in the 
tank, wintry drafts and other minor 
annoyances that can distress the too 
impulsive wagon buyer. 

Rumor has it that the 4-door sedan 
will vanish almost at once from the 
new-car market, and that the 4-door 
hardtop will take its place. Perhaps. 
There’s no doubt that the 4-door hard- 
top is better looking. But that offensive 




















centerpost, to whose removal so much 
time and effort have been devoted, is a 
feature that with the addition of a full 
rolibar would give your sedan nearly 
the same safety as that of race-equipped 
stock cars. Thru extensive redesign, 
the 4-door hardtop of the future could 
equal the safety of today’s sedan, but 
a floor-to-beltline post, no matter how 
sturdy, can’t do the job alone. 

Even if the centerpost should disap- 
pear for good, it is doubtful that your 
4-door of today would suffer much in 
resale value. In any event it will fare 
better than a 2-door sedan, tho you 
will pay more for it in the lst place. 

The 4-door is hard to beat as a 
travel car. Its luxury, in terms of pas- 
senger room, comfortable seating, and 
quiet, can pay off on long trips. The 
major part of your luggage is hidden 
in the trunk, not exposed to view and 
loose where it can fly forward in a 
quick stop. The 4-door is far ahead of 
the 2-door for travel, if the people in 
the back seat ever want to get out. Its 
trunk, tho, may not have all the space 
of a 2-door sedan or hardtop. 

Visibility is about equal, in the end, 
with other models. Rear-seat passen- 
gers aren’t generally too shut in at the 
sides, but the centerpost interferes with 
scenery when they look forward. 

















POSTWAR PHENOMENON: THE HARDTOP 


UICK AND CHRYSLER apparently will never re- 
solve the question of which one deserves the 
credit for the lst hardtop. Kaiser’s beautiful 4door 
Virginian and the original Frazer Manhattan, also with- 
out a centerpost, may deserve the credit. We will com- 
mit ourselves to the extent that all were ‘49 models, 
and no further. 

Whoever actually appeared with the Ist one, the 
hardtop soon became such a favorite that demand far 
outstripped that for the perennial favorite 4door sedan 
in many lines. Buick, which produced its millionth 
hardtop last year, celebrated by abandoning conven- 
tional sedans completely in its ‘56 Century line. 

The inbuilt good looks of the hardtop have been 
responsible for much of this demand, and ballyhoo has 
done the rest. And the object of all this excitement is 
not without its workaday side. The models with wash- 
able headliners and upholstery invariably wear longer 
and keep their youth more gracefully than fabric- 
trimmed cars. They offer the advantages of the now- 
defunct club coupe to single people or couples: a com- 
pact-appearing personal car without a sedan’s bulk, 
but with a rear seat when needed. With the occasional 
back-seat riders, conversation is much easier than in a 
roomier car, and small children — especially solitary 
ones — also enjoy not being so far from their parents 
when riding. There’s another seldom-recognized use 
for a 2-door hardtop: A small baby can ride on the rear 
seat in a car bed with little danger of tumbling off onto 
the floor (an advantage due to the fact that there really 
isn't much room!). A soothing hand can reach back 
with ease to quiet those distracting yowls, and a bottle 
can even be dispensed on smooth roads. 

Inherent lack of stiffness, a fault familiar to conver- 
tible owners for many years past, continues to plague 
hardtop devotees despite the cars’ heavier frames and 
ever sturdier bracing below the beltline. The unhappy 
results of this tendency to wobble are rattles and 
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squeaks, which, of course, increase with age. The 
same comparative vertical and lateral weakness makes 
a hardtop a poor choice if you plan to roll over. 

If there are only 2 (or 1) of you, a 2-door hardtop 
makes a good car for trips. The nearness of the back 
seat makes it useful for odds and ends (which you can 
reach with ease), and most of your luggage will repose, 
safely out of sight and under lock and key, in what is 
usually a larger trunk than on any other body choice 
in a given line. The missing centerpost gives you a 
better view of the scenery. (The rear seat passenger 
may feel shut in by the heavy roof support.) the car 
may not be measurably breezier on a hot day than a 
sedan, but it seems that way. 

Hardtops are at the height of their popularity. Some 
makes are actually selling very few other models. 
Accordingly, they come high, not so much in their 
stripped list prices as in the loaded form in which you 
usually see them. It's hard to get one without a lot of 
accessories, and if you could, it would be a foolish 
investment (buyers of 2nd-hand hardtops want them 
loaded, just as most of their original buyers do). The 
happy side of this picture is that there is an active resale 
market for them, making your next trade a healthy 
proposition from the budget's standpoint. 

The same points that make the hardtop’s back seat 
just the thing for a baby can make it torture for adults. 
In addition to awkwardness of getting in and out, plus 
restricted footroom, the roofline is often extra low for 
style; be sure your passengers test it. 

That newest of the new, the 4door hardtop, is an- 
other story. It has all the advantages of a 4door sedan 
except that it’s not so tight. In other words, the absence 
of a centerpost means the presence of more rattles, 
more chance for air and water leaks around the win- 
dows, and more danger in the event of turning turtle. 
It's not so tight in another way, either, for it costs more 
when you buy it and brings more when you sell it. 
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i NEARLY 20 YEARS since the 
sports roadster finally bowed out in 
favor of the convertible. Tho the more 
practical hardtop — designed intention- 
ally to copy the convertible’s looks — 
has dealt it a hard blow saleswise, it 
still doesn’t come near it for sheer 
glamour. When that top goes down and 
the sun pours in and you're right in 
the middle of all the scenery, it’s a hard 
man who thinks of resale value. 

Yet, since it’s our function to be 
analytical about cars, we must think 
about it, and about other faults as well. 
In line with its exalted social position, 
a convertible costs a lot: it will be 
either the top-priced car in the line, or 
close to it. If you maintain it well — 
an expensive proposition itself in both 
time and money — and you live in a 
well-to-do or resort area, you may 
pr@it when you trade it. (The spring 
and early summer, if you live in more 
ordinary places, will be almost your 
only time to make a good deal.) 

There’s a lot of worry about what 
can happen to you if you turn over in 























FUN IN THE SUN: THE CONVERTIBLE 


a convertible, and with good reason. 
When Hudson abandoned its broad- 
beamed, unit-body-and-frame conver- 
tible with the rather homely windshield 
header bar, the safest conventional ver- 
sion disappeared. Seatbelts don’t help 
much without a steel roof, for it’s sur- 
prisingly hard to keep your head below 
the beltline during a flip. Children can 
get excited, stand up or lean out, and 
are very likely to be thrown from the 
moving car. 

Now let’s look sternly at the fun of 
riding in a convertible. On the way to 
a picnic or the beach, your wife (or 
date) and all your friends will have a 
fine time. If your destination is a 
formal dinner, she may react differ- 
ently, for with the top down, her hair 
gets mussed. If the weather is bad and 
you both agree that the top belongs 
up, even the most powerful heater may 
have hard work keeping your lady (and 
you) warm. 

The 360-degree vision when the top 
is down is matched by the poorest 
vision in any body type when it’s up 
(unless you buy an optional wrap- 
around rear window). You'll want to 
put the top up when you park, so that 
you can sit on cool seats when you 
return. The alternate solution is to 
buy a tonneau cover (good looking, but 
tiresome to use, and not cheap). When 
the top is up you have, as far as space 















goes, a less roomy 2-door hardtop. The 
reason for this is the folding top mech- 
anism, which requires some 6 inches 
on each side of the back seat and a 
considerable well behind it. This well 
can be used for packages when the top 
is up; it takes its space from the trunk, 
which is impractical for traveling. The 
best compromise is Ford’s, in which 
the top carrier extends into the trunk 
but is movable when not in use. That 
trunk space is important, for if your 
valuables are locked inside the car, a 
common pocket knife reveals them. 

This business of maintenance, quite 
aside from having to put the top con- 
stantly up and down, can get involved. 
Mechanics have spent countless hours 
vainly searching for rattles and squeaks 
in these bodies. The top may last for 
3 years with the best of care (including 
frequent washings). Interiors, tho al- 
most always of better quality than in 
any other car in the line, take a real 
beating from the weather. Convertibles 
need garages more than other cars do. 

But enough of this negative ap- 
proach! When we sold our last one, 
we said, “We'll probably never buy 
another, but we'll never have so much 
fun again!” And besides, you can 
always carry supremely awkward ob- 
jects (with your top down) that more 
conservative friends could never man- 
age in their sedans. 

What about the future of conver- 
tibles? That ne plus ultra of classic 
times, the 4-door convertible, may re- 
appear in a prestige car in the next 
model year. But the acknowledged evo- 
lution of the convertible is away from 
the “rag top” and toward some version 
of the folding, roll-back, or sliding 
metal roof. You won’t have long to 
wait, either; but it’s not going to be 
exactly in the low-priced field. 

















FOR SHEER JOY OF LIVING: THE SPORTS CAR 


OME PEOPLE are home in their steam-heated apart- 

ments in 10 minutes, and others travel an hour and 
a half to a lonely but beautiful country hilltop . .. Some 
have 3 practical sets of slacks and jackets, any of which 
goes well with another, and others blow their whole 
clothing allowance on one cashmere jacket that goes 
with nothing and looks like a million bucks . . . Some 
people have sensible sedans, and others treat them- 
selves to sports cars... 

If you've been for a drive in any sports car, regard- 
less of its price, you know what fun they can be. The 
sun and the wind are there, and you always have a 
feeling of going fast, whether you are or not. You steel 
yourself for a curve (if you're used to some of the softer, 
slower steering Detroit cars), and next thing you know 
you've flicked your wrist and are thru it, leaving bigger 
cars behind. There’s never a fear that the car is too big 
for its brakes. You're near to the road and.to your con- 
trols, and you're recapturing a pleasant sensation: 
you're driving again! 

Now hold on a minute. Do you lose your enthusi- 
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asms, or do they stick? Do you like the same sports 
you did 2 years ago? Or does your home workshop 
equipment gather cobwebs after a few months? What 
we're getting at is that a sports car is not for the fickle; 
it's jealous and demands constant coddling in return 
for the fun it can provide in such great measure. Viz.: 
Most sports cars can give excellent gas mileage if you 
tinker with them, tune them up frequently, have them 
“decoked” when they need it, and never, never let 
anything go the way many people have found they 
can with “Detroit iron.” This obviously demands a 
sustained love of your machinery and its outer coat, 
and if that isn't a part of your personality, let's face it. 

Do sports cars have performance? Objectively, the 
higher-priced ones do, in full measure. With most of 
the lower-priced ones, this performance is compara- 
tive. In them, you won't leave ‘56 domestic cars behind 
in the city; on sharply curving roads you almost cer- 
tainly will, because of the sports cars’ superior road- 
ability. Because you'll have an excellent power/weight 
ratio, you'll get remarkable results considering the size 
of your engine.- And a sports car always feels as tho 
it had better performance than a softly upholstered 
closed car, even if the 2 accelerate much the same. 

Are sports cars economical? No, like all luxuries, 
they cost more, point for point. What you save in gas 
mileage may go to pay for frequent adjustments, for 
hard-to-get parts, even in finding a place that can do the 
work (beware metric sizes) if you’re not in a metropoli- 
tan area. Resale value, except for current and regional 
favorites, isn't high. 

Are sports cars comfortable? The impression when 
you lst ‘try one on” is that they're fantastically so. The 
bucket seats hold you firmly in place, the wheel sits 
right in your lap, the instruments are designed to be 
read. With constant companionship, the picture changes 
somewhat. The ride is stiff. The noise level means 
discomfort on lengthy drives. Lack of room to twist 
about and change position is annoying, and at times, 
space for another couple would be welcome. Some 
sports cars get too hot under the cowl in the summer. 
All of them with canvas tops, excepting only the true 
convertibles with roll-up windows, will leak, some 
moderately, some badly. (Put the top up and down 
completely on your preference before you buy.) Visi- 
bility is poor with the top up. The jaunty lines mean 
severly limited carrying space, especially under lock. 

Handy as they are in heavy traffic and easy as they 
are to park, there is the very real danger of their not 
being seen. Since all sports cars are engineered to stay 
out of trouble, this is doubly bad. And if you get hit, 
you are generally more vulnerable than in a big car. 

Do you think we're agin ‘em? We're for them where 
they belong: as a 2nd car or as an only car for a single 
person who laughs at minor discomforts. There's 
nothing else on the market that can give you more 
hours of sheer delight from just driving to work. 
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oes 1ST BLUSH having vanished 
from the face of the market for 
small, non-sports-type foreign cars, it 
is now possible to study them more 
clearly than ever before. Basically, these 
attractive little cars should appeal to 
those buyers interested in economy. 
But this alone does not account for 
their success, and particularly for that 
of their outstanding representative, 
Volkswagen. As for it, engineering 
“goodies” and its resulting semi-sports, 
fun-to-drive feel are at least as impor- 
tant, and so is a superlative finish. 

If one of these tiny gems has at- 
tracted you, the Ist step is to determine 
whether it is too rare for your needs. 
If, like some of us at MT, you are 
guided more by your emotions than 
vour brain when it cemes to cars, you 
won't listen to sober advice anyway. 
Therefore, we'll confine this to the 
better-known versions; go ahead, if you 
must, and have your fun with that 
Tatraplan. For practicality, others 
should limit their choice to the afore- 
mentioned VW, along with the DKW, 
Simca, Renault, Citroen, British Fords, 
Hillman and Austin. If they are certain 
they'll never leave the town where one 
of the few U. S. dealers for a rarer 
make is located, they might go ahead 
with that one. 

The cars listed, thru no particular 
fault of their own, bear a relationship 
to our bigger domestic cars which dif- 
fers from that when they Ist began to 
arrive in the U. S. about 8 years ago. 
While they have continued to make 
modest improvements in their innards 
and in their outward appearance (re- 
sulting, by now, in styles not unlike 
U. S. cars of 1949), our cars have 
undergone big changes. As an example, 
most home makes have doubled their 
engine output, and our streets, much 
less our highways and turnpikes, are 
not the same spots they used to be. The 
small imports are less able to keep up 
with larger cars in traffic, except that 
in being smaller they can make up time 
by getting thru tighter spots. And on 
curving, narrow byways, many of the 
little ones can make up in roadability 
what they lack in heft. 


If you want one for economy’s sake, 


TINY AND TEMPTING: THE SMALL IMPORTED CAR 


the prerequisite (except for just a 
few) is that resale value must not 
mean much to you; in short, the way 
to buy one of these at this point in 
history is to plan to keep it till it falls 
to pieces. Only in this way will your 
minute expenses for gas, oil and tires 
begin to mean “a penny earned.” You 
must be a conservative in another way, 
too, to get the most from your small 
foreigner. The driver who pounds his 
car, accelerates and brakes for all it is 
worth, doesn’t lube it regularly or tune 
it up when necessary, belongs with our 
generally tougher Detroit product. 
We're not saying you have to baby an 
imported car. Just give it what the 
manual calls for, and treat it with re- 
spect. It will pay you back in real 
money in the bank. 

Assess your needs in these ways too: 
Do you flail around, demanding lots of 
space wherever you are? If so, don’t 
cram yourself into a too-small car (the 
various makes in this group vary so 
much in this respect that one shouldn’t 
be judged by another). Are you in- 
clined to be nervous, worrying about 








other drivers? If this is so, even the 
light, quick handling of a foreign car 
won’t make up to you for that sitting- 
duck feel (compounded by the lack of 
power). Do you hate to hunt for a 
parking place? Then the foreign car 
will win your heart on the Ist drive. Do 
noise and vibration annoy you? Try 
the foreign car carefully before decid- 
ing; Europeans haven’t yet demanded 
quiet small cars. Do you like to shift, 
steer, and generally feel intimately con- 
nected with your car’s mechanical 
parts? One of these is for you. Do you 
demand a cloud-soft ride? Stay away! 
Do you make long trips with many 
passengers? These aren’t your dish. 
So what do they really offer? It’s a 
sort of return to the basic virtues of 
transportation. They'll get you from 
point to point, without frills and at a 
minimum of trip expense. They don’t 
have any servicing problems with their 
automatic gadgets for the simple reason 
that they have no (or very few) auto- 
matic gadgets. As for specific body 
types within a small-car line, the advice 
under the other 7 headings applies. 














































WIZARD OF SUBURBIA: THE WAGON 


IT WERE NOT for the wagon’s considerably higher 
price, it would have outstripped even the hardtop’s 
spectacular rise in popularity by now. The contempo- 
rary phase of the wagon’s existence actually began in 
1949 with the coming of the all-metal, flat-floored Ply- 
mouth Suburban, and it has entranced an ever-widen- 
ing field with offerings which now range from the 
bare and utilitarian to just about the fanciest cars made. 
Like any new or rejuvenated product, the wagon 
has sold to a lot of people for whom it doesn't make 
much sense. Perhaps the biggest reason for this is 
that there is seldom available a wagon demonstrator, 
and prospective buyers can only measure and admire 
under the impressive conditions of a showroom floor. 
For a large family particularly, and indeed for any 
family that likes to stretch out, a wagon has no equal. 
If there are children, apparent seating area is not the 
only benefit. An 8 or 9-passenger wagon is by no 
means necessary to make possible napping in the rear, 
playing with the dog (without disturbing the driver), or 
just horsing around without getting into trouble. 

If your job demands tool-carrying space without the 
use of a truck, or if you have been driving a family 
sedan and a truck, this single model may be your 
answer. Tools, tho—and this goes for anything else 
you may be carrying — will be exposed to public view 
and a constant temptation to thieves. (Ford's .new 
Parklane has a tonneau cover that should soon appear 
on other makes, or could easily be made at home.) In 
planning the purchase of such a double-duty car, study 
upholstery and floor coverings with care. Especially 
in the more attractive models, color and rich textures 
may have taken the place of the sturdy fabrics you'll 
need. Few wagons are as enormous as they look. If 
your loads are to be bulky, be sure they'll fit. 

Now a look at the passenger-carrying aspects. Chil- 
dren will enjoy a better view outside (lower window 
sills) but will get colder. As in a modern house with 
large glass areas, the heat dissipates; besides, the 
actual space is much larger. The ride will probably be 
a little stiffer (heavier springs, possibly 6-ply tires) and 
measurably noisier (less insulation from rear wheels and 
axle). Rattles don't occur as often as they did in wag- 
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ons, but they do appear with discouraging frequency. 

While actual load-carrying space with a full comple- 
ment of passengers may seem no larger than in a sedan 
(without blocking the driver's rear view), the roof lends 
itself to a baggage carrier, especially for vacations. 
This brings us to our personally favorite use for our 
own wagon, which is sleeping in it whenever and 
wherever we happen to be at nightfall. The tailgate, 
by the way, makes a good kitchen table in the morning. 
If this sounds as tho it might appeal to you, there is no 
substitute whatsoever for forgetting your dignity and 
climbing inside, along with your fellow would-be 
campers, before buying. You'll want plenty of. room 
for yourselves and your equipment, if you're to enjoy 
taking your house along with you. 

As an investment, a wagon can repay you only if 
you'll use it sufficiently (many have paid for them- 
selves in small businesses). To higher original cost, 
you'll have to add slightly higher costs of operation (it's 
heavier) and body repair; possibly higher insurance 
and license fees. Some wagons don’t have the bigger 
brakes they need, so they wear faster. Resale value will 
offset some of this; a much-wanted wagon will retain 
a good percentage of its original value for several years. 

Once you've decided you want a wagon, you may 
have a hard time picking which one. They vary sharply, 
even within one make, so check the pages on 2- and 
4-door sedans for similar advantages and disadvan- 
tages. MT’s Aug. ‘55 Station Wagon Buyers Guide is 
stiil helpful because of the lack of basic changes in ‘56. 
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IF YOU STILL THINK of a pickup as 
“just a truck,” you owe it to yourself to 
investigate what has happened to this 
once-lowly, still-cheap workhorse. 

As for its ties with the past, the usual 
pickup still rides hard all the time so 
that it can carry a hefty load when 
necessary: it is considerably noisier 
than today’s passenger cars; and it car- 
ries its driver and 1 or 2 passengers 
proudly on high. 

There’s nothing whatsoever that can 
carry a bigger or heavier load (unless 
it’s a larger truck). To be sure, this 
load is exposed to the weather if you 
don’t cover it with a tarpaulin. It isn’t 
theftproof in the slightest degree, and 
you'd better line the bed of your pickup 
before you load up if you’re going to 
tote anything delicate. 

If you do a lot of camping, you'll 
gain mobility with a higher-slung pick- 
up. Add some of the extra-cost options, 
and you may compose a near-perfect 





LOW COST, HIGH UTILITY: THE PICKUP 


vehicle for your specialized needs. Con- 
sider equipping it with 4-wheel drive, 
for a veritable mountain goat of a car 
(“Driving Around,” Jan. 56 MT). If 
hot performance is more your dish, 
try a supercharger; for a 
on a McCulloch-equipped Chevrolet V8 


Cameo, see page 47, this issue. Or you 


report 


may yearn for a quick-on, quick-off 
“camper” body of Fiberglas or steel. 
Such an accessory, easy to sling from 
your garage rafters when not in use, 
can make a pickup top choice for versa- 
tility honors. 

Now, 


carry more than 3 people, except under 


what won't it do? It won’t 
the most dangerous conditions. The 
only safe spot for a child in a pickup 
is in the front seat, provided this seat 
has a seatbelt and, preferably, a shoul- 
der harness. The happy kids you see 
riding in the rear of pickups are in a 
perilous spot in most accidents, and can 
fall out without any need for a crash. It 





won't carry anyone in the cushioned 
comfort that we’ve grown accustomed 
to, and, unlike stiffer-riding passenger 
cars, it has no great abilities in the 
roadability or handling line. Indeed, 
an unloaded pickup can be a strain on 


the nerves as well as the muscles. 

Unlike the wagon, the pickup is no 
stylishly casual vehicle for dress-up 
affairs. This situation underwent a 
slight change with the announcement 
last year of Chevrolet’s Fiberglas-sided 
Cameo, and other makers are slowly 
slicking up their offerings. As it stands, 
the keeping-up-with-the-Joneses status 
of the pickup could be described as 
“O.K. if you have a real dreamboat, 
otherwise n.g.” 

The pickup’s rugged virtues have 
captured a few buyers who were sorry 
before much time had passed, and any- 
where but far from the big city, they 
have found it hard to recoup their in- 
vestment. So—be sure! 
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HOWARD 


ARCHERY 


ADVENTURES 


ADVENTURES 
IY ARCHERY 


‘learn HOW to make and 

use archery equipment!” 
Howard Hill is known as the 
world’s greatest archer. In this 
book you will share his every 
authentic and exciting experience 
as a bow-and-arrow hunter of 
wild game. You will enjoy this 
thrilling Trend Book by a man 
who “hunts the hard way” with 
incredible skill and courage. 












OTHER IMPORTANT TREND BOOKS 





Spin Tackle 








SPIN TACKLE | Hi FIDELITY 
FISHING | 


A complete | 
guide to ocean 
and fresh-water 

fishing with | 
spinning tackle. 
Latest gear and 

methods | 
illustrated. 





How to enjoy 
the best in music 
reproduction at 
lowest cost; how 
to install your 
own system with 
simple tools. 















HOME MUSIC 
UNDERWATER | SYSTEMS 


New worlds of | Hundreds of ideas 









underwater on how to install 
adventure, diving Hi Fi into your 
techniques, home. Many 






photos of 
ingenious ond 
attractive home 
Hi Fi centers. 


equipment, etc., 
revealed in this 
first how-to-do-it 
book on 
Skindiving. 











only 75¢ at all newsstands! 


= Or send 85c (to cover postage, etc.) 
= direct to TREND, INC., 5959 Hollywood 
= Bled., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


ST 


' 
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by Robert J. Gottlieb 


Classie Car Editor 


ERE’S A WONDERFUL LETTER re- 

ceived from E. R. Valentine, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., describing his car, which is unrecognized 
as a Classic: 

“May I mention a car overlooked and per- 
haps worthy of classic consideration—the 
1929 Reo Flying Cloud ‘“Car-of-the-month.” 
Only one 3-toned car of that particular 
month was to be sold by each dealer in any 
large metropolitan area . . 

“We got ours in May '29—the color for 
that month was rose-terracotta with matching 
silk brocade upholstery and washed gold door 
and window knobs. It also has a ladies’ gold 
compact, cigar lighter and trays, silk curtains 
(sides and rear), custom-tailored luggage to 
fit in the trunk, 6 wire wheels (6.50 x 18 
with built-in balancing lugs). Side-mounted 
spares are covered with large chrome covers 
with rear-view mirrors. Dual-tone exhaust for 
town and country, the latter deep-throated and 
relieving muffler back pressure, controlled by 
button on steering column; massive hydraulic 
brakes, and double-acting shocks. Always not- 
ed for ruggedness and dependability, its per- 
formance and ride was something underesti- 
mated. “Flying Cloud” suited the car aptly. 
{It was] fleet, responsive and smooth-riding 
with its long rear leaf springs set in large 
knees of rubber. Dressed in its fancy attire 
it seemed a challenge to the best in its hey- 
day, such as Packards, Auburns, Cords, etc. 
We especially liked those “certified-to-do- 
100” challenges. What a surprise they got! 
None ever left us and when speeds dropped 
to passing ranges (30-85) we promptly out- 


% 


3 





Se ‘ 
x #5 ¥ ‘eet - 


classed most of them, and we were generally 
loaded to the hilt with 6 passengers and all 


gear. ... Yes, I still have it stored in the 
garage—in mint condition and only 24,000 
miles on it. It will still purr like a kitten or 
growl like a lion.” 

Bill (William R.) Gibson, of Newton 
Centre, Mass., is librarian of the Veteran 
Motor Car Club of America. A passion for 
accuracy has led him to examine ‘The 
Marmon Masterpiece” (April 55 MT): 

“IT want to tell you that I think you have 
done a splendid job in every respect. I'm 
especially glad that you gave Howard Mar- 
mon due credit, for most of the improve- 
ments were his ideas. 

“Now to find a few faults. [Bill here men- 
tions the Alexis de Sakhnoffsky ‘club coupe’ 
that we incorrectly labeled a Walter Teague 
design.} This is, or was, a one-of-a-kind car 
all right, and I have tried for a couple of 
years to trace this car—without success. 

“A 1920 Marmon handbook I have states 
that the 1905 models, which appeared in 
late 1904, were the Ist production carts. 

“T certainly question the 850 total produc- 
tion figure for the 16, and assume this infor- 
mation came from Ed Robinson, who told 
me some time ago that about that many cars 
were built. George N. Williams, last presi- 
dent of the Marmon Motor Car Co., esti- 
mated that number several years ago. I have 
since questioned him about this ‘guess’ and 
he admits that it was merely that. My '33 16 
was owned by him when new. My estimate 
is about 450 16s from °31 to 33. Only 3 
strictly custom-built cars have been verified, 
so I also doubt that 100 were made, unless 
special trim inside is included. There is a 
7-passenger sedan in Pennsylvania with an 
all-leather interior which cost $500 extra. . . 

“Another '33 convertible coupe in Indian- 
apolis has skirted fenders and 1936 Ford 
hood louvers, but it isn’t what I'd call a 
custom-built car. The 2 Waterhouse touring 
cars in Massachusetts are the most interest- 
ing customs on this chassis . . . 

“I’m sending a copy of your story to Mrs. 
Howard Marmon in New York, and | 
think she'll be pleased with your work.” 


HARRY KINNEY 


Se 


restored 1931 Pierce-Arrow phaeton is proud possession of Gene Berrick, of Danville, Ill. 
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(9 Best Sellers Advertised by World’s Largest Supplier of Special A 


(2) New Products 












DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 
magnetic pick-up area 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 
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MILEAGE 
MINDER 





SAVES UP TO 
6 MILES 


PER GALLON 
OF GAS! 

















STOP THOSE TWO CAR THIEVES... 
engine acid and abrasive metal grit! 
NEUTRA-PLUG has active magnesium ele- 


ment to neutralize corrosive acids .. . PLUS 


powerful Alnico magnet to capture abrasive 
particles. Install in a jiffy. Replaces stock 
crankcase drain plug. Standard model, $1.95. 
Deluxe model (double-sized floating element 


on 200-lb. cable) 


. $2.45. Item 1. Ppd. 


NEW MILEAGE MINDER saves gas—re- 
duces carburetor wear. A combination Pres- 
sure Regulator and pulsation dampener that 
stops stalling, rough idle and vapor lock. 
PLUS a built-in porous bronze filter that re- 
moves all foreign material. Eliminates all fuel 
pump pulsation . . . produces smooth, regu- 
lated flow of clean fuel. Greatly improves ac- 
celeration and mileage. $6.95. Item 2. Ppd. 























SPINDLE NUTS hold 


MICRO-LOK front 
wheels perfectly in line. 62-point micro- 
metric head—10 times more accurate than 
ordinary spindle nuts. That means TIRES 
GO STRAIGHT .. . Get up to 6,000 miles 
extra wear. It means safer steering . . . saves 
brakes and bearings. Insist on Micro-Lok. 
Made of tough, hardened steel. Only $2.95 
per car. Item 4. Ppd. 


NEW RADIATOR ~rROTECLOR. Neutra- 
Rod cleans engine cooling system and keeps 
it clean. Magnesium-copper disc neutralizer 
removes rust and scale that solvents and 
flushing can’t touch. Eliminates “hot spots” 
and overheating. Also STOPS electrolytic 
action that causes costly radiator damage. 
Easily installed in less than half a minute. 
Fits all cars. Only $1.95. Item 5. Ppd. 








WITHOUT 


GANE AIR-JET NEEDLE increases gas mile- 
age 2 to 4 (or more) MPG! Assures proper 
gas-air mixture—prevents raw gas from pour- 
ing into carburetor. Gives smoother idle. 
Includes patented Filter Cap. Try it for 10 
days—money back if not amazed. Replaces 
stock idling screw. Specify make of car- 
buretor (eight cylinder cars take 2). Priced 
at only $1.50 each. Item 3. Ppd. 


= POROUS BRONZE WALL FILTERS OUT 


_ PARTICLES AS SMALL AS 39 
sei MILLIONTHS OF AN INCH! 


WITH 











PERMA-BRONZE OIL FILTER. You can’t 
buy better—why pay more? NEVER needs 
replacing. Easy to clean. Guaranteed for 10 
years. Transfer from one car to the next. 
Doubles mileage between oil changes. Acid 
neutralizer included. “By-pass” filter ele- 
ment, $4.95. Giant “Full flow” filter element, 
$8.95. Complete “By-pass” filter with housing. 
$10.95. Item 6. Ppd. 





BRAKING AND ACCELERATION 
WITH TRACTION MASTER 





ACCELERATION WITHOUT 














Genuine 


FistonSeal 



































A BEFORE 
RING 
JOB 
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TiE DOWN THOSé WHEELLS—Traction 
Master stops drive-line “jump,” prevents 
rear end “bucking”! Axle housing can’t 
“rotate.” Reduces front end “dive” when 
stopping. Gives up to 28% faster accelera- 
tion, a safer, smoother ride, longer life for 
tires, shocks, U-joint and axle. For all cars 
with leaf rear springs. Install them yourself— 
directions included. $39.95 pair. Item 7. 


FREE GIANT NEW CATALOG! 


special auto parts — 
many not yet in stores. 
Sent free with order for 
any item above. (Other- 
wise, send 25¢ for post- 
age, handling.) Get 
yours today. SPECIAL 
BONUS! Valuable Power 
Calculator sent free with 
each order. 


DEALERS! Help meet demand in your 


area for Hi-Performance 
equipment. Write on your letterhead for 
new wholesale catalog—just off the press! 












LOOK! ONLY $1.95. 10-piece socket set 
containing most wanted auto and shop tools. 
Eight sockets, from *46” to 4” by 32’s, plus 
ball-grip flex handle and extension. The size 
you need when you need it! Carry in your car 
for any emergency .. . comes in sturdy carry- 
ing case. An outfit every home auto-mechanic 
needs. Complete 10-piece tool set, amazing 
bargain at only $1.95. Item 8. Ppd. 


RE-VITALIZES “TIRED” ENGINES, Holt’s 
Piston Seal restores NEW LIFE, NEW POW- 
ER to a sluggish engine! Easy to use. Un- 
screw spark plugs, squeeze Holt’s into holes. 
Engine heat forms self-expanding seal . . . 
boosts compression, cuts oil guzzling like 
magic. Ends piston slap. Insist on genuine 
Holt’s. Insured by Lloyd’s of London. Only 
$4.95. Item 9. Ppd. 


eee | 


: A= om ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guaranteed or : 
4 f pS money back! Send currency, check or money order 5 
r Ai mee pay, 7-4 —— in hws b sogggh + "4 ’ 
‘ . marked Ppd.; others f.o.b. Los Angeles. le- 

i 1_|MUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES = Ooi “required on C.0.D.’s (Ne C.0.D. outside ! 
‘ _ 7. onesie U.S.A.). California residents add 3% Tax. Phone 5 
1 OE Snell pe Bu Aah hoes orders accepted. 1 
: 5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 484, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 . 
; Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 1 4 Bub ee ee? s 

5 
; My car is Year Model Ne. Cy nt Fe ee : 
a Name Full Price Enclosed. : 
; Address. $ - 
: City Zone State. 20% Deposit. SendC.0.D. 4% 
Le 
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DRIVING 
AROUND 





with 
WALT WORON 


N MOST OF US there is an undeniable 

fascination for things mechanical. In 
a good percentage of us there is consider- 
able interest in things of a diminutive 
nature. And in a large share of us there 
is a healthy respect for anything built 
by German craftsmen—as witness the 
astounding success of Volkswagen in this 
country. A study of all these points must 
have been made by the builders of the 
new tiny Messerschmitt KR-200, with the 
conclusion that what this country needs 
more than anything else is not a tax re- 
duction, but thousands of tiny, 3-wheeled, 
closed scooters. 

I know that some people will chide me 
for calling the Messerschmitt a “scooter,” 
but I note that the factory and even many 
of the distributors in this country don’t 
refer to it as a car. Instead, they say, 
“little vehicle,” ‘“3-wheel cabriolet,” “the 
answer to personal transportation.” I think 
that they are being honest in so doing, 
for altho it has many advantages over 
motor scooters, it has only the one over 
a car—that of providing minimal trans- 
portation at minimum cost ($1073 plus 
tax, in Los Angeles). 

Apparently, it does the job quite well 
in Germany, but in this country it is more 
apt to find a market among those motor 
scooter users who would like to drive 
under cover in the rain, among those 
owners of businesses needing stimulation 
by promotion and publicity stunts, in rural 
communities where persons need drive a 
few short miles to and from their home, 
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_ on large film studio or manufacturing 
lots, on campuses, and among those 
who want a luxurious scooter. The 
best way I know of finding out what 

a vehicle is suited for is to drive it. 
With this thought in mind I approached 

Dan Collins of Frank Sennes Motor Corp. 
(210 W. Colorado, Glendale, Calif.), 
for a short-term loan of the “little m.” 
For the following week I became the 
butt of jokesters, punsters, worried-looking 
head-waggers, persons seriously interested 
in finding out more about “that,” and kids 
who wanted their parents to “buy me one 
of those.” 

I didn’t attempt to get any performance 
figures, because I felt that I could get this 
information by pitting it against the huge 
behemoths on all sides of me in the 
infamous trafic of Los Angeles. Neces- 
sarily always on the alert, I would accel- 
erate as fast as I could thru the 4 gears 
of the motorcycle-type transmission to 
keep from being run over, and steer out 
of harm’s way with the airplane-type con- 
trol bar when I couldn’t stay ahead. 

Everything concerned with the “little m” 
was a novel experience, from getting into 
it to pushing it hard enough thru a corner 
to lift the front wheel (on the outside of 
the curve) off the ground. To enter, you 
unlatch the canopy, tilt it to one side, 
step in and lower yourself to the driving 
position. The seat can be fitted to all but 
the very tallest, for it has 12 adjustment 
points on a sliding track. There is good 
headroom, legroom, and shoulder room. 
The only instrument that demands your 
attention is the speedometer (in kilo- 
meters per hour), which is small but easy 
to read. Thru some sections of the plexi- 
glas canopy objects will distort, but vision 
otherwise is superb; you can see the road 
directly in front of your feet by leaning 
forward slightly. The windshield wiper is 
electrically operated. 

Altho you would think that such a 
small vehicle would be exceedingly easy 
to drive, it’s not entirely—primarily be- 
cause the transmission requires a great 
deal of attention. Naturally, it is to be 
expected that you would have to go thru 
the 4 gears when you're increasing speed, 
but it’s also required whenever you de- 
crease speed or come to a stop. It takes 


a fairly hard push and complete clutch 
pedal action to get it to stay in gear. 

Once you have it in gear the handle 
returns itself to the original position by 
spring tension. After you have the trans- 
mission in neutral (by use of the fingertip 
control on the gearshift) you pull the 
lever back and let it return to upright 
for 1st gear. Then you push it forward 
and allow it to return to upright for 2nd 
gear. Repeat for 3rd and 4th. To down- 
shift, you reverse the procedure. Since 
there are 4 speeds in reverse also, you go 
thru the same procedure to back up, only 
reverse it. Sound complicated? It is! 

As far as maneuverability is concerned, 
the “little m” really shines. You can whip 
it around in spots as tight as your mother’s 
corset and park it where only scooters 
could thread their way in. What you don’t 
want to do is park it where other cars can 
bang into you, for tho bumpers are avail- 
able (for $50 extra) they can hardly be 
expected to give you much protection. 

Once you get onto the open road you 
have to anticipate road surface changes, 
since each one bounces you off in a dif- 
ferent direction, with the result that you 
weave down the road. Due to this dis- 
concerting action you don’t feel like doing 
much above 35-40 mph, which is well 
below its claimed top speed of 62 mph. 
When you get close to dips and bumps 
it’s best to slow down quite radically, for 
there is considerable wallowing coming 
out or over them. It’s possible that this 
is due as much to the rubber torsilastic 
suspension units as it is to the 3-wheel 
setup. The double-track steering mecha- 
nism adequately insulates road shock from 
the steering wheel. . 

The passenger’s seat, tho thinly padded, 
is wide enough to accommodate an adult, 
has good headroom, but leaves little leg- 
room. It’s more suited to a child or to 
hauling small packages. Interior finish is 
quite good. 

You won't have to drop into your cor- 
ner gas station too often since the Messer- 
schmitt just doesn’t burn much gas (any- 
where from 60 mpg on up to 100, depend- 
ing on how you drive it). Lubing might 
be a problem unless you cultivate the 
friendship of the station attendant, who 
will have to work from the owner’s man- 






























the chassis is uncomplicated. Most motor- 
cycle shops would be able to remedy any 
difficulties if you can’t get to a Messer- 
schmitt dealer. 


ual the Ist few times. Repairing and 
maintenance shouldn’t be too difficult, since 
the engine is a fairly simple air-cooled, 
single-cylinder 2-stroke, and the rest of 


ON’T EVER GET THE IDEA that every pickup truck you see on the street or 
highway is a truck in acceleration. Not too long ago I drove a pickup that gave 

new meaning to the word. 
On the surface it looked like another 55 Chevy Cameo. But—under the hood Rick 
Cezon (of Brake Specialties, Inc.) had neatly installed a McCulloch supercharger to 
plenty curious. 


give the already adequately powered V8 more horses. We were 
What this blower did to up the performance can be seen 
at a glance in the following comparative table of the 
Cameo truck vs. a 55 Chevy V8 sedan of 162 hp, and a 


56 Chevy with 205 hp: 





Speed or Chevy 55 56 
Distance Cameo Chevy Chevy 
0-60 8.7 12.3 10.7 
'-mile 17.6 19.0 18.3 
30-50 aT 4.4 3.9 
50-80 9.6 15.5 12.0 


The figures speak quite eloquently for themselves. 

In the 0-60 runs it was necessary to use all 3 gears, ‘ 
going into high at 55-57 mph (corrected). The 30-50 : 
runs were made in 2nd gear and the 50-80 runs were all 
made in high gear. 
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Amazing 


CAR POLISH 


Discovery! 
FAST as a car wash! 









Now! MAC'S new Resin 
Coat. A long-lasting 
polish that’s quick and 
easy to apply. Fast- 
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acting Solvent Action 





does it... loosens surface 
film harmlessly while 
special resins produce a 
hard, high gloss that lasts 
up to 6 months. Just rub 








at 









ZN NR 






on, wipe off. Do a per- 
fect job in minutes—not 
hours. Nothing like it! 
“DON’T WAX IT—MAC’S-IT”’ 
















MAC’S SUPER GLOSS CO., INC 
Los Angeles 42, California 















NEW 1956 CATALOG 


... Everything for TOP 
POWER! ECONOMY! STYLE! 






Tells You... 

How To Make Your Car A 
Money-Saving POWERHOUSE! 

New! Track-tested, road proven 
power products to DOUBLE your 










car’s Power, Pep, Pick-up, Efficien- 
cy, Economy, Safety, Styling! Over 
100,000 in stock: Multi-Carburetion ; 
Dual Exhausts; Superchargers ; 
Racing Cams, Heads, Pistons, En- 
eines; Customizing Accessories, Chrome Trim; ete. 
BIG SAVINGS! Plus ‘tHow-To”’ tips, power secrets 






2! No Strings! Write to: 

















IST ENGINEERING CO. : 
MILFORD, PENNA. Dealers 








This Big Practical Book gives full infor- 

mation with working diagrams coveri 

the principles, construction, { 

tion, service and repair of m 
cars, trucks and buses 

Diesel Engines, Hy dramatic 

& Fluid Drives F 


ern 















A complete Guide of 1664 pages, 
with over 1500 illustrations show- 
inside views of working parts, 
with instructions for service jobs. 
IT PAYS TO KNOW 
“As COMPLETE ° - Parsi Amo. 


YOURSELF: simpy ri FILL IN AND 
MAIL COUPON TODAY. 












+ New York 10, N.Y. 
mad days thet then femme 
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is paid: Otherwise 








MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 47 











continued from page 28 


Chevrolet Road Test 


nearly as far as the other seatback, a nice 
detail. (Basically, this keeps seat from 
hitting steering wheel, also discourages 
passengers from flattening the driver 
against the steering wheel when they get 
out on the left. ) 

Hardtop headroom is 2 inches less than 
in 4-door sedans, but lack of space isn’t 
too noticeable until you're forced to the 
sloping outer edge by a pair of husky 
passengers. There’s no decrease in hip- 
room, no noticeable loss of shoulder room. 
Surroundings are pleasant; bolsters and 


facings (top, front edge of cushions) are 
vinyl, as are headlining, door panel trim. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: Not damaged by new 
power (as it has been in 225-hp job). Re- 
sults from last year compare closely to 56 
figures; shows improvement at 30, 45 mph 
which may be insignificant due to differ- 
ences in engines, transmission, tune, other 
factors beyond our test controls. But more 
noticeable increase in economy at 60 can 
indicate efficiency of new cam at mid-speed 
rpms. (Valve size and intake ports are 
not changed to accommodate better breath- 
ing offered by higher-lifting camshaft. ) 
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AUTOMATIC 


POWER 


LUBRICATION 


FOR 
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WITH THE NEW 


Multt-Luber 





If you own a late model Ford or Chevrolet, this is for you. With a mere 
press of a button on your dash, all chassis points are high pressure 
lubricated in seconds . . . guarantees that smooth “Just Lubricated” 
ride every day .. . provides wonderful, time-saving convenience . . . 
adds years of economical car operation. The Multi-Luber has 
been exhaustively tested and is available on current models of 


one of the largest car manufacturers. 


Buy it installed from your car dealer, garage, or service 
station—or install it yourself. Kit includes complete in- 


structions for quick and easy installation. 
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Our traffic checks, run over a more 
true-to-life course than last year (but still 
under controlled conditions for accuracy ), 
show a decrease in mileage; but as we 
suspected after steady-speed and _ traffic 
tests were completed, the new car struck 
a good balance as shown by the tank aver- 
age, a balance substantiated by Chevrolet's 
remarks on what they designed into the 
car—performance, with no sacrifice in 
fuel economy. 


Is the car well put together? We've 
found from past experience that Chevro- 
let construction varies no more between 
cheap models and deluxe hardtops than 2 
Bel Airs would vary from each oth~-. 
Test car had good-fitting body panels. 
hood and decklid. From what we could 
see of the new gas filler mechanism (you 
turn a vertical chrome bar above the 
left tail light lens to drop the light housinz 
and expose the filler neck), there should 
be no unusual troubles with the latch, 
spring or hinge. 

Interior appointments (upholstery, door- 
panels, floor mats) showed good fit, no 
gaps or wrinkles; windshield trim molding 
joined well at edges of wraparound, fit 
of glove compartment and ashtray doors 
passed our inspection. 


How did it hold up? Space for “Items 
that go wrong on car during test” in our 
road test form drew a complete blank. 
(We listened closely for drive train whine 
found in another 56 Chevy driven a short 
time before the test, but noticed no moans 
from test car’s running gear, no clunks in 
Powerglide transmission when upshifting 
or downshifting. ) 


Servicing: Most engine components tfe- 
main where they were, most are easy to 
get to. But perhaps more important, be- 
cause of some engineering changes, you 
may get even better service from your V8 
in '56. Generator has new rubber-bushed 
mountings to reduce noise and vibration. 
New model's voltage regulator has been 
waterproofed (rubber seal between cover 
and base), is now located on left fender 
skirt instead of up front on the: radiator 
baffle (this lets Chevrolet use shorter wires, 
makes unit easier, and accordingly cheaper, 
to service ). 


Other electrical system changes include 
waterproofing neoprene boot over starter 
motor solenoid plunger, fuse in main 
light switch to protect instrument panel 
light circuit, new battery (rubber separa- 
tors instead of wood, new grid alloy, baf- 
fles in the vent caps) with a warranty 
period of 3 years instead of 55’s 21-month 
period. Chevrolet's new-type headlights 
(detailed in December 55 MT) feature 
3-point aiming system for quick adjust- 
ment, low-beam visibility increase of as 
much as 80 feet. 


Summing up: Hidden engineering 
changes in '56 interested us more than pros 
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J. C. Whitney, Inc., 1917 (0-3) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
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OVER 75,000 
AUTOMOTIVE ITEMS 
IN STOCK 


Parts and Accessories for 
all makes, years and models 
from 1920 through 1956! 


EVERYTHING AUTOMOTIVE 
FROM ONE SOURCE! 


Get the new 1956 edition of the world’s 
largest and most complete auto equipment 
buying guide catalog—180 pages! It saves 
you UP TO ONE-HALF on ALL your auto- 
motive needs. Includes thousands of brand 
new last minute releases of accessories and 
parts for your car, truck, hot rod, custom 
car or station wagon for models from 1920 
through 1956! This new catalog features the lastest 
Hollywood and Custom equipment not yet in stores... 
new High Speed Parts .. . as well as hard-to-find exact 
replacement parts for old and current models alike! 


Buy Direct By Mail From Whitney—and SAVE MONEY 


Our tremendous buying power and huge volume enable us to 
cut prices to rock bottom. You actually save up to 50% and 
more! We stock over 75,000 items, ready for immediate ship- 
ment—with new, improved facilities to speed up service on 
every order. This is our twentieth year. Your satisfaction 
guaranteed on every order or your money back! Rush 
coupon for your FREE copy of our new 1956 catalog. 
Please enclose 25¢ in coin to help pay part of the han- 
dling and mailing costs (refunded on first $5 order). Send 
for yours now! 


180 PAGE 


Just Mall this Coupon, NOW! 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917-0-3 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, Ill. 


Please rush your giant 180-page 1956 Catalog describing world's 
most complete line of auto parts and accessories—over 75,000 items 
at lowest prices. (Please enclose 25¢ to cover part of cost, which 
will be credited to you on first $5.00 order.) 
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FREE TRIAL! SEND NO MONEY! 
AUTOMOTIVE 
BARGAINS! 


AT FANTASTIC DOLLAR-SAVING PRICES! 


“Road test’’ your car with any of these fabulous 
bargains for seven full days! If you're not 100% 
satisfied, send the instruments back and the deal's 
off! No strings attached! 


famous Autosphere Corp: DERECMETER 


Fabulous ‘‘dashboard dynamo- 
meter’ completely checks ac- 
tual road horsepower, wheel 
alignment, and 101 other im- 
portant tests. Everything in- 
cluded in original carton! Fits 
; all cars without drilling! 

1000's sold by manufacturer at $27.95 


— only $9.95 O ociure only $12.95 


Install on dash — know how many Gale Hall 
oe oS. —_= Engineering 
you drive — know engine condition 

— avoid breakdowns — save gallons MILE-O-METER 
in every tankful! Fits all cars — no 
holes to drill! 


$9.95 Standard — only $4.98 
$14.95 Deluxe — only $7.95 


PRECISION COMPRESSION GAUGES 
‘epee movements, stub-type handle. 



































fy JET-MATIC JET-MATIC EST-MASTER 
193%" dia.) HEAVY-DUTY” (41%4” dia.) 
dealer price (3%4” dia.) dealer price 
4 was $9.50 10.75 
only $2. $2.98 only $3.98 only $4.98 
OFFSET WRENCH SET 
imported set 6”, 8. 
10” wrenches — hi 
quality — rugged tempered 
steel. 8 ] 
$5.95 value — only $3.95 
6” PLIER SET 
et of 3 — _ long-nose, biunt 
combination, diagonal — quality 


“a only $2.95 


Je VACUUM GAUGE 





\ & FUEL PUMP TESTER 
Engine analysis EF — 34 different 


f tests — (342” 
- “$4. 98 


was $11.70 
TEST-X PNEUMATIC ENGINE TESTERS 
Invaluable for trouble-shooting 
checks valves, rings, etc. 
TEST-X Regular model (4” dia.), 
I IE” CII sian cosesssadesacasveoniositbisomgiton 


TEST-X Heavy-duty (4” dia.}, 
Bus NR AT SRR A only $4.48 
SWISS OFFICER’S KNIFE 
2 blades, screw- 














7-in-1_ features! 


driver, awi, can opener, corkscrew, 
bottle ner — a “pocket toolbox’ 
at terrific savings! 


$5.50 value — only $2.98 


$1.50 Gale Hall CHAMY-SKIM free 

with every purchase! Amazing sim- 
lated chamois — sparkles your 
r to perfection. 


Note: all prices plus 45c postage and insurance 


for each item. 
gpa regres ee me 


WOW: These terrific! 


shaescr es wt 12 13 
oO | WANT TO SAVE EVEN MORE AND GET THE 
, FREE CHAMY, TOO! Enclosed is my check 
or money order for $+ | under- 
stand you will absorb ‘af postage and 
oe | charges, and that you will send me 
50 Chamy-Skim absolutely FREE! 
| mF too, that | can get an immedi- 
ate refund by returning any or all of the 
items within 7 days of date of receipt. 
oO Send C.0.D. Same $1.50 FREE Chamy-Skim 
and money-back guarantee! 











prices are 
fri me the instruments whose 
numbers I've circled below — 

o Sees the purchase plan 


Send on “free trial’’ basis. No money en- 
[]closed. (Add 45c postage and insurance for & 
each item.) 


iii iiiicaimistisianccdnionede Salada 


t 
ORT, MASS. & 
Scebenemoneaos Lal * 
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and cons of styling changes. (In fact, 
we've heard so much comment on Chevy’s 
new grille and side molding that we can’t 
tell what the majority thinks of the 
changeover. Did find many people asking 
if rear fenders were peaked or if paint-and- 
chrome of Bel Airs achieved the effect; 
it’s the latter. ) 

But taking away the glitter (which you 
can do in varying degrees by selecting any 
number of models), you come up with a 
car highly impressive in performance, a 
genuine pleasure to drive, and a car with 
mechanical features that point up low-cost, 
long-term ownership. (And so no buyer 
will have to live with a too-drab machine, 
Chevy has initiated what may be a defi- 
nite trend by dolling up its plainest 150 


series with side trim and chrome around 
the windshield. ) 

Chevrolet is playing what appears like 
an unpretentious role in the Detroit safety 
show; dash covering, seatbelts, and the 
shoulder harness setup in particular aren’t 
being pushed, but they’re there for those 
who want them; safety-type doorlatches 
were installed in 55s (in July), went un- 
announced. In power and performance, in 
appearance and trade-in value, and now 
safety, Chevy is keeping competition on 
its toes, might even step on a few to keep 
from being trampled in the '56 sales rush; 
they’ve added new features to the cars, 
added more cars to the line, and thrown 
a potent package onto the low-price-class 
bargain table labeled “Hot.” —Jim Lodge 





continued from page 19 


How GM Got That Way 


| ricated housing. Almost any 


then brashly ventured forth into high-risk 
aircraft engine development, and even, in 
Sloan’s mind at least, considered pre-fab- 
mechanical 
product that was extremely complicated to 
manufacture, that could benefit from the 
existing engineering talent reservoir, and 
was then being made by small firms that 
lacked resources for proper exploitation— 
these qualifications made the item grist for 
GM's expanding mill and still do. 

You might ask why this twice nearly 
bankrupt corporate monster, founded by a 
man who didn’t know the difference be- 
tween a sparkplug and a piston except by 
the price tag, emerged to its present-day 
hold on 50 per cent of car production plus 
enough else to worry government agencies 
concerned with “small” business. 

We might generalize our answer by 
stating that GM could (and still can) af- 
ford to make mistakes. They did, too. 
Chevrolet, Buick and Cadillac are curreni- 
ly prosperous divisions that once came 
within an executive decision of being 


| dropped like those already listed. 


Here’s the story of Chevrolet's near- 
miss: When Mr. duPont became president 
at the time of Durant’s 2nd exit, he 


| brought in a firm of highly reputable con- 


sulting engineers to survey a reconstruc- 


tion program for GM. They recommended 
amongst other things that the entire Chev- 
rolet operation be liquidated. This divi- 
sion had a network of assembly plants but 
despite the fine reputation of their “Baby 
Grand” and “Royal Mail” models, they 
never managed to get firmly entrenched in 
the lowest price field, at that time (1921) 
exclusively Ford’s, with 70 per cent of in- 
dustry production being Model Ts. Sloan, 
then a vice-president, went to bat and 
talked duPont out of accepting the rec- 
ommendation, certainly one of the most 
fortunate decisions ever made by GM. 
Harlow Curtice was sent into Buick as 
division president in 1933 to salvage an- 
other badly floundering operation for 
which most observers at that time pre- 
dicted an early end. They’ had failed to 
keep step with product development, even 
within GM, but most important, mer- 
chandising and distribution techniques 
were sad. Super salesman Curtice straight- 
ened things out in short order. His 1st real 
product chance was the 1936 Buick, and 
with introduction of the Century, it was a 
bombshell from Flint. Meanwhile, he 
merchandised the hell out of what he had. 
Cadillac was also in trouble in 1933 
when the division was losing millions on 
its ponderous V-12s and V-16s. GM gave 
it one last chance when the late Nicholas 
Dreystadt was moved up from service to 
production manager and then to general 


... And as we went to press, 2 new GM Ists in 1 


N HILLY TERRAIN a heavy truck 

driver's 2 big chores are the endless 
gear changes in climbing a hill and the 
touchy, wearing use of the service brakes in 
descending. With this in mind, Chevrolet 
has introduced its new Powermatic torque 
converter truck transmission which incorpo- 
rates a brand-new “retarding” device. Like the 
driver of an automatic-transmission-equipped 
car, the driver of a new Chevy truck simply 
selects his range (DRIVE, INTERMEDIATE or 
LOW) and he’s automatically supplied with 
the appropriate up-and-down shifts in each 
range. And, just as Powermatic gets the truck 
up the hill with no strain, the new retarder 
gets it down. The retarder is a pedal device 


(in the position of a clutch) which, when 
put into action, floods a transmission cham- 
ber to set up a reverse hydraulic force against 
an engine-driven impeller. Chevy says that 
this reverse-like braking effect is up to 6 
times engine drag. It is expected that on 
most downgrades a driver using the retarder 
won't have to touch his service brakes at all. 
In addition, the new transmission has a lock- 
up clutch which cuts in automatically at cer- 
tain speeds to transfer the engine-transmis- 
sion coupling from hydraulic converter force 
to mechanical drive. And, for the 1st time on 
an automatic transmission, Powermatic pro- 
vides power take-offs for the operation of 
various accessories. 
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Chilton's 
a uomobile 
REPAIR MANUAL 





YOU WON'T “MISS” WITH 
HOW-TO-FIX-IT DATA LIKE THIS TO GUIDE YOU! 


Handle practically any job on any car like an expert .. . even if 
you’ve never repaired a car before! 


Almost Using this giant, 4% pound Chilton “ALL CARS” Auto Repair Man- 
900 big pages! ual is like having the 19 Chilton service experts who prepared it standing 
beside you. 


Weighs 4% lbs! 


First, they show you how to locate troubles in a jiffy. Then they show you 
just what to do and exactly how to do it to make needed repairs. Almost 
3,000 specially-taken pictures help make almost every move crystal clear. 


Cc del f 
"1940 through 1956: FIX ANY MAKE, MODEL OR PART 





BUICK ° KAISER Chilton covers every model of the ignition systems to timers and all the 
leading 22 car makes from 1940 to 
the present ... practically every car 
on the road today. 


CADILLAC + LINCOLN 


rest, it is a complete, accurate and You'll find this giant 


fully authentic service guide. Tells 


what work-saving shortcuts to take Chilton Car Repair 





EVROLET * MERCURY ; A A 
cH From simple tune-ups to complete . what adjustments to make... Manual in practically 
CHRYSLER * NASH engine overhauls; from complicated what mistakes to avoid ... even every car repair shop... 


CONTINENTAL * OLDSMOBILE transmissions to overdrives; from what standard tools to use! 
It’s widely used in 


DESOTO + PACKARD QT A “STUDY” BOOK 225220525" Army-Navy training... 


DODGE - PLYMOUTH 
FORD ° PONTIAC This big Chilton Manual is chock Check Data Tables and literally And it’s tops for be- 
full of how-to-fix-it data on specific thousands of parts and repair speci- ginners ... because it 


FRAZIER * RAMBLER jobs... NOT a lot of general theory. fications. Price only $6.95 on easy 
It’s a real “work” book to be used terms. More than pays for itself in makes everything so 


HENRY J. + STUDEBAKER = iit on the job. Just look up the car time saved THE FIRST TIME amazingly clear! 
HUDSON * WILLYS make, model and part you want to YOU USE IT 


; cack ak nee. ee Practice 10 full I 
The Original Book of its kind ual’s easy instructions and presto! day oak oe risk! P it LNG | CE LY DAYS F R E 3 : 


repair or adjust. Follow the Man- 


. and still the best! the work is done faster, better,easier You be the judge! H as Ghemen St, Phitedelphia 39, Pa. ¥ 
Published each year for 27 than you may have thought possible. Send 10-day Free * Send me the big CHILTON “ALL CARS” RE- © 
years by Chilton . . . world’s Contains almost 900 big pages; 58 Examination cou- ' a ge lag | for, to-day FREE Exe. . 

i i " i : 358 ; > ike Manual, | will then promptly remit 
largest automotive publishers. Troubleshooting Charts: 353 Quick pon today. $1.95 (plus 45¢ postage and handling); then send $2.50 

MAKES EVERY JOB EASY TO UNDERSTAND! ffir cs i iod sed owe you noting 

) a manual postpaid in 10 days and owe you nothing. H 

VE! Send $6.95 with orde id 

Read what these users say: SB —_opastage-hanaling. Same fo-dey return privilege, = 

“With my Chilton ‘All Cars’ ‘‘Chilton makes every job easy 5 tit si cttennddenddcbicéinaliamtbesarenntedaaan 
Manual, I finished a job in an to understand. You don’t need % g 
hour that another fellow had a lot of previous training!’’ g Address ccccccccccccccccccccccvccscesscccesesees a 
worked on all day’ OTTO MORGENSTERN. Bi City, Zone, State ....sssecccescecccecccrscseccres B 

GENE ARNOLD, Iowa Maryland (OUTSIDE U.S.A.—Price $8.95 cash with order. 





t 10- - = —, privilege i money iste) 
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Chilton Books are sold by leading book stores. 
SE He 


Send coupon to: THE CHILTON CO., Dept. M1-36 5605 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa. 
MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 51 

















é at 
aR 

















COMPARE THESE PRICES! 





Your choice of open or 
closed face plate (please specify) 
Chev. 53-56 Buick 55-56 Cadillac 54-55 
Ford 49-56 Chrysler 56 Dodge 55 
"% 55-56 DeSoto 56 Lincoln 52-56 
49.59 Dodge 56 Merc. 52-53 
Chev. 49-52 Oi syae $79.50 
$41.85 Pont. 55-56 Cadillac 50-53 
Buick 54 ays 55-56 Satine 56 
Merc. 54 59.50 hunderbird 55 
$119.50 
Tire ring in chrome, $10 extra. 
Write for information on cars not listed. 
Specify make, yr., mod., size & if tubeless. 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. Postage 
COD. Calif. residents add 3% sales tax. 











NOW! Genuine 


CONTINENTAL KITS 


HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 


Here’s the world’s greatest Continental Kit 
value—at savings up to $100! Glamorous 
California styling . . . rakish tilt of tire car- 
rier is custom-designed for your car, as is 
every other part. Stylish wrap-around gravel 
shields. Heavy 20 gauge tire ring. Sturdy, 
rattle-free! 

Easy to Install Yourself: Kit braces to frame. 
Tire carrier is factory pre-assembled. Step- 
by-step instructions. 

NOT A “FALSIE’—ALL PARTS INCLUDED: 
splash pan, bumper extension brackets, all- 
metal tire cover, tire carrier assembly—every- 
thing but emblem. Prime coated. 

MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED 
= NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
—free with order or send just 25¢. 


A, 


aateen Auto 


CUSTOM ACCESSORIES VALUES FOR 36 YEARS! 


3319 MT-3 So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles, California 
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THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED MUFFLER 


Murrues — [ums — ffeavees 


QUALITY — TESTED AND ACCEPTED 
Arnold Haviland Company 


Defiance 22, Ohio 











HOT ROD 


HOT ROD \ 


“HOT RODDING AN MG” 


BY JOHN CHRISTY 


“ROD TESTING THE ‘56 FORD” 


ON SALE 


FEBRUARY 16 
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manager. He soon boiled the line down to 
products more in keeping with the times, 
with one common V8 except for V-16s. 

A peculiar paradox during this period 
was the LaSalle. Theoretically, it should 
have backfired on Cadillac the way Zephyr 
did on Lincoln and the 120 on Packard. 
However, this didn’t happen because for 
some reason the public never associated 
LaSalle with Cadillac. It was dropped in 
1940 when the 2 cars had literally merged. 

GM could afford to make these mis- 
takes because, even in their short periods 
of trouble, they have always had the vast 
amounts of capital necessary to manufac- 
ture and merchandise a complex piece of 
consumer goods, whether brand-new in 
concept or an extension of an old line. 
Anyone can start an applesauce business 
in his basement, even now. However, ask 
Edgar Kaiser or Preston Tucker how easy 
it is to bring to market a new automobile. 

Constant improvement of the automo- 
bile is almost as difficult; at GM it is 
brought about by what Harlow Curtice 
calls “the application of the inquiring 
mind to reseatch and engineering.” 

In 1923 the Cadillac Division devel- 
oped and introduced the synchromesh 
transmission; in 1929 Alfred Sloan said, 
“We must remove the consciousness of the 
transmission and clutch from the driving 
habits of General Motors car owners.” 
This was the touch-off of automatic trans- 
mission development at GM, with the Ist 
commercial semi-automatic product being 
pioneered by Oldsmobile in 1937, and the 
Hydra-Matic following shortly thereafter, 
in 1939. The progress in automatics since 
that time is an old story, except that it’s 
not yet finished. The latest is Chevrolet's 
new “braking by reversing” Powermatic 
transmission (see page 50). 

The Cadillac Division can probably 
take the credit for the prevailing domi- 
nance of V engines over all others. They 
introduced the lst V8 built in this coun- 
try in 1914, and from the Kettering 12- 
to-1 research engine developed the present 
short-stroke, overhead-valve V8. 

The approach of “the inquiring mind” 
has paid off in other improvement Ists, 
some of which we all now take pretty 
much for granted: the self-starter (Cadil- 
lac, 1913), cellular-type radiators (1920), 
oil-less Durex bearings (1923), chrome 
plating (Oldsmobile, 1925), and a gen- 
erator with controlled current to keep 
the battery fully charged for extra loads 
(Cadillac, 1934). 

GM has also introduced such features as 
hydraulic valve lifters (Cadillac and Bu- 
ick, 1949), tinted glass windshields (Bu- 
ick, 1951), the possibility of gas turbines 
and sun-powered engines for future autos 
(1st announced in 1951), the Autronic 
Eye (1952), and air conditioning (Cad 
and Olds, 1952). 

Alfred Sloan’s contribution of manageri- 
al efficiency coupled with increased em- 
phasis on engineering, as exemplified by 


| succeeding presidents “Big” Bill Knudsen 
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*2 KozaK Saves 


(ADVERTISEMENT) 


its full cost 


every time used 
month after month. 


“EVERY TIME YOU WASH YOUR CAR DOES IT RAIN CATS AND DOGS?" 





> 
EASTERN GRIME, 
WESTERN DUST, 
NORTHERN SLUSH, 
SOUTHERN MUD 
. WIPE RIGHT OFF 
WITH KOZAK 
AUTO DRYWASH 
SO EASY IT'S AMAZING 


. 
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ARIZONA: “My car looks better than 
it ever did, before my “Te 
A. E. Worsfold 


CALIFORNIA: “I have used the KO- 
ZAK-on my 1949 Studebaker since I 
chased it 3!4 years ago. The car still 
ooks new after 47,000 miles. , Your 

KOZAK is all you claim for it.” 
Stafford W. ‘Bisby 


COLORADO: “A friend asked me to- 
day what I did to my car to keep it 
looking so nice all the time. So I told 
him about the KOZAK and he asked 
me to get the one I am ordering for 
him now.” Arthur Brandt 


CONNECTICUT: “I have used the 
KOZAK Auto DryWash Cloth for a 
ood many years and have always 
found it to be all you advertised and 
more.’ Royal W. Wilson 


DELAWARE: “We are steady users of 
your KOZAK Cloths, both for cars 
and furniture, and we swear by them! 
I want three more for my family.” 


Mrs. W. V. Sipple, Jr. 


FLORIDA: “Send me three KO- 
ZAKS. I am here for the winter and 
can’t get along without the KOZAK, 
as I use it all the time at home. Noth- 
ing like it!” Lewis S. “Milner 


GEORGIA: “The KOZAK is really a 
wonder. I enjoy using it.” W. H. Davis 


INDIANA: “I was a doubting Thomas 
when I read your letter describing the 
dry-wash method. I took a chance and 
ordered one KOZAK. I am amazed at 
the results. Your statements are not the 
least bit out of line with actual facts.” 

L. Wiatrowski 


IDAHO: “I am sending you an order 
for a new supply of KOZAKS. A few 
days ago when I stopped at the garage 
where f bought my car (a 1950 Dodge) 
the proprietor said: ‘How do you kee 
your car so bright in this dust? I pin 4 
mine about twice a week, but yours is 
always clean, looking just like it came 
out of a band-box!’ I told him I use a 
KOZAK Cloth on it! It takes me about 
ten minutes to go over my car.” 

Don Martin 


ILLINOIS: “I really go more than I 
expected in the KozaK. I was amazed 
the way they cleaned a car after 30 
days dirt. I would call the KOZAK 
the magic cloth.” Arthur Higgins 


IOWA: “We have a new shoal green 
Cadillac and KOZAK makes it very 
easy to keep looking new.” 

E. D. DeMoss 


KENTUCKY: “Enclosed check my a 
KOZAK Cloth. Have used one for 
several years and — it is wonderful.” 

Mrs. S. S. Yantis 


LOUISIANA: “The KOZAKS are 
surely fine. I will not be without them 
as long as I have a car.” A. M. Trudeau 


© Kewak Ante DryWash 


NOW for Less Than 4c A Week Your Car Is Shiny Clean, 
“Proud Looking”! Super-Safe KozaK DRYWASH Cloth 
(Over 10 Million Already Used) Cleans and Protects 
Finish. KozaK Needs No Water. No Sloppy Bucket or 
Hose, No Sponge, No Rags, No Cold Hands or Wet Feet. 
Gives You a Year of Gleaming “New-Car Look” for Only 
$2. So Fast and Easy It’s a Joy to Use. Try KozaK 
30 Days. Costs You Nothing Unless You Say “GREAT”! 


ITH KozaK you can save 80% of your wet-washes, and have a 
clean car every day the sun shines. Takes only 7 minutes of your 
(or one of the boy’s time)—at a cost of less than 4c a DRY: 
WASH. A $2 or $3 investment in a regular or SUPER KozaK DRY- 
WASH CLOTH will return itself in full every time it rains or snows— 
and keep on doing so for months—saving you td to $100 in formerly 


unnecessary car washing expense. 


¢ 

As One KozaK Fan Wrote: | What a KOZAK } 
“There is no excuse whatever for a man to DRYWASH Does: 
drive a dirty car if he knows there is such a § @ Removes dirt. 
thing as a KozaK DRYWASH process.” CNihenkdiun § 
And, of course, that fan’s beautiful Cadillac [ @ Saves time and work. { 
Fleetwood 1s his pride and joy — and is never § @ No hose needed—sum- 3 
dirty — except during the very rain itself and the 5 ™¢ °F = ee 
short time it takes for it to dry off. Then 7 min- $ Piste springs and start 
utes DRYWASH and, presto! $2 saved — clean [  saueaks. 
car again — not a penny out of pocket — not a § @ It’s safe — over 10 mil- 
squeak from high pressure water washing — a $ lion used. 
real nice job you can be proud of. More fine cars } © Protects the finish. 
are DRYWASHED daily than less expensive ; e 7 
cars. And 10,000,000 KozaKs have been bought § } 
by critical people in the past 30 years — people eh see 3 
who have saved thousands of dollars — and, more § lean car fast, re - 7 
important, have got for themselves bigger trades § Snat 
in allowances for turning in a nice, clean car. I  : 














Our Way of Doing Business 
Mail orders for KozaKs are remailed without fail the same day received and 
have always been. A simple request for refund in full is immediately answered 
by air mail with our expression of appreciation. So far as we know we have no 


dissatisfied customers anywhere, and have h 
users in every city, town, village, and most hamlets. 


dreds of th ds of enthusiastic 





You are never asked 


to return your purchase. If you don’t like it for any reason, you keep it or give 
it away to your firehouse or police patrolman and get your money refunded in 


full besides. 








Here Is How Your KOZAK Is 


Guaranteed 


Use your KozaK DRY WASH Cloth 
for 30 days. If you are not delight- 
ed with its speed and ease, and with 
the clean bright look of your car 
every time you use it... AND if 
you do not agree it has saved you 
its cost many times over . . just write 
and the money you have paid will 
be refunded in full immediately. 
You do not have to return the Ko- 
zaK. We have saved car owners 


thousands of dollars, helped 
their cars looking clean and new for 
30 years. We fully expect ta please 


you too or it’s no sale and no pay. 
out and mail the coupon now. 


KOZAK AUTO DRYWASH 
349 S. Lyon Street 
BATAVIA, N. Y. 





No other cloth or cleaner on the 
market gives your car a better tested 
safe DRY-WASH action. KozaK 
is the ORIGINAL and ONLY 
Auto Drywash Cloth. There is no 
other way to have a clean car for 
only 4c a Drywash. KozaK keeps 
the showroom finish on your new 
car — revitalizes the clean bright 
shine of paint and chrome on your 
older car — helps get you a bigger 
allowance when you trade-in, as re- 
ported by thousands of KozaK 
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HAVE A CLEAN, 7 
“NEW LOOKING” CAR 7 
IN ONLY MINUTES P 
—NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU LIVE OR DRIVE 7 
—NO MATTER HOW . 
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MAINE: “Send me two more of your 
KOZAK Cloths. I have used one KO- 
ZAK all winter on my car and have not 
had to wet-wash it once. I am sold.” 


Theodore Wood 


MARYLAND: “I am a private chauf- 
feur. I take care of five cars. I am 
using the KOZAK Cloth I got from 
you, and it is just wonderful.” 

J. Whittington 


MISSOURI: “Have used them for sev- 
eral years on all our Funeral Automo- 
biles. All you advertise them to be, do 
not want to be without them.” 

Merle Shepard 


NEW JERSEY: “I have been using the 
KOZAK for the past six months, and I 
am amazed at the very fine condition 
it has kept my car in. Dirt vanishes and 
the car is as brilliant and shiny as new. 
Send me three more KOZAKS.” 

H. H. Furber 


NEBRASKA: “I would not be without 
the KOZAK. With very little effort I 
am able to keep my car clean and new- 
looking at all times, and have eliminat- 
ed many costly wet-wash jobs. Please 
send me five more as soon as possible.” 
Edward G. Erlewine 


“Never saw 


NORTH CAROLINA: 


‘anything to equal the KOZAK for an 


automobile. My car hasn’t had a water- 

wash in six months, and looks better. 

Here’s check for another KOZAK.” 
C. R. Ricker 


OHIO: “I highly recommend your 
KOZAK Cloth. It has kept my 1951 
Plymouth looking clean and new all 
the time, to say nothing of the money 
saved in not having the car washed.” 
rs. Jessie W. Friedmann 


PENNSYLVANIA: “I have been us- 
ing your KOZAK Cloth for about ten 
years. My 1948 car has been water- 
washed twice in that time and then 
only when it was Simonized. Many peo- 
ple ask me if I had my car painted.” 
E. A. Puderbaugh 


UTAH: “I have used your KOZAK 
Cloths for my cars for the past 15 


-years. They have given me entire satis- 


faction. Everybody admires my car. I 
inform them that KOZAK Auto Dry- 
Wash does the trick. I can recommend 
them highly.” A. D. Sargent 


® US. Pat. Of, Canada 








KOZAK 349 So. tom St., Batavia, N. Y. 4 
Please send pot et once: 
REG. $2 KOZAKS SUPER $3 KOZAKS { 
(mil c¥ooT me four times longer) 
0 1 for $2 1 ag $3 { 
} 00 SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFE! 


) 2 Reg. ($4) pits 1 Super’ ($3) $7 valoe-$5.00 
































ACKARD'S contribution to the Chicago Automobile Show, 

the Clipper Predictor, is neither a “dream car” nor a 57 
model, but a forecast of engineering and styling in Packard 
development. Yet it still retains a feeling of days past in the 
bumper guard, a carryover of the famous Packard grille. This 
guard, pivoted at the top and using a shock absorber at the 
bottom, provides a unique and practical solution to the prob- 
lem of front-end protection. 

A 374-cubic-inch V8 of over 310 horsepower nestles under 
the hood. Power is transmitted thru an electrically operated 
automatic transmission controlled from a pushbutton “bomb” 
to the left of the deep-dish steering wheel. (A clock is in a 
similar “bomb” to the right.) Provision is made to allow the 
installation of a rear-mounted transmission-differential unit 
and independent rear suspension. 

The unusual door treatment is prompted by the Predictor’s 
541%-inch height. When the doors open, electric motors auto- 
matically retract the extruded aluminum roof panels 8 inches 
into the roof, allowing easy access to the seats, which swivel 
toward the doorway on operating a lever under the seat. The 
panels can also be opened by pressing a button on the inside 
of the roof. The back window is opened electrically from a 
dashboard control. With the compound-curved, wraparound- 
and-over windshield, roof panels and back window open, you 
have the open-air feeling of a convertible. 

No chrome is visible on the car; body panels and moldings 
are planned as integrated units, and give the appearance of 
coming right thru the glass as one continuous sheet of metal. 
All window and door gaskets are inset so as not to disturb the 
clean design. 

Upholstery is leather; seats have a white bolster surround- 
ing a black reversible insert (as on "56 Caribbeans), provid- 
ing a quick change of interiors for luxury or practicality. 
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The tunnel extending from the instrument panel back be- 
tween the front seats to the rear seats forms a sort of armrest. 
But from front to rear, there is at least a provision for all 
these items: a radio and its controls, a radar scope, a control 
console for heater controls, lots of pushbuttons for controlling 
the seat adjustment, door panels, windows, retracting headlights, 
antennas, windshield wipers, a telephone, tape recorder, ash- 
trays, a glove compartment, radio speaker and controls. 
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and “Engine” Charley Wilson, left a (rec- 
ognized) gap in automotive merchandis- 
ing. Styling, GM and elsewhere, started 
with the advent of Harley Earl and his 
1927 LaSalle. This was an essential part 
of merchandising, as most cars ran reason- 
ably well by now, but the concept didn’t 


become all-important until warnings of | 
the approaching buyer’s market became | 


ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP 


apparent in 1948, with waning interest in 
what were obviously warmed-over pre-war 
cars with minor facelifts. 

It was then that Harley Earl got the go- 
ahead to create Le Sabre, a 2-year project 
and the Ist of a long line of show cars 
which may have been criticized in total 
but left an undeniable legacy of very sal- 
able details. True, Buick had its “Y” job 
in 1938 and Chrysler produced special 
custom built Thunderbolts in the early 
1940s, but a wedding of styling and show- 
manship (who long before should have 
lived together, wedded or not) did not 
come publicly until the 1st dream-car- 
studded Motorama, premiered in New 
York in January, 1953. There were other 
Motoramas, before and after World War 
II, but the one in 1953 jelled the concept. 


Ever since, the whole industry has given | 


sneak previews of what is to come thru 
dream cars, and thus whetted the appetite 
of nearly every member of the U. S. car- 
buying public. 

Expansion of the Motorama idea, as 
well as all the other “’amas” including 
Power and Future, plus Parade of Prog- 
ress, is just one weapon in super-salesman 
Curtice’s book. It is an era of selling all 
one can produce, and “GM’s Curtice” is 
doing a pretty good job as the records will 
show. Despite all this and the fact that he 
is man-of-the-year, he also has the prob- 
lem-of-this-year and those immediately to 
come. He must prove that in business, big- 
ness is not a sin. —Don MacDonald 





continued from page 24 


"56 Dodge Road Test 


wheel crossbar that developed very early. 


Servicing: The 56 Dodge should present 
no unusual servicing problems. Except for 
the usual accessory plumbing and shrouded 
carburetor, engine components are acces- 
sible, especially the sparkplugs. Unlike 
many new V8 engines, it won't require 
asbestos gloves, special wrenches, and. the 
patience of Job to clean these plugs. They 
sit right out in the open, a tempting chal- 
lenge to the “do it yourself” fan. With the 
6, you can climb into the compartment 
alongside it, and still have room to work. 


Summing up: Not satisfied to rest upon 
past laurels, Dodge for 56 has been im- 
proved mechanically and stylewise to meet 
the challenge of a highly competitive year. 
If style, comfort and driving ease are any 
portent of the future, this challenge should 
be met with flying colors. There are many 
features that make this an ideal family car. 
—John Booth 











For the very few who really want perfect performance ! 


The average American car owner demands 
satisfactory performance from his car. With 
a modern American car, he's likely to get it 
with standard equipment. He is not a very 
likely prospect for a Bendix* Electric Fuel 
Pump. But the owner who insists that his 
engine deliver every last ounce of power 


that was built into it is the fellow the Bendix 
Electric Fuel Pump was designed for. If you're 
one of those car owners who never stop 
striving for perfect engine performance, you 
need a Bendix Electric Fuel Pump. Once 
you've tried it, you'll never operate a car 
without it. (Write for illustrated folder.) 

*REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 


Sold in Canada by Bendix-Eclipse, Ltd., Windsor, Ont, Canada 


ECLIPSE “A ELMIRA x». Gomes” 


AVIATION CORPORATION 
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AIR LIFT COMPANY, 


illustrated, tip-packed literature on 
Air Lift remedies for sagging rears. Write 
department 53. i yu 


Lansing, 


SAGGING REARS 


WITH LOW-COST 


AIR LIFT 


PNEUMATIC 
SPRING BOOSTERS 





Even new cars can get that “middle age spread” 
look! If you carry luggage, equipment, or even 
a full complement of adult passengers, your 
rear springs are screaming for help on any 
lengthy trip. 

Air Lifts fit between the leaf springs and frame. 
They inflate with air —adjust with air — giving 
exactly the right amount of support for any 
overload up to one thousand pounds. When not 
overloading, simply deflate ’em and leave ’em in 
place. Super-simple to install and factory guar- 
anteed. See your dealer or write for his name. 


FREE! ... 
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ITH A DASH of Mercedes-Benz 

300-SL and a pinch of Citroen 
DS-19 blended into a striking present-day 
theme, Mercury stylists and engineers 
have come up with what looks to us more 
feasible a production car than a dream: the 
XM-Turnpike Cruiser. Mercury planners 
apparently feel that the product of the 
near future must take maximum advan- 
tage of the current growth of turnpikes 
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and super highways, and General Manager 
F. C. Reith calls the Turnpike Cruiser the 
Ist car so designed. 

The long Turnpike Cruiser (with a 
length equal to current Lincolns) is in- 
tended to seat 4 passengers comfortably 
in individual seats and provide maximum 
visibility all around by use of a double- 
curvature, wraparound windshield, 4 very 
slim roof support posts, and transparent 








(3 inches below the Continental’s height ) 
silhouette, the plastic “butterfly” panels in 
the roof have been made to open auto- 
matically when the door is opened to ease 
exit and entry. 

Like the new Citroen the Turnpike 
Cruiser has an inset rear window with 
stoplight-turn indicators recessed beneath 
it. The outstanding styling feature is the 
deep concave panels extending from the 
door to the rear fender and terminating 
in huge, V-shaped tail lights. These panels 
of pearlescent white contrast with the per- 
simmon body color. 

Before going on national tour in a spe- 
cial glass-sided, turntable-equipped trailer 
(tabbed the “Van-O-Rama”), the car 
will have been viewed at auto shows in 
Chicago, Omaha, Milwaukee, Detroit and 
Kansas City. See this one for sure, if you 
want to know what to expect from Mer- 
cury in the future. —Al Kidd 











plastic roof panels. Because of its 53-inch 
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(ADVERTISEMENT) 


Still going strong at 162,000 


miles without overhaul 
... yet the engine is as 


powerful as new! 





Winthrop A. Johns 
and the original 
test car, a 1940 
Ford, says Win “‘I 
don’t expect to 
live long enough to 
wear this engine to 
the first overhaul! 
At the present rate 
of wear it will run 
at least 700,000 
miles.”’ 


THIS CAR, AND Hundreds of Other Test Vehicles Are Revolutionizing Motor History 
By Means of a Special New Device that Neutralizes Corrosive Acids as They Are Formed! 





or 


HERE IS THE PROOF 


These are FACTS, not claims, gathered in 16 
years of road tests over millions of miles in 
1500 cars and trucks—NOT laboratory tests 
under simulated diti 





1. POWER 
No engine tested decreased in power. Many 
have gone 120,000 miles. 
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The graph above shows the normal decrease of 
engine power, compared with the power output 
of engines protected from acids. Top perform- 
ance is yours almost indefinitely—one, two, five 
or even ten years. Most protected engines are 
outlasting their bodies. 


2. IGNITION 
Spark plugs last up to 60,000 miles—waste less 
gas. The spark plug shown is from a set of 8 
after 60,000 miles—the entire set still testing 
93% efficient! 





Actual 
photo " 
one of t 

piugs ae 61,810 - 

miles, showing good condition of the electrodes. 


3. FRICTION WEAR ALMOST DISAPPEARS 
Fleet tests show wear reductions of almost 6 to 
1 in stop and go service. 





The bearing at left above is from an engine 
with Magna-Power after 112,000 miles in 11 
years. It is still good for many more years of 
service and 4 times the miles. At right is one 
from an unprotected engine after 63,000 miles! 
IT IS WORN OUT! 





IS IT ACID OR FRICTION? 

Engine friction—excepting fans, pumps, belts 
and windage—is negligible. Our tests show al- 
most no metal to metal contact. Acid is the real 
cause of motor deterioration. 


SULPHUR FORMS ACIDS 

Gasoline is about 1/1000th sulphur. Leaded 
gasoline also contains bromine and chlorine. In 
1000 gallons (enough for 15,000 to 20,000 miles) 
there is about 6 lbs. of sulphur—enough to 
make 5 gallons of strong sulphuric acid. When 
gasoline burns, corrosive gases (SO» SO; HBr 
and HCl) blow by the pistons into the crank- 
ease. Here they combine with condensed water 
(also blown by) almost always present in oil, to 
start a vicious circle. SO; is a thirsty com- 
pound. It absorbs water to form sulphuric acid, 
which in turn attracts more water, which dis- 
solves more SOs, which in turn attracts more 
water! This water body then absorbs gases to 
form HeCOs, HeSO;, HCl and HBr—all corro- 
sive acids. Acids cannot work without water— 
but your engine makes large amounts of it— 
about a gallon for each gallon of gas ; you have 
seen it drip from your exhaust! 


ENGINES HAVE SHORT LIFE 

In door to door service some have an appallingly 
short life. Often only 15,000 to 20,000 miles! 
Enough materials blow into the crankcase to 
make a pint of acid a day. Most of these are 
removed by ventilation but the small amount 
‘eft is enough to damage your engine seriously. 
Even carbonic acid, which you drink in soda 
pop is powerful enough to corrode iron 14 inch 
per year. 








NEW DIRECT WAY TO KILL ACIDS 

Acids destroy themselves by eating metals. 
Acids attack first metals most easily eaten. Al- 
most perfect protection is obtained by our spe- 
cial alloy of MAGNESIUM and aluminum. Since 
magnesium is by far the most easily attacked 
metal in the engine, the acids eat it and are 
destroyed. Without acids, water is no longer 
held. Without water acids cannot form. The 
vicious circle is interrupted. Less sludges, gums 
and resins are formed. 


At left above are two cylinders of a 
milk truck at 65,000 miles with Magna- 
Power. It is % worn out. Identical 
engines in the same fleet but without 
Magna-Power wore out completely at 
40,000 miles. At right are shown sev- A Magna-Power 
eral large city buses—part of the ex- acidneutralizer 
tensive fleet testing program. Pat. Appl. for. 





SUMMARIZING: 

Normal wear, as you know it, does not exist. 
Manufacturer’s figures are increased up to 10% 
in economy, speed, power. Engine wear life is 
increased to at least 300,000 miles by adding the 
Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. Magna-Power 
will help any engine that uses less than 1 qt. of 
oil each 500 miles, OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


GET ONE NOW FOR YOUR NEXT OIL CHANGE— 








} JOHNS MFG. CORP., DEPT. M-3, MIDDLESEX, N.J. 


he gasoline you buy has sulphur in it. 

When sulphur burns it forms sulphuric acid. 
Sulphuric acid eats metal. Little by little your 
engine is eaten away. To combat this dam- 
age, many oil companies are now using anti- 
acids in their oils. But what happens when 
these compounds are overcome? Your engine 
corrodes once more! 
Acid is one of nature’s methods of reducing 
refined metals to their original primitive state. 
Even the Shell Oil Co. has now proven that 
acid corrosion is the major cause of engine 
wear! 
There Is Only One Way to Safely Inhibit 
Acid Formation in Your Engine 
Of course, if you choose to carry testing ap- 
paratus (litmus paper or some such other 
device) you might be able to tell when your 
oil is becoming acid, due to the destruction 
of the anti-acid compounds. But the easiest 
way, it seems to us, is to use a metal plug 
of MAGNESIUM and aluminum, which is by 
nature an alkaline metal, and which, at- 
tached to your oil drain plug, permits easy 
inspection at the time you change your oil. 
Thus you can see at a glance, by means of 
observing the state of corrosion of the plug, 
whether or not your engine is being attacked. 
For acids much prefer alkaline metals such 
as magnesium for “lunch,” to the other metals 
in the engine. 
This Is a Very Simple Idea 
However, it was developed by a mechanical 
engineer after many years of trial and error, 
using such compounds at first as potash, 
magnesium shavings and other devices, none 
of which were as easy, simple or positive as 
this new oil-drain plug device. 
It Is Thoroughly Tested 
Milk fleets, passenger cars, bus lines and 
trucking companies all have tested the new 
“Magna-Power” Neutralizer in controlled field 
operations. Their enthusiastic letters are avail- 
able for your inspection at any time. 
You Can See the Action in a Few Seconds 
If you take a Magna-Power neutralizer and 
drop it into a glass of vinegar you will see it 
foam wildly. Even grapefruit juice will cause 
an effervescent action. 
Experiment with the Magna-Power 
Neutralizer at OUR Risk—Many Imitators, But 
No Guarantee Like This 
If you are not satisfied with the way it works, 
send it back, at any time (years from now, 
if you choose), for an immediate refund. 


Peeves eee eee eee Sees sees 
. JOHNS MFG. CORP., Dept. M-3, Middlesex, N.J. & 
aMy car is a ... (make) ' 
' 










i: 55 
' Semen ps me ppd. a MAGNA-POWER acid . 
E neutralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand g 
Ethat it is sold with an unconditional guar- § 
fantee of satisfaction or my money back! g 
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DON FELL 


THE PROBLEMS 


T HAS BEEN SAID “the most impor- 
tant invention ever conceived by man 
is the wheel.” True, it gave birth to his 
understanding of the value of rotary mo- 
tion upon which our whole technological 
advancement has been based, but equal in 
importance was his invention of the brake. 
Without the ability to stop rotary motion 
at will, the tremendous potential created 
by the wheel would be reduced to an im- 
practical status. This is especially true of 
all modes of mechanical transportation in 
general, and of the modern automobile 
in particular. 

Imagine driving a 4000-pound car 
down the highway at 60 mph with no 
means of bringing it to a controlled halt. 
Fantastic? Of course it is! You wouldn't 
even attempt it. Yet, thanks to the inven- 
tion of the brake, you are able to bring 
this mass of steel to a dead stop in less 
than 175 feet. This is fantastic too, but it 
didn’t just happen. It’s taken a half cen- 
tury of engineering research to accomplish 
this feat. 

Years ago, the brake was a simple 
wooden block that was pressed against the 
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wheel by a lever. The resultant friction 
brought this wheel to a halt. Today we use 
exactly the same basic principle (frictional 
application ) but now we apply it at speeds 
up to 110 mph instead of the 3 or 4 mph 
attained then. The fact that this basic 
principle (which is the only practical one 
we know of) still works, is the result of 
this engineering research. 

Unfortunately, as automobile perform- 
ance increases, the loads imposed upon the 
brakes increase out of all proportion and 
engineers find themselves involved in a 
never-ending race trying to develop brakes 
to match this rising performance (see 
Energy vs. Car Speed Graph). As can be 
seen, twice as. much energy must be ab- 
sorbed in a stop from 60 mph as from 40 
mph. A stop from 100 mph requires an 
energy absorption factor almost 5 times as 
great. Today's brakes are just within safe 


BRAKES 


As horsepower goes up and 
cars become heavier, 


stopping becomes a particularly 


difficult problem 


BY JOHN BOOTH, Engineering Editor 


operating limits but on yesterday’s car they 
would have been more than adequate. They 
have to be half again as good as brakes on 
a 47 car. What’s more, on tomorrow’s car 
they will be useiess if automotive perform- 
ance continues to climb as it gives every 
indication of doing. The kinetic energy 
will simply be too great. 

That today’s brakes operate within safe 
limits is nothing short of miraculous when 
you consider the almost unbelievable work 
they must perform to bring your car to a 
rapid halt. For example, an automobile de- 
veloping 290 hp will probably accelerate 
from 0-6C mph in close to 12 seconds. To 
stop within safe limits, however, the brake 
must bring the car to a halt from this speed 
in much less time. From a practical point 
of view, since it takes as much effort or 
energy to bring a given mass of weight to 
a halt as it did for it to attain a given 
speed, it becomes necessary to design 
brakes that perform 2 to 3 times as much 
work in a given time as the engine. This 








ENERGY VS CAR SPEED 
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produces a tremendous heat buildup which 
is the brake engineer’s greatest enemy. To 
fully comprehend the magnitude of this 
problem, it is necessary to understand why 
this heat is generated and what adverse 
effect it has on the whole brake system. 

Like an automobile engine, brakes must 
do a certain amount of work in a given 
time. The engine burns fuel, expanding it 
under pressure to produce mechanical en- 
ergy which is converted into kinetic (mo- 
tion). energy. The burning of this fuel 
produces a given amount of heat in direct 
proportion to the work done, the work 
being measured in terms of horsepower. 
Brakes reverse this process thru friction, 
by converting the kinetic energy created by 
the engine into heat energy to stop the car. 
Tk. work, involving heat, i. measured by 
horsepower and is used both tc start and 
stop motion. 

This means that a 4000-pound car 
travelling 60 mph (88 feet per second) 
will momentarily require 640 horsepower 
to stop, which represents a heat buildup of 
452 BTUs per second—for comparison, 
enough heat to melt a pound of steel in 
less than 2 seconds! 

Fortunately, this tremendous horsepow- 
er is necessary for just an instant, other- 
wise the heat generated would melt the 
drums. A glance at the Brake Energy Chart 
will show that almost 30 per cent of the 
total energy required to stop is absorbed 
in the lst 10 mph reduction in speed, 
while the last 10 mph uses only about 3 
per cent of the total energy. It is this rapid 
reduction in energy rate that prevents 
complete brake disintegration. * 

Under most driving conditions, hard 
stops are infrequent enough to allow 
brakes to cool off by exposure to the sur- 
rounding air. There are other conditions, 
especially in mountainous areas, where it 
sometimes becomes necessary to use the 
brakes repeatedly until heat buildup ren- 
ders them completely ineffective. This con- 
dition is called brake fade. 

Excessive heat buildup produces a rapid 
and abnormal expansion of the steel brake 
drum which increases the clearance be- 
tween the shoe and the drum. As the ratio 
of pedal to shoe travel is approximately 
350 to 1, even a slight expansion will ma- 
terially increase pedal travel. In advanced 
fade cases, this expansion can be so ex- 
cessive that full pedal travel will not make 
the shoes contact the drum with enough 
force to stop the car. 

Another phenomenon associated with 
excessive heat is a definite loss or erratic 
change in coefficient of friction between 
the brake drum and lining. When this oc- 
curs, even tho the pedal travel hasn’t in- 
creased appreciably, the shoe lining won't 
produce enough friction to stop the car; 





conversely, it may suddenly produce much 
more friction, causing a violent and un- 
predictable pull to right or left. Generally 
speaking, however, all 3 conditions exist 
to some degree during brake fade. 

On really advanced cases, another prob- 
lem is created which, altho rare in pas- 
senger cars, is rather commonplace in 
sports car races. This condition is known 
as hydraulic fluid boil and will cause a 
spongy and ineffective brake action simi- 
lar to having air in the hydraulic system. 

Once the brakes have shown a mild 
fade, they should return to normal after 
a short cooling-off period without any 
permanent damage. Advanced cases can 
warp brake drums, score and char brake 
lining, damage rubber cylinder seals and 
cups, and melt wheel bearing grease. When 
severe brake fade is suspected, a thoro 
visual check of the brakes and wheel bear- 
ings is in order. 

The present trend toward larger tires, 


, smaller wheels, and encompassing fender 


design has contributed in no small degree 
to the inherent brake characteristic of heat 
generation. By obstructing the natural air 
flow around the brake, heat dissipation is 
reduced, giving this fade potential a help- 


ing hand and materially increasing the 
cooling-off period. 

Since heat generation is a natural prod- 
uct of present brake design, engineers are 
approaching the problem from a basic 
standpoint, that of making brakes operate 
in spite of heat buildup. The use of more 
heat-resistant lining, better lining-to-shoe 
bonding, control of drum expansion thru 
use of stamped face plates, heat-resistant 
hydraulic fluid, and better rubber seals are 
all contributing to heatproof brakes. En- 
gineers still have a long way to go if they 
intend to gain ground on the performance 
increase, and they know it. 

Heat buildup is not the only problem 
confronting the brake engineers, but re- 
search has either eliminated or reduced 
these other problems and further develop- 
ments are being made daily. 

Brake lining, which not too long ago 
was woven of many materials including 
wire and asbestos, has improved tremen- 
dously in recent years. Molded lining riv- 
eted to the shoes has eliminated many 
brake problems such as poor coefficient of 
friction and rapid wear. A more recent de- 
velopment is the bonding of this molded 
lining to the shoes by a chemical pressure 
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BRAKING continued 


process, thus eliminating the necessity of 
using rivets which can score the drums. 
Bonded lining can also utilize square-cut 
ends which produce a wiping effect tend- 
ing to keep both the drum and the lining 
itself free of foreign matter. Bonding also 
aids in consistent braking action with self- 
energizing brakes, because it prevents the 
lining from slipping on the shoe, as some- 
times happens with riveted linings. Both 


Our present production brakes are of 
the hydraulically actuated, 2-shoe, inter- 
nal-expanding type. There are 3 basic de- 
signs of this brake, the difference being 
in the method of attaching the brake shoes 
to the backing plates. 

Probably the most popular design, cur- 
rently used on the Bendix brake, is the 
self-energizing, self-centering principle. In 
this system, the shoes are mounted so that 
the top (or toe) ends rest against an an- 
chor pin and are held in place by return 
springs (see drawing). The bottom (or 
heel) ends attach to a free-floating adjust- 
ment screw, also by a retainer spring. As 
pressure is applied to the brake, the pri- 
mary (front) shoe contacts the revolving 
drum and a resistance is set up which 
causés the shoe to move downward slight- 
ly. This movement is transmitted to the 
secondary (rear) shoe by means of the 
floating adjustment screw, forcing the sec- 
ondary shoe to contact the drum at the 
bottom as well as the top. This produces 
a wrap, or windup, effect. It is this pro- 
gressive wrap that gives the brakes their 
self-energizing and self-centering charac- 
teristics, creating more torque per unit of 
applied effort than would be possible on 
a brake without this wrap-up feature. 

Two other shoe attachment designs have 
been popular in the past and have been 
used extensively on Lockheed brakes: The 
lst type anchors the shoes at the heel or 





LOCKHEED CONVENTIONAL BRAKE 


(Not self-energizing) 


60 MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 





General Motors and Chrysler have done 
much research in bonding techniques, and 
lining manufacturers are constantly de- 
veloping materials having better resistance 
to wear and heat with an ever-increasing 
coefficient of friction. 

Many techniques are being experiment- 
ed with to develop longer wearing and 
more heat-resistant hydraulic brake com- 
ponents. Present rubber piston cups will 


*-PRESENT-DAY BRAKES 


bottom by stationary anchor pins or cams 
which are attached to the backing plate. In 
addition to shoe placement, these cams are 
used to adjust shoe-to-drum clearance at 
the heel (bottom), while additional ec- 
centric cams are used to adjust the clear- 
ance at the toe (top). This design allows 
some self-actuation effect on the leading 
shoe, but none on the secondary shoe. The 
ratio of work between these shoes is about 
3 to 1. This causes the leading shoe to 
wear faster. 

The 2nd type was developed for use as 
a powerful front brake. It is unique in that 
it has 2 primary shoes, and requires the 
use of 2 hydraulic cylinders mounted top 
and bottom (see Chrysler Center-Plane 
Brake Drawing). The front shoe is at- 
tached to the top hydraulic cylinder at the 
toe and to an anchor pin at the heel. This 
pin is mounted to the backing plate. The 
rear shoe is mounted in the same way, ex- 
cept in reverse and to the bottom cylinder. 
Major shoe-to-drum adjustment is accom- 
plished by the anchor pins. 

Due to the weight transfer of an auto- 
mobile during braking, the front brakes 
must perform most of the work. A violent 
stop (deceleration rate of 30 feet per sec- 
ond, twice our normal testing decelera- 
tion factor) can transfer as much as 71 
per cent of the car’s total weight to the 
front end. It is for this reason that the 
powerful double cylinder design was de- 


~ ADJUSTMENT SCREW 


BENDIX SELF-EQUALIZING, 
SELF-ENERGIZING BRAKE 


deteriorate rapidly if temperatures exceed 
250° F. Hydraulic fluid is being devel- 
oped that will resist boiling up to 400° F. 
Some experimental metals are extremely 
stable under all conditions of heat or cold. 
New mechanical and hydraulic ratios are 
undergoing tests, as are completely new 
braking principles. What this research 
may produce in the future can best be 
seen by examining what it has produced. 


veloped and also the reason why front 
brakes wear out faster than rear brakes. 

Still another approach to the self-cen- 
tering principle can be found in the Wag- 
ner brake. This design incorporates a steel 
block anchored to the backing plate to 
hold the heel ends of the brake shoes. This 
block has machined surfaces upon which 
the heel ends of the shoes rock when the 
brakes are applied. At the same time they 
automatically center themselves in relation 
to the drum by moving radially on these 
machined block surfaces until the shoe 
pressure is equalized. 

One version of this brake incorporates 
a self-adjusting device to compensate au- 
tomatically for lining wear. This device 
consists of a contact plug which extends 
thru a hole in the center of the leading 
shoe and lining. By means of a lever, 
spring-actuated wedge and wedge guide, 
this plug maintains a constant shoe-to- 
drum clearance by advancing the shoe to- 
ward the drum as lining wear occurs. 

A new (to the U.S.) design appearing 
this year is Chrysler Corp.’s “center-plane” 
brake (see drawing). Like Lockheed’s ear- 
lier 2-leading-shoe principle, this brake 
utilizes 2 hydraulic cylinders mounted top 
and bottom, but the shoes are mot an- 
chored at their heel. Instead, they butt up 
against machined blocks mounted to the 
backing plate which, like the Wagner 
brake, will allow movement radially, pro- 


BALANCE TUBE 





JOHN CHIKA 


ANCHOR PIN 7 
HYDRAULIC CYLINDER 


CHRYSLER CENTER-PLANE BRAKE 





ront 
kes. 
cen- 
Jag- 
steel 
> to 
This 
hich 

the 
they 
tion 
hese 
shoe 


ates 


vice 
nds 
ling 
ver, 
ide, 


'-tOo- 


ring 
ine” 
ear- 
ake 
top 


up 
the 
ner 
>r0- 


RY SHOE 


JOHN CHIKA 


KE 





ducing a desirable self-centering action. 

The web of the shoes is unusual in that 
it is calibrated in depth so that equal 
pressures are applied to the drum along 
the entire length of the lining by shoe dis- 
tortion when brakes are applied. Due to 
the unusually close fit produced by this 
pressure-induced distortion, unit lining 
pressures are lessened, thereby reducing 
“hot spots” under severe braking condi- 
tions. This should tend to control erratic 
braking and brake fade to some extent. 
Brake adjustment is accomplished by a 
conventional cam which controls shoe-to- 
drum clearance. 

Various types of features have been in- 
corporated in our present production 
brakes to help reduce brake fade and pedal 
pressures. Vastly improved lining materi- 
als and shoe application techniques have 
made sudden stops safer 2nd more reliable. 
The recent trend toward power-assisted 
brakes has allowed more engineering 
scope and induced better pedal-to-throttle 
placement. While power application ad- 
mittedly adds to the overall complexity of 
today’s automobile, it may play an even 
greater part in brakes of the future by be- 
coming an integral part of the brake sys- 
tem rather than an optional accessory. 

Whether power for application of 
brakes is derived from hydraulic, vacuum, 
or mechanical torque, it has one major 
purpose—that of reducing pedal pressure. 
This will eventually allow engineers to 
disregard the coefficient of friction as it 
pertains to human capabilities to apply it, 
and concentrate on new designs and on 
practically heat- and wearproof materials 
requiring power assists to create enough 
friction to stop a car. 

It has taken years of constant research 
to bring our present production brakes to 
the rather questionable efficiency they now 
enjoy. Fortunately, knowledge is cumu- 
lative and this past endeavor will pay big 
dividends in the near future by creating 
brakes that always stop and are economical 
enough to allow car manufacturers to put 
them on production cars. Already this 





























knowledge is producing, on a limited or 


experimental basis, brakes that are superior 
in efficiency to any production brake now 
in use. 

Probably the most familiar in this cate- 
gory is the Ausco-Lambert disc brake 
(MOTOR TREND, May ’55). An early cast 
iron version was standard equipment for 
several years on the Chrysler Imperial. 
Altho dropped by Imperial in °56, this 
design has material advantages over our 
present brakes. The earlier version had 
several disadvantages. The enclosed cast 
iron drum or housing had a tendency to 
hold heat once it built up, and the brake 
was costly to produce and maintain. The 
new version, having an aluminum hous- 
ing, radiates heat buildup much better, but 
is still expensive to manufacture. Design- 
wise, it consists of hydraulic, 2-cylinder, 
self-energizing, self-adjusting, twin disc 
units (see illustration). Six steel balls, 
%k-inch in diameter, are located in ramped 
grooves between the discs. Rotation of the 
discs by the hydraulic cylinders results in 
the balls climbing their ramps, causing the 
discs to separate, contacting the brake 
housing and resulting in a powerful and 
light-pressure stop. 

While a lot of money and research has 
gone into the development of this brake, 
and the manufacturers seem bent on spar- 
ing no expense trying to sell it to the pub- 
lic thru various advertising mediums, it 
has too many inherent limitations to be 
considered the standard of future design. 
As stated before, it is rather expensive to 
produce and maintain. It requires the use 
of present inadequate lining material and 
above all is still affected by excessive heat 
buildup not only in efficiency, but in in- 
ternal deterioration. 

Other disc brakes undergoing develop- 
ment such as the Catton brake (MOTOR 
TREND, Oct. 53) are somewhat similar 
to the Lambert brake and they, too, while 
superior to our present production types, 
have the same basic limitations which con- 
front the Lambert design. What, then, is 
the next step? 
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BRAKES continued 


FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS : 


Engineering-wise, the most promising 
design for future production to date is the 
multiple-spot brake. Its utter simplicity 
and ease of maintenance justify the tre- 
mendous metallurgical research that must 
be done before it is unquestionably ac- 
cepted by the automotive industry. 

In principle, this brake utilizes a steel 
plate or disc attached to the wheel with 
several sets of friction pads set in pairs on 
each side of this disc (see Spot Brake Prin- 
ciple Drawing). These pads are pressed 
against the disc by hydraulic rams (cylin- 
ders) built into the pad housings. When 
the brake pedal is pressed, the pads are 
forced against the revolving disc by the 
hydraulic rams; it’s like pinching your 
thumb and forefinger. The resultant fric- 
tion between the pads and the steel disc 
will stop the car. 

This brake is superior in most respects 
to our present shoe-drum type, especially 
since heat expansion has no detectable 
effect on pedal travel. Unlike drum brakes, 
stopping pressure is exerted on the sides 
of the discs only. (See drawing illustrating 
heat expansion. ) 

A spot brake would require no housing 
other than a small deflection plate, and 
could easily be made self-adjusting. To 
combat heat transfer to the hydraulic rams, 
the pads could incorporate an insulation 
break on the ram end. Aircraft and race 
cars have used these brakes quite success- 
fully for a number of years. They have 
several disadvantages, however, and that’s 
where the metallurgists can help. These 
brakes have a tendency to squeal, wear 
friction pads out too fast, and generally 
have a hard pedal action due to low pad 
area to friction ratio (to retard rapid pad 
wear ). Disc distortion thru frictional heat 
is also common here. 





EXPANSION OF PLATE 
STEEL PLATE 


STEEL PLATE 
(Revolves with wheel 


While the problems to be solved appear 
to be many, such is not actually the case. 
We have at hand the answers to quite a 
few. For example: Metallurgical engineers 
can undoubtedly produce friction pads and 
discs that won't distort, squeal, or produce 
rapid wear even in conditions of sand and 
mud. Ice guards or sleeves will prevent 
pads from locking due to ice accumula- 
tion; hard pedal can be overcome by in- 
corporating a power assist as an integral 
unit similar to the Dunlop racing brake. 
Last but not least, since some fade is 
desirable at the very end of a hard stop 
to prevent wheel lockup, some method 
would have to be utilized to make these 
super disc brakes less sensitive. For this 
feature, brake engineers could utilize the 
aircraft industry's ‘“‘no-skid” principle. This 
would allow enormous friction pad pres- 
sures at the beginning of a panic stop, 
and then automatically meter this pressure 
to prevent wheel lockup at any time. 

Heat, as such, would have no appreci- 
able effect on this brake provided it was 
engineered, within present know-how, to 
accommodate it. 

A new development, while not a brake 
as such, would quite possibly be a definite 
asset to this or any brake system. It is 
a radar-controlled braking device which 
automatically stops a car when an obstacle 
gets in the way. Aided by a radar antenna 
across the front of a car, electronic im- 
pulses constantly guard against collision. 
If these impulses are reflected, the car 
slows down or stops according to how near 
the danger is. The sensing range of the 
radar brain is governed by the car’s speed: 
The higher the speed, the longer the range. 
For passing other cars, a special accelera- 
tor temporarily cuts out the device. The 
unit doesn’t operate under 10 mph, so it 
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On Disc Brake 
and on Shoe Brake — 


won't interfere with ordinary parking. 

There are other approaches being made 
to this brake stalemate. Unfortunately all 
must overcome the same basic problem 
that all brakes have—HEAT! 

A British development, soon to be pub- 
licized, involves hydraulic turbine brakes. 
The whole car would be operated by 4 oil 
turbines, one at each wheel. Power is 
supplied by a conventional engine which 
operates an outsized hydraulic pump. 
Thru the use of a reservoir, accumula- 
tor, metering jets and oil lines, hydraulic 
fluid is pumped to each wheel rotor under 
high pressure (similar in principle to a 
fluid transmission). This pressurized oil, 
acting against vanes, produces rotary mo- 
tion, thereby turning the wheels. By re- 
versing oil flow, braking action (reverse 
action) is accomplished. The system can 
be made quite efficient as evidenced by 
the universal acceptance of today’s fluid 
couplings. There is one big disadvantage, 
however, which has taken many months 
of research to overcome, that of frictional 
heat. A super efficient oil cooler will help 
but heat is still somewhat of a problem 
under certain conditions with this British 
development. 

Electric and air brakes, as such, operate 
the same as our present production setup, 
except that air or an electromagnet sub- 
stitutes for the conventional hydraulic sys- 
tem of shoe actuation. Hence, these types 
contribute nothing to the basic problems 
to be overcome. 

Research and engineering will continue 
and will provide the ideal automobile 
brake with practically no limitations in 
the not-too-distant future. In the mean- 
time, remember your present brakes do 
have limitations. Don’t exceed them . 

—Jotin Booth 
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Q. How much can I safely mill from the 


_ heads of my '52 Cadillac and what will be 


the compression ratio? Will the rods and 
bearings stand the extra pressure? H. A. Ful- 
lerton, Millington, Tenn. 


A. You can safely mill about .040-inch for | 


a compression ratio of about 8 to 1 (if you 
mill more than .040 you are apt to have 
trouble holding gaskets). The connecting 
rods and bearings are husky enough to take 
the higher pressure. 

Q. I would like to see some 2-cycle engines 
in American cars. Is there any particular rea- 
son why we don’t have them? Ralph Morgan, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

A. Two-cycle engines are somewhat more 
sensitive to carburetion changes than 4-cycle 
engines. They must also have crankcase com- 
pression, a blower, or some other type of 
pressure system for getting the explosive 
mixture in and burnt gases out of the cylin- 
der, although it would seem that 2-cycle en- 
gines have enough advantages to permit their 
use in some domestic passenger cars. 

Q. I would like to get better than the present 
13.5 mpg with my 55 Fordomatic. I do most- 
ly city driving. What will help? K. R. Simms, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

A. Be sure your car is in tune for maximum 
performance. Watch your driving habits— 
avoid “jackrabbit” starts and constant pump- 
ing of the accelerator pedal, and remember 


that you can’t expect as much economy with | 


an automatic transmission as with a standard 
gearbox. 

Q. I have been encountering a dead bat- 
tery when I attempt to start my car (‘50 
Olds) in the morning. The battery is fairly 
new and the generator is charging. J. R. Old- 
ham, Tulsa, Okla. 

A. One cause (there are many possible ones ) 
could be that the regulator contact points are 
sticking and discharging the battery when 
the generator is not running. This is especial- 





ly apt to happen at night when there has | 


been a heavy load on the electrical system. | 


Ammeter will show a full discharge with all 
switches off if current regulator is sticking. 


Q. After a recent overhaul mv '53 Plymouth | 


runs worse than ever. Everything is set up 
according to the book, but the engine seems 
to be running lean all the time. O. L. Mor- 
ton, Spencer, lowa. 

A. Check for air leaks around the intake 
manifold and carburetor flange. 

Q. Aside from different torque requirements, 
is there any difference in the installation pro- 
cedure for sparkplugs in aluminum and cast- 
iron cylinder heads? Bob McCoy, Downey, 
Calif. 

A. There is danger of stripping threads in 
the aluminum head, so be careful! Don’t use 
lubricants because they interfere with heat 
transfer. Plugs should be tightened in alumi- 
num heads while the engine is cool. 





The MT staff enjoys answering your 
letters, but recently there has been such 
a deluge of correspondence that we can- 
not personally do so. Knowing you 
would prefer that we not neglect the 
magazine, we have instituted a policy of 
answering letters only in the Technical 
Questions column. 
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wenn ef) er eee—e— , 
ih 











Yi 


52-53 All ee 


Sonvert 


e 
Reploces tt left 


WAYS TO suv 
FORD 


Give lower back 
more efficient pertor 


eas' 
= 


Weeer 
$2. ea Convert 
954 x 


1954 All except 


convert 
1954 Convert 









power 


WHITE SIDEWALLS State yeer, moke, mode! 





Ne. 106— Ne. 286— 
Set of 4 sg’s Set of S s] | ie 
POSTPAID POSTPAID 





New 1955 “KOLORWALLS” 


Ky 4 of Light Blue, Light Green, Yellow) 


or Pink we — to hove these beauties 
State color’ wor 

Me. 287— 

Set of 4 Say | eas" 513 
POSTPAID | POSTPAID 





pressure, more 
manc 


@nd simple instaliotion | 
monifoid with o rear out- 
je new ex-; 


stem on tafe side 
AN sets consists of:—1! 

















mileage. Keeps 
corburetor in 
perfect tune. 


eves you extra 
joni ol 
screens out alt 

wits in better va 


titetine “Element 
porticles in your 











Bilences clicking noises. bricates valv 
rocker orms. Protects against dirt and con-| 
Pensation. Easy to install. State yeor, make} 
Bnd model of cor 
—Fits Buick 36-52° Chev. 6, 30-55; 
52-55; GMC, 
—— tech 





Enobles you to convert stondord exhoust 


ss th 4 ander i. . ‘ 
ine engines to. . dual one egtem fo tor bury 54-55; Lincoln $3%ss Buick 53-55 
consists of Chev 1955. Ford 54-55 49 


economy 
Por seuT 7 MANiPOLD “KOAPTER (easity et- POSTPAID, Per Peir 


surized cons 
tuner 
covering. 





» 
1 CONVOLUTED EXMAUST PIPE’ Ford-Mere Montclair DRESS UP 


low, moroon 


@ new looking cor interior 
Brightens ana hens foded 
‘ond soiled fabrics 


a 


rose 


Ne. 54—POSTPAID 


tres! 













12 Oz. pres. 
on % 


end block 














































5 Conveteres —_ i. PIPE* 
necessory ets, clamos, toil ‘pipe 
tones snd kein TUTONE 
S tube roved wn an trates ond posses 
loll wapection requir TRIM KITS 
Lacioenatees ot = sol, seam For 49-55 Fords ond 
leakproofste ¢/ tubing. C be easily bent to Q ad 
‘ony ed curve without breok 52-35 Mercury 
ing. Will retain desired shope. This tubing [Gives Montclow Look for ol! models Com 
posses ol stotes requirement inspection. |picte kit with easy to follow directions 
nm be easily JMokes perfect ration for contrasting 
ony icolor tone Stomnless stec! for lasting beouty 
sired shape oF Istate year, moke ond model 
Sele Wi! Me. 112—POsTPAID, coch Set $7.50 
town Ti 
im@ posses all ## for following cors: e ong 
stotes requirement [| Piym. 49-55; Chrysier & DeSoto 51-52; Lin- 
ond iapection coin 51-55. State yeor & make AY 95 
oor suIcK Sth. Me. A Mo. 297—POSTPAID . 
37-53 All Strowgnt 8 371 $22. 
a a 
36-52 aa (exe oft. WK 
ithout Pi oe Cie) 371 
50-55 rt (exc ‘Cabriolet 37) 
reared o 
40-34 All (exc. 53-54 Comv.). 372 
DOOGE 
35-55 All 372 
FORD 6 Cyt. 
42-54 All 372 
OLDSMOBILE 
41-30 6 Cy! 372 
39-42 6 Cy! 372 
46-47 8 Cy a” 
PLYMOUTH 
42-55 6 Cy! 372 
PONTIAC 
37-54 All 6 Cyl. (Exc. Models 
20-22-225) 372 
39-84 All 8 Cyi 372 
STUDEBAKER 
39-35 Chompion 373 
42-30 Commander 6 374 
he. Sion n'be odopted to olf cors, trucks, [A ew tope thot protects as it decorates. dust 


heaving @ 2” exhoust pipe 





ond 2” to 

We. 372—Con be adopted to cors & trucks 1 jy came’ eet sues, 2 Rewelt Sevencnes 
ond 1% J tote yes ~~ Me Te $1.98 
Me. 371—Con be adopted to cors & trucks ~ 
using 2” exhoust pipe 

ond 1%" torlpipe ° 





Simply Pi 
cylinder car 


Non-Metallic PISTON SEAL 
New Pi Action for 
Wern Cylinders 
@ Prevents piston slap 
‘ompress: 
* Most erective ve gas and o: 


° Prevent * imetal-t to-metal contact 


ess Tube Contents one 
Hol oles” That's Alt tube 





= Fi og bivg 


Ne. 80— Postpeid Each 






1 ation — $s fouling, Eosy ¢ toll 
fa ieaasgey SK” Ege TO MH, MORE MAES PR Ste lait lacuna 
i POSTPAID Thi 
GALLON WITH GREATLY INCREASED ph AK ys ag = gene Se er ~ 
- the improved ‘ture enters the cylinders 
Non-Slip Contour a | Ty FES 
The MiINisuperChorger eliminat: over-rich 
am © LONGER ENGINE LIFE mixtures & fuel waste er, ¢ r com, 
tien is obtained resulting in reduc 
cate sed A oil dilution, less valve troubles 
Girt, mud ond © FASTER Ameren ond eng ne ie Eliminates “Vapor 
woter lock” Precision built bronze olumi- 
Easy to remove @ BETTER PERFORMANCE Main. Sects mateed. Sutietoction Guarentesd 
f ce. Specify yeor, make, model of cor or truck and 
oy flex- NEW . . . patented automotive moke ond model of carburetor. 
— Type Cerbureters 
life service improvement “Supercharges” motor 
Clear colors ae « t the 7 boosts power Ne. Throot Each 
ay Peeride m bloce "output and gives greatly increased | 311—Single POSTPAID $ 9.95 
rom sliding—a! 
Set wes pee a» S front of accelerator 90s economy oY i 312—Double POSTPAID 119s 
positi 
bee yay eccurately on front floor ores! AIR-FUEL CHARGE EFFICIENCY. 313—Four POsTPAiD 15.95 
matched poir, right ond left side. 


in 
Choice of block, 


Fits front floor areas of all cors 
. 322—POSTPAID. Peir 
REAR WHITE MATS te Motch $1 99 
ebove. Mo. 470—POSTPAID, each . 





MUFFLER BI-PASS KIT 


a Sectary hood ornament Blends per 
t— POSTPAID "each only $1.95 





Beoutiful 3 
fobric 


low instruc 


for all 


Free 


Styling os the 
udes 2 ooncils 32 x SQ tm cover 2 doors 


in center panel in o ¢ 
green or flash red. Stote choice. Easy to - 
uction manual inc! No specio! 
tools or sewing: neede: 
Custom styied P 
cors except 49. 
newest 


3 
POSTPAID Pair 


TED 3-TONE 


NEW INTERIOR TRIM 
QUIL 





heavyweight upholst 


in Boroque White and Ebony Block 


howe of Metallic blue 
id. Instoll im minutes 


5 & S56 cors. 


6.95 





TRIM KITS 








EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


UNIVERSAL— 
its All Cors 


The EDUCATED NUT ron sisnoe 


TEN TIMES MORE ACCURATE WHEEL 
BEARING ADJUSTMENT 







Choice of Genui 
} 100% — Lote: @ Sofer, Straighter Driving. Easily nptemet. 
Beau. @ Reduces sideplay & wheel 
tiful Postel” Colors @ Permanent elimination o 
Can be put - } el steering 
minute by anyone. @ Reduces tre peng’ on 
4 tires up to S000 codtenes y~*. per twe 


The Educoted Nut replaces the castetioted 
'0- 






$2.95 










ealeceugeeCsege. consists of o sevelving im- 

















NEW LOW PRICES... 


















_ ON LESS GAS 


WITH THE 


MINI 
SUPER CHARGER 


































SAFETY-CRASH PAD 





Gives your cor oo eee 8 | = ween 
pipe performance. Compile’ 
controtied ran a6"] 
t uct 
Fits all exhoust pipes 13/4”. 


Me. 129—POSTPAID Kir... ° 





NEW FIBERGLASS 
ure! onds 
CUSTOMIZING OCHTS | Acranes agentes’ i Secand without 


ALSO FULLS IN ES | Con also used as 
2Y4 inches thick 









ND RUSTS Outs inches long, 

a u: . 

H. Fib terial, tough | Blue, Green, Grey 
Sellen and Sonia + y- interes Ne. 410—POSTPAID, Each 
















as 
ws so easy and simple t a 


Blastics and resins 
bec strong as, steel 
HI-SPEED mseraie SIREN 


fee 
= 
oo 


307—Kit & Ne -nover to cover 
POSTPAID 

















wy 
wn monifold a ond thus T) to In 
crease “Gos yy 
& corburetors on cors hove 
please stote Moke of Carburetor 
1@ ond Model 


TWIN AIR 
HORNS pane ne Ned at of Ie, Truck 
$1.50 








green enamel 


"ror, tquweed a 


te eeniing cons 4 ipatoltotion 
i) of 


Horns | Ne. 18S—POsTPAtD, 
jeock 
BLAST. HORN "ADAPTER 


nat commund 
not with cylnder o 
comme ¢ one Booster. Stote 6 


4 intake manifold. 






















MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 


64 





hn 


— et poe «it + Com 
rosters 


pestricted creas may be used to operote 
two different toned a Well con- 
AIR btructed of heavy plote steel. Strengthens 
Custom Kit 1959 F 6 Mo plone a fe de. $6—POSTPAID $ 
stom Kit for ‘or my lor iy ‘A! tree ad 
Fowrlimer Look Ford kit con be used on 1949-| FILTER CAP Lamy 
54 by Cutts to ft. Full wnstructions in- “a 
chided. ‘These kits moke perfect seporotion | SNCREASES “GAS” MILEAGE | New “SILVER FIN” Modern 
. i] New ow-bleed idling jet ‘eploces gresent 
tor ay oe tone. ‘Stemniens Stet] (Os Saunp ediateane scree’ be Radio ANTENNA 
buretor for Oval throat “x 4 
> Se Hr ate 2 ot 4 Or 31473 | cord. Most V8's hove dual throots. The 
obove ry . lectwve i@ to lessen the vacuum in the. idl 
4 Door $17.95 ow DR, 


“oh retracted 





"$17.75 
$7.50 









MIRACULOUS RESULTS FOR ALL ENGINFST Ne 71—POSTPAID 
> 








Cast . . . Triple Chrome 
. r 





Ne. 57—POSTPAID art 












One size fits aff makes of cars 

@ Made of finest heavy gauge 

plastic with” reinforced 
hed seams. 

@ Completely protects 

present covers— 

ge back and 


te creche 
” on Peed a a ity —no elastic or 
@ Completety Souheble 
e, $3— POSTPAID — tach seat $2.95 


le, o\waterproot and 















ITH MOTOR OVERHAUL $ VOLT eo 
aE lee 
Powered Specity Veltege when ordering. 
MOTOR Concentrate | Master Disconnect Switch 
OVERHAUL Enough tor | Reteet row co 
keese. 

Results Uncondition- 
eed oF 
¥ Money 5 
Seve Hundr of 
aoe tatoo manos . 

ANCREASES POWER! on oho gx 2 wed as fs botery cut ott 





SAVES GAS AND OIL or os © fire protection 
_, filling up rocks, pits, holes ond surfoc 
loose ond worn out ports, the power of 


om 
automatically mn- 
ihat’s more, MOTOR ae 
lets you get os much os twice os mony mil 
out © teach quort of of EASY TO USE. Just 
pour MOTOR OVERHAUL into your crank-, 
cose. Thot's oll there 1s to it. No ports te 
remove ond cor nev be out o 


service $2.98 


Me. 365—POSTPAID—Each 








USE HANDY 


Look 
Me. 358—PAIR 
_ 























Extra | Fender Skirts 
DEEP\ 1955 FORDS 


Lerge Full 
Styling 

> 
Mounting. 














thot” Gitinet vba’ Flat. “Flic tokio 
Gives car thot distinctive Continental 
seeseesa PUOY 
Multi-Fire 
4 PRONG 
SPARK PLUGS 
Four ground individual elec- 
trodes give a full 360 degree 
‘ec reo, assuring up to 


4 times spork 
life. Terrific — wn 
& 









gas 
2 eS , ond 
in 
ion, ent cana <r best conduc- 
ot ple 
matched sets of 
model. 


. 98 





ORDER BLANK 


lo}, ice) G he)’ il, lem 7 ve 

















volving im- 
“breather” 








eavy gauge 
reinforced 
ely protects 
t covers— 
back and 
shop men 
ct uphol- 
p elastic or 
re 
of and 








=] Ne. 349—12 Volt 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEE, 


SPEED TUNE 


TIMING & OCTANE SELECTOR 





SAVES Up to 30% GAS 
INCREASES HORSEPOWER 
FASTER ACCELERATION 


fesy te Ne Holes 

Instell te Britt. 

Mounts — 
on the 
















New-Type Oil Fi 





Control for 
Distributor 


@ More Speed @ More Power 2 te oy Econ: 
@ Smoother eg Pertorme: Con he 
engine while 


Fine tune you you drive. Gives! 








300—49-54 Ford. POSTPAID 
301—53-54 Che iTPAID 
302—49-S0 Mere POSTPAID 

POSTPAID 


. 303—195! 
304 POSTPAID ' 


screws. 


Attoches easily on all cors with 2 
Approx. 6” =x 6” emblem ripte Chrome 
ploted—with block pomnted center for contrast 
Ne. 


95 





our distributor, 
formances for all various kinds of driving, 
such as Cit ty driving, 

loads, 


Hilly or pot thy driving, wet, 
slippery pavement 

Easy to eatet, no holes to drill 
tools needed, easy to follow instruc’ 

not interfere with present automatic advanc 


& retord. som ar Cans & TRUCKS $6 95 


No. 364 — Eoch POSTPAID, 





Iter 


NEVER NEEDS CHANGING! 
























© Eliminates Engine Acids 


@ Traps Damaging 
© Filters all the Dirt 


Now—a filter that outlasts any car and 
prov’ the improved lubrication protéc- 
tion demanded te ‘ 
canes li five engine 
ag inst a! ive 
= ence friction, moisture, sludge. 
SAV ves on. CHANGES es 
PLACEMENT COSTS 
at least 10.000 
Elemer A le additives are 
washed by the 
another re- 
iong as you live! Used 
with modern detergents oils, Porous Bronze 
f miles to engine —_ 
help prevent loss of engine power, 
costly oil changes. pack replacements ‘ond 
engine o: 


Stert Cold or Wet Engines QUICK, SURE! 


KAR-START 


Provides 5 times the 
—< the instant stort- 
er or 
cold ines stort im 
med: 











a 
mect to electrical 
tem of ony car. Posi- 
way will not 
‘k plugs or distribu- 


$4.89 
Postpaid, Each $7.50 


fer, 
Ne. 48—6 Volt 
Postpaid, Each 


WITH BUILT-IN ACID 
NEUTRALIZER 


@ Reduces Friction 

@ Saves the Detergents 

Cut daily driving costs. @ buying 
oil atthe ie v™ porous .. Element 


never wears out or needs replacement. 
Lasts for a lifetime of the ¢ lement 


removes all harmful particles yet. retains 
‘our expensive additives. Lets you drive 
10,000 miles wit! changing oil. 


State year, 
D $4.95 
POROUS Snore in rULEMENT FOR 
ULL TEM—Fits V8 Buick, 


~ $2 Se: Py m. 55-56 53. ‘ord, 


b +56 
cin 52-56; Guys exc: 
mode 





1953 pa 
Continental Face Plate & 
oe Steel Tire Ring 




















tire size war 


No. 306—Stoiniess Rings. POSTPAID $12. 


Give your Continental 


wit) EXHAUST 


No. 305—Solid Face Piote. POSTPAID $6. 


. $ 
POSTPAID Each’ bd 

















AUTOMATIC 
TELESCOP! 





Kit New life 

these u- 

ties. Foce plates ore] EXTENSIO' 

wu fone oa oll cors. At last on ex 
: hous that 

ernie Saintes] Suan or band What by ome 


other cor. Springs in and 










95 style 





= ome. fons diameter, 9 snches 





Continental 






Holds permanently 


. $20 493 — 500- 5,000 ft. post, E2$10.75 
eoch = 434 —1000-10.000 1+ W7 
POSTPAID $1.49 —1000-19,900 #t roe ~ fe 1173 


7 "gouge st steel with super smooth’ 
Ya inch 





No 529 —POSTPAID, Each... .. A 





AUTO ALTIMETER 
bitte 


Use on . s, 
skirts. trunks, etc. Triple Shows altitude at which 
Chrome picted emblem — cars traveling instant- 
block ‘pont tilled. 34%” x ly. Also acts as weather 
414” wide. Self adhering— cai 
remove poper pocking—just stick on cor. is standing stilt, 

















Color Choice 

Hot _ Primer 
hrome Alumioum 

tele sien La 


Cotor Choice 

Sty Blue 

Orange 

Fiat Blact 
Gr 

~ aie | Baie Grey 

Ridge Green Garden Green 

Canary Yellow 


State color desired. 
POSTPAID 





Ne. 550 
Each 






$1 95 


FIBREGLASS MATERIAL 
aa 





100 uses for, jenteiens yy ~y ba 
home 





ig knite 
hoice of Ya 


Sane east) 
@ included. 


st inet $10.95 
i on _ $6.95 


$2 50 Sq. Feet, 
met Each pogrPaio 
0 Sq. Feet, 


526 Ya inch 
tick Each postrai 















M4 . 56. State car, year and 
17—POSTAID only. 


MALLORY 
Complete Ignition 
Distributor 
Tune-up Kit 


Finest on the morket 
This kit consists : 





Will operate on ooh a § 
ges engine 
four » & ly. 


Engine Driven TIRE PUMP and 
COMPRESSOR 





Portable Tail or 
Clearance 2 al 





the trasler of 
ment 


ft. cable, plug ottoched 
‘connection to electrical 


needed. Si 
Pays for itself many times 




























s 
Windshield in 5 Minutes 
The “DYNO-METER” functions on a basic 

completely self-con- o9° 
uum gauge). 
craft- “type unit fits all cars and can be 
mounted the dash 


Flared OVAL Chromed 
EXHAUST EXTENSIONS 


Ma 


Stews: 4 for 1950-54 Chevrolet 244” 


ho 34 “a LA. 
Stote size tau pipes.” 









or your MONEY BACK 
Met a riormance 





Indicator and Driving Guide 


mozing new “DYNO-METER” Cor Test in- 







gives continuous read: 
Scceteration, hill climbing ability, road grades; 
condition of brakes, wheel al 
















nines 

‘or. Checks éngine effi- 

pees ond after service 

es performance at 

Also valuable tor Seg EH 
buying used 


formonce when Cor. 


Drive By Instrument Like “Economy Ryn” Winners 








GE WRT fas ore It's Pie OR 
In. Fecrnigue ¥ T MAKES THE BiG © DIF 
Now can eosily 
you 





The air- bh + 
STRUCTIONS | INCLUDED. 
FOR ALL CARS & TRUCKS 


POSTPAID Each, $3.95 


Ne, 499. — 


VAPO-JET 


WATER VAPOR 
INJECTOR for 
Economy and 
Full Power! 














Injects Water. Vapor which is ex- 
plodad along with fust in cylinder 
resulting in even 


combustion 
a POWER and TLIMINATES 


STYLE. 


Cust jubing, triple chrome © Gives efficiency of performance which means 
pleted otionit ocnut on extensions in the mil fuel. 
new Flared Oval Style. Available for all toil @ Cleans carbon in engine and prevents further 
pipes. Length choice from 7” to 14” carbon on, 
alts age Sere Sion CARERS 
wi or t 
om _ acceleration) a mixture of Water and Alcohol 











51-52 A 
Specify cor 
tness: tae yeor 
Custom: 

















"TRI-COLOR FLASHLIGHT 
CHANGES COLOR IN A FLASH! 
One bulb for White, Red of 
Green. Fingertip push button for 
eoch color. Permanent and sig- 
nailing switch. Spot and fieod- 
ght. 500 foot beam. Uses 
standard flashlight botteries. 
Flashlight with Chrome Body 


Srcuit Bree —— silver plated for 
best mn. Fosy to install with full in 





with black enamel trim 


Me. 153—POSTPAID. $1 00 
. 


was $1.49 NOW 








FENDER 
Oh Set consists of el emping hem. 
heel ' 
jonas es wa 


vostrain. $2.19 





“Solatone” Anti-Carbon 
UNIT 





tone your tank. Losts ae da ite of the 
ma POSTPAID $4.95 

PGAUGE. | S22 
For quick and accurate test and for determining 





the variation in ‘comprestien between cylinders 










for aff cars. ‘or Boat, ony 
@ Easily Installed a, -— Trailers 
$ Made te 00 the 
to 

i $10.95 
. Fosters te it 
trae s 3 
puis ne = —— 


stock number. Bali is 


wudten. 
Ne. 539 —For the following cors:; Bwick 
Super, Rdmstr. 50-52; Swick So- ok 
Cedilies V8 1950 up. Olde V8 1950 up Paci 
8 cyl., Delco 1951 ond yl 380 
3 v8 19: 
340 rm For Reick, V8 1953-55 ond Chev- 
retet v8 1955 
Eoch Kit POSTPAID $7.60 
AUTOMATIC 
BRAKE FLUID 
SPENSER 


Protects from brake fatiure due 
to ene on — Tells 

glance how brake 
fluid you have. Entity an. 
under My J more 
danger of lost hing power 
from lack of thd Reserve 


don. “tnesaen ai trom the eutude into tire, | omater, RED 
$ eas Aévegee Cease Cemblate ith’ sdagter tor ah cars ond | sae AMBER on other. 
$ Hi Condenser 12 feet of 0 Side refiec 
414 $45 right angie wisibilit 
a Meltory, 9 Kit Climinetes Weer ond gives Pestpeld for erees ceed 7 
Ne. 337 
bre te the finest, Balideoring Crcut | Eldorado Fender Fins | comicte...rostraio $10.95 
which will never replacing 
wanes Mallory “Stabilized” Circuit Break 
Made fro tt terial available 


a 


Reguior or With An- 
Beautiful ony ie 





Plated Fine fit oll cars 
on front or 1 
trunks, reed, top. Sturdy Gre 
cost. 514” high, 1” thick 
$3," wide. Easily instolled 


Ne. 496 — Reguior $6.50 


Postpaid Pair 
ve with 3 sect antenne, ex 
from 12 to 29 inches. includes 12 f 
low loss lead in wire & all necessory fittings 
No. 497 
Postpeid Each $6.95 


Eldorado Fin with 3 section dummy ontenno 
(does onnect to radio) extends 12 to 19 
Pestpeia Each $5.25 


wc! 
Ne. 498 





ELECTRICAL RECEPTACLE 
CONNECTOR 

far” tralian, form, onus 
“S ment, beets, ete. 


ecks | trailer light plug in place but outomatic- 
ally 20 pound pull in cose of trail- 


amp. capacity. Wires to cor 
aa tractor ele electrical system. 
» $38 —Eoch ... POSTPAID 





DUAL REAR AERIAL KITS 


1955—Fits All a 
sectn 


New 


© Smart tapered design 
triple Chrome Plated 





vial Ao Fi a car 


mine your with 
Saget grilles. Reoloces oh crane on ond os 
hat 
fevth full instructions. 
oe Ford 


2 46. 8 Mer a! 
299—51-52 Chev. POSTPAIO. 















POSTPAID. .. $15.7 





. 42 
. ws 

















ts always on hand 
FOR ALL CARS. Stete Cor 


Pecos —__ $3.95 


FLEXIBLE 


AUTO BURGLAR 
ALARM 





sh fo: rostPaiD $2. 95 


2 Duo! HIDEAWAY cerials, 61/2” high when 
ollapsed. Complete with a “dud 22 ft. lead. 


Ne. 231— 

jposTPat $12.50 

TWIN AERIAL FALSIES—6} > “high: Chrome} Flored 

plated. —- wnstolied. connect} blends with 
with 2 19 tor all cars 
Ne. 264—POsTPAID e Neo. 325— 








Deluxe CHROME TRIM 
‘CADDY’ STYLE Fender Skirts 





eee) tre 

Heovy gouge—Fully Contoured—Pertect 

design with —— chrome trim ft 
anc 


richness 
Saiatas yeor 


moke ond model 


rer $12.50 












Fit 


your cor 








Idea! for exhaust sys- 
tem, air blowers, dust 
Made 





ELECTRIC WINDSHIELD 
CLE LINER 


Pulls only 114 
gmes Adjustable 

Me. 412 
_ side ee 
For Inside Mounting and Swingout 
tds. Complete with Blade. Wiring 


ice ee ne eT 9S 


























When ordering 2 4 car, ao aN model and 
not inc! 











, 
FLASHER 

Make Your Stop Light Flash! 

instant acting, helps prevent 


costly ocewents. Approved, 
We ond sate. No dark 
" tere r storts. 


usting, ov 


$2.49 





ond 
Stete 6 or 12 volt 
Ne. 433—Postpeid 














Packed 


NCreases ges mileage 





Steck Me. 37 POST 








$4.95 








JcWHITNEYéco. 


hve 023 8a th 


e. Chicago 16, Ill 



























on items not marked POSTPAID, 


lose $. —___. to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(Nore. WE PAY POSTAGE on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You poy shipping charges 
If C.0.D. order, enclose ot least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 











upon delivery.) 
Name 
STATE. My car isa Year, Model, No. of Cy, 
Address 





CG Cotton, co sent Free with 
heck here if vou 
Catalog onty — Send 2! 





Zone. State 
COC OR ORD R DOS UR CEOS SDD D EDU O UD EEDCCEES 


Se 
se 


MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1956 65 











scWHITNE 


“Econ-o-Miser” 





Fuel Pressure Regulator 


The precision-built Econ-O-Miser 
rotes o roe SeNsitive oy 
uses On absolutely even fuel flow under oll 

ideo! fuel-cir mixture 


, Grevents stotling, vopor 
On easily Mstoll the + ™. . O- 
the Econ-O-Miser et Our Risk! 
does: pry for itself im gasoline sov: 

it 5,009 miles of driving, conan wt 
for a full retund of your purchase pric 

mileoge gains of 

Think of the money soved- 
or $50 every few months! Wh) keep 
this money in your own = pocket by instotling 


lan Ecod-O-Miser right away? 


Universal Joint Repair Kit 
for 3% Detroit Joint 

Consists of 

@ 2 Need 

Bearing type 

Bolts 





elem 
@ | Boot 
@ | Metal Cover 


& Soe f=: 


2 wi 
2 Centering 





Buttons 
$ | Gosket 

Fits Ply_ 33-55. ont 6 37.39; DeSoto 37-40) 
Dodge 33-55. Also Kaiser-Frozer 47-5! 


see ch POSTPAID $2.39 


agave, Kit oF Comptane itn Housing. $46.50 








Y¢co 


NEW ITEMS! 


1956 Advanced Styling 
“TONE” Exhoust EXTENSION 


Fi 





al 
POSTPAID Foch one $1.98 





Carburetor works at maximum 
efficiency ot 2 Ibs. pressure. 
Without pressure regulator, 
fuet t hig! is con 
develop pressures up to 40 
ibs., forcing gasoline through 
pa tye ond causing fuel 

jooding 


stalling. 
WHAT ECON-O-MISER DOES FOR YOU: 


33 Piece CHROME ALLOY 
SOCKET & WRENCH SET 
Guerenteed! Pleated ond Polished 


am BALL-BEARING 
Idler Arm Kit 


A mynt tor oll cors over ! 
old. Installs with original Frome 
Brocket ond idler Arm. Performs 
betr bend 


Detter wheel align- 
lends 2 ¢. teen, te 
nds. other fro parts, 


z Cor 
quieter with idler isier Arm f fo toot: 
between bo! 
Gositive toe-in odjustment. in- 
Stallotion instructions included. 





made—e0 designed 
° * ELIMINATE fy i 
ry 





* Precision Sunt for Eaoy 


tox 








1. Smooths out fuel pump 
notes surge. 
2. Eliminates excessive pre.sure and loading) 
of © etor 
3. Prevents annoying vopor lock 
4. Gives you smoother idling and foster 
storts. 
and 5. Prevents Guoding ond stalling dug ta 
excessive press 
6 ine. to 25% 
7. Reduces corbon RE 1 rm keeg 
engine cleon 
8 Soves frequent corburetor adjustment 
9. Reduces fire hozord 
0. Automaticolly odjusts for any altitude 


For All Mekes ond Modets 
& Trucks. 


$6.95 


Ne. $24—POSTPAID 





COIL SPRING WEDGES | 


Compensate for this 


natural sag of front 
coil springs. Restores 
original front end po- 
sitron 


Easy installation between 
coils with hammer as illu 
trated 





i 


Me. 65— POSTPAID —Set of 4 $1.49 





t 
Roof Teo! Box 





POSTPAID $26.58 


Ne. 461— 
Compiete Set 





chrome plated with elternate bieck & chrome 


“Ne. 440 Pestoold $1.49 


wees can pane fm ot oy 
it ss made 

easy adjustment 

alt on 

Type 

*® Duet Side Tail Pipe . 
°C Set 

© Easy-to-foliow ee 
chevrolet 6 








3 tos PosTPaio 


$3.29 $27.50 | 
FORD = MERCURY 


EXTRA. HEAVY DUTY 
UNIVERSAL JOINT 





L JOINT KIT 
tan TUMIVERBAL 30 a. Lad 


RONT FLANGE ASSE: 
i - REAR FLANGE ASsemeeY 








1956 DRESS UP TRIM & TU-TONE-KITS 
FOR FORD — MERCURY — 


PLYMOUTH 1955-56 





arrer 
(1) FORD 1955-56 FAIRLINER 








arten 


(2) FORD TWINLINER 


aa anette 





Complete with Dust Shileicts For 
49-34 Ford & Mercury. 
Me. 487—POSTPAID $1 3.95 





Thor Electric impact 
WRENCH 


with 
yg 












tw a 
Reverve 


“Finger Th 
t tost " ench 
thot does the job of o 
reosonol ce 

operation. Switch in hond! 


movi ser Grills im steel 

st tops, drives ond 

extrocts studs. No limit to 
apphcctions. | h Ori % inch 
capocity o% inch overall length. ‘S%o 
only 7 pounds / th offset. 1900 
RPM speed (Forward & Reverse). 1900 biows 
munute. 15 fe tor cable with 
3 prong plug and adaptor with grounding wire. 
Universal motor. 115 volts standard. Includes 
six Va, 8/16, Me, 11/16. 


i os 76 $94.50 








BrFORE 
(3) PLYMOUTH 1955-56 








arven 
(4) FORD MONTCLAIR 








(5) MERCURY MONTCLAIR 





Kits are custom fit for cars shown, inctude 
rugh lustre 


Kin, Camm tp tr 1988 


2 Door, Bright Stoiniess, Kit 
4 Door, pool anaes Ke 


$34.30 


Povmoury + Lng —Custom fit for 1955-56— 
Sevoy Choe of Bright Stoiniess 
Steet Gu” or 
lero — rome 
Ke 9.95 


Fender one door mouid- 
$21.99 

iets, Piezo Tudor 
wer 





For 
28.95 

1955. oe  — Forder '$ 
mould 
130 


Me. 362 —Gold 
(Inchades Front Fender 
oo Got) 
‘a os. For 
Tinchades Fromt Fender ond 
gs in Gold) Kit 
Me — Br 
Tudor, ond fits 
mouidengs 





Steoiniéss. For 1956 Savoy 
— with Front Fender ond 
$10.80 
es omy Steiniess. For 1956 Sovoy 
Forder ord fits Presa with fron 
Mouldings 
Stomntess For 
Front Fender 


1955-56 
& Front 


Bright Fos 


se? Stomiens 
Presa Forder Inctudes Fr 


‘ont Fender 





56 


36 
Meinliner, alt models Choice Bright Stomniess Me. 599 
or Gold. Convert 





1} —Gold. For 1956 Savoy wlgee ond te. 
Fron 


os Ne 578 





mode! 
ets by cutting te fit. Now you can hove those 
tong groceful lines. Kits moke wonderful color 
separators for tu-toning 
Custom pA o 1955-56 
up Enables 
too. Bright Stoinless 


for Foitlone Tudor Hord Tee 


Mentetaly type Kit. Cu t. Beout 
Montclair mold 
Showe of Br« 
id tor 
Customiine, Momiine 
7) 


56 Tudor Folrione, 
$10.50 
Me. “i933 56 Forder. Fow- 
lone, Custominne, M $1.50 
Me. $70 —Goid. For 1955 56 Fowtone Tudor 
Hord Too ond Convertible. Kit $10.75 
» S71 —Bright Stomiess. For 1955-56 Tu 
dor Forrtone, Customine, & Mainline 
Me 2 
dor 
Ne. 378, 
Fawlone 
ker 


Adontetew 
19$5-$6 Mercurys 
a color 


Type Kit Custom, iit for 
Choe of Bright Stointess 


Gold. For 1955-56 Forder Custom 
$1).s0 


574 
he Monterey Kit 
Ne . 


Gold. For 1955-56 Tudor 





7: 
—Bright Stamiess. For 1955-56 Tu- 
dor Custom and Medalist. Kit 
Br.ghr ag For 1955-56 For 
Bor Custom at $9.50 
Ne 579 Sraght Srowien For 1955-56 Hord 
Top Custom ond Monterey. Kit 38.23 
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‘500’ Speedway Embiem 





sw Self Adhering. Choice 
Triple ed 
or GOLD Plsted. 3 
indy: s, 
cach 1%" wide, 
1%” 
No holes to drill. Just remove bocking ond 
apply. Sticks om we on cor hood, fenders, 
door, trunk, etc 


Chrome Plated. Gold Plated. 
Peinthd $1.95 var Pesintle $2.69.-. 


Head Rest 


suppor! 
thet riding strom 
tor ws 
wonting to 
rest 


ative, a rod x4” 
en ‘cover 2:95 





With—arTéR 


@ WIPES AROUND THE WRAP-AI 
Gives cleor, sofe view of cross traffic & rood 


2 MBLbs BLADE SNUG TO WINDSHIELD— 
orm pressure reduces windiift of 





biede at high cor spe: 

eAnCO CI — Stays live 
fonger, wipes ¢ triction on g 
' gongs wn 

© STREAMLINED, FUN DESIGN — 

uty to windsnietd 
rote 

@CASILY INSTALLED IN MIN! mg 
neered for quick ly instoilation, trouble 
free pertor it—which ot- 
tech to t—right and 





vecuum 
left hond consists of — 
eerie | in 

polished stainless stee! for 


wes covaeel hes ea 
torther oe on arm so bicde reaches on 
the wr 
2 Turtlebock wi Blodes with puth-button 
rotii—designed to wipe effectively with 
highest grade natural cushwonvte rubber 
. @0sy instoliction ond spe- 
cic! watollation feo! included 
ss towing, cars except, herd- 


tops 
tury sa s Chevrolet 55, Oldsmobile S038; 


Sz —Fits following hardtop 
18 Sentary 8 54: 4°35; 


Chevrolet 55; For oun Victor 

tops ond all canard Mercury 35. Mont- 
ciow Mord or 1 Convertibies; Oldsmo- 
bile 54-55; “bontiac $ 

Me. 363 =-Fus $e following cors: Buick 54-55 


Super & master; Cadillac $4-55; tard 
dene ‘er 55, Ford 55 except 

ond Convertible; Mercury 55 except 
Montclon Herdtop and 
er SS ng BE 20, = te Station Wogen 


Feel ‘Some, $12.85 


pquolize tubes 

Choice of Headers without 
Hotyased Si Stee! Packed, wie 
with 2 gloss pocked muff 


UPHOLSTERY 


cutting. 54 inch Width Stote 





Zebra Pattern 
Me. 454 2 yds 
Ne.455 4 yds 


@ REDUCES POWER 
Heat resisting Paint 


ZEBRA and LEOPARD PATTERN 
MATERIAL 








Me.456 5 of more yords. per yd. 








THROS 
finish 


These sets are the most efficient and finest 
and conatnarted $0 
" ot Least ioe” 
SSURE 
‘op Speed © Better idling 
- ~ eat Smeeoth Pertormence 
Instettetion 
2 Eason in every way because they are :— 
trusted my Heavy Gouge Steel. My 
“ smoother curves ter eesy 


noms 
. ee Maven 7 lw ter cotew olignment 


- $- tongeted hetes Yor for 


low 


Murr 


mb DUAL MUFFLER SETS HAVE pineete 
‘WOOD LERS 
Pein Heoders® 
e Poe Extensions ® 


needs on! heoder & ext 
includes burit- - ‘aes riser with twin 


Mutfiers, with 2 
» 1} reguior, of 








rubber 
fast, ravel proof and easy 


Leopard or 

$10.13 
10.47 
450 










NEW LOW PRICES... 


EXHAUST HEADER SYSTEMS 













© INCREASE HORSEPOWER 
2 Back Pressure 





e SPEED 
@ BETTER PERFORMANCE 
AND GAS MILEAGE 








CAR & YEAR 















Here it 1s for the 
sport car enthusiast. 
Not @ vibrator or 
other substitute but 
@ genuine motor 
driven horn. 


$12.60 








Ne. 60— POSTPAID 
Stete—é@ VOLTS, 12 VOLTS 





WINDSHIELD 
Streck & UO 
ELIMINATOR 


Enabies wiper blade to 








cord tables, etc. 
Ne. 531— POSTPAID 


SHAKEPROOF ASH TRAY 


each 








314° ciometer tray. Use of home too, on trays, 


* teave windshield erys- 
otut thie imports up 
& down shearing mo- 








tt iT re 
turo stroke, wiper 
streaks smeors ore 
over 3 ond elimi- 
nated. giving o ¢! 
view of the rood in- Sotere | ater 
pana ~ Automotically 
distorted vision due to Shifts Dlede to new 
streaks smeors or- 
dinerily lett by wiper 
@ Eosily instotied by 
enyone @ few min- a 
|Me. 467 
fit Suick. Codiioc, For cors with offset 
Fora’ In. | wiper post Chew. 





nation steel w 


Complete Home Workshop 


Ee 1. 


Everything needed for those jobs around 
cor or home. includes V4 inch 9 . onn 
geored chuck with key. 24! No lood 
speed. 1500 RPM. Full lood Mcoc motor, 
9 inches includes drill stond., portable 
sow attachment h ting st power 
toble, 444 inch rotery sow, 7 ossorted 
drill bits, grinding i, wire brush, cloth 
buff, 10 sanding discs, 42 inch lomb’s wool 
fi 4 rul king plate, 
point stirer, instructions wal, all in combi- 






De Soto, ahd Plymouth, 
Dy insteliing New wer orms. 




































LACQUERED 
IGNITION WIRE 


‘of hign grade materials.’ 
100 ft. spools 











VOLTAGE REDUCER 


6 Vow Acceneries 
Can Be Operated 
2 Vet Sy- 


trem 
tome 
Unit can be wired 
ares 
or sailed - 
ing on amoere 
Meunting Nut. Unit has 16° 
ohms resistence for 4 ampre loads 


Me.457 = posTPAID — 








Precision TORQUE WRENCH 


Tokes the guess work out of the 
job. Lets you Lage 7 Lage 
head bolts, firti 

exoct specificotions 







AUTOMATIC BACK-UP 
WARNING BUZZER 


Warns When You Beck-Up! 





The tant the cor is 


put 

Storts outometically ond 
ac 

for 20 foot rodus. Fook, 

Proot 


Eos 
cors. If cor does not Soop esanad” Pg 4 
$1.95 


ray shown 
Me. 447—Switch POSTPAID, gech — $1.00 





below 
Ne. 446—POSTPAID. Bech 





Ne. 471 
Plastic 
Plastec Solder 

Kit. POSTPAID 











Easy to 
reod diol 
‘Choice of two 
drives & weights. 
Me. 383—S0 Ib. tension 
Seve. Eoch $1 95 
Me. 364—100 tension Yo" Drive..$11.95 








Heavy die cost— 
tong, 











terial 
e Solder. 2 Sheets Sand Poper 
Kit ‘PAW 





os) 44 Ply 
patching material. 4 oz. Solvent. 6-02 
2 Sheets Sond Paper 


n 





STEWART WARNER 
; 12 Volt 
FUEL PUMPS 
Je Takes care of the Surge Demand, also the wide 
0 
le ELIAINATES VAPOR LOm< —Pushes fuel to 
buretor, thereby clearing fuel line of vapor. 
jo Aasunes qs STARTING Primes end 
livers fi to « instantly, 
ie Courter (AUTOMATIC—Requves no adjust- 
> Cow chin cBanent CONSUMPTION — Requires an 
rage of two amperes for six volt 
tow ye eRVICE, “cost — ‘Operates only when 


sv" __ $22.45 






ost PA LY 





FLARED FENDER SKIRTS 






All _metol. Choe 
‘ome 














52-34 FORD & MERCURY—prime 
Me. 83—Pew 


1955 CHEV., prime. Ne. 118, peir 


S119 
1955 MERCURY, prime. No. 119, per $6.50 
53-54 PLYM., prime. Ne. 120, por. $8.57 


55-56 PLYM., prime. Me. 121, poir. $8.95 
—- CHROME PLATED FLARED SKIRTS 








ter cers ebeve,E xcept Merc. Me.) 

















f} f 4 ike £ | yo ; ; 2 
































































































































































































































senas aeetat ian Le STYLE LEADER CONTINENTAL KITS 
¥ Tene 
New Dual Exhaust Systems | < sre scusssettiy| oon ‘ 
horn, just out. Has rat ie - 
ing tone. Roars like @ lion. =a IT’S NEW... 
wer Bel! the @ bull, A s-o-f-1 4 4 * " 
re @ BETTER PERFORMANCE tone for pedestrians, Note con- : ; F IT’S BETTER... 
= - gi : e 
ot PORT 9 AND GAS MILEAGE he, Ske Tool §19.95) oa ¥ IT’S TERRIFIC... 
= p © Heat resisting Paint finish ie Wr IT’S REALLY PRICED 
Ne. 459 12 volt $14.95 se 
P PosTPAID ——— . tee KITS SUPPLIED ‘WiTH 
_ —— = 
for Ford 1952, 54 & 55. Triple Chrome ite), YOU wi pure 
b EN. FACE PLATES. 
el ted aa ’ wc noms YOUR MUBCAP. 
U ‘of Custom Look. 
M: 2 Sat — 9 
fe © INCREASE HORSEPOWER ORCS gy, poe TPAID Coch —__ = / 
ok @ Relieves Back Pressure Vp = 
@ INCREASES SPEED Qh. 3 nected = —__——_} te install Complete—Beautifully styled—Carries spare toe-touch locking device, locks 
‘ . Operates from the @ Restores lost ettisioncy ” ing springs. wheel—Not a dummy kit At this ter- open and closed positions for easy tire re- 
Duo! exhoust systems guorontee more horse dash. Protects ali ® increoses cor load copacity is., ond o MM rific price . Only by buying in tre- moval rave 
= 01 exnoves, “Your ges, wets your, engin DUAL EXHAUST SETS Underhood Parts] @ Spring tension’ con Be an adjust quantities—could we bring you  shields—20 gauge tire ring and full fac 
breathe properly Elmimates costly | backy Ne. 265)No ie [3S 8 [3c teen Teak © Ato acts os shock ebeerhere for cater this exceptional Value. This Continental plate! ; Each individual Continental 
—a essure wes your cor feol-up-to- Less Ne ass e it to instoll—no é Kit has many features never before fi io 2 uni- 
4 SD Choe of requior, Hollywood Steel] CAR & YEAR Muttier | Muffler Mufflers Fits Ford, Chevn-]  xc@pt to jock up reor Se, Sateen in others. Tice sets at right height to versal but a full lor each car. 
Gloss icked or Deep Tone Fibér Gloss Mufflers ck 53- $s $15.75 $27.95 $31.45 $25.65 ' end] Scivst with fingers. Complete with U bolts toh f Tir tilted at ¢ Entire unit _pre-as led— 100% rattle 
pane el costom fit. Easy to install with complete] bes 30. - jet, Plymouth huts, straps, elc., end simple mmetructions: [a match rear of car. Tire is tilted at correct Froct Full easy step by step instructions. 
on.8s re cue. Be See 0 S008 yOOr, ONAN eee corer 22.85 | 24.95 Al Cers Withi Fer All Poss. Cert with Reer Sorings. Be He te conform with bedy lever. Twe AN parts pri asy paint- 
as model, body style of your cor. Also ‘state sl cher” 1955 17.89 | 21.85| 21.25 Striker Bolt. sure te give make, yeer end adi of cer. tilts back and locks open for easy use Of ing Be the first to get this terrific value. 
47.38 you hove po brakes, power steering chevs $1.53 omar Me. 444 rear compartment. Has rugged construc- . 
46.65 YNondord or automatic transmission. x. “conver 42.50 | 34.45 p Easy Step by Steo installation bow $11.95 Bi tion tor durability. Trouble free operation 
* These sets are the most efficient and fest Desoto 52-5 e ae its Hood from Being Opened When and fasting quality. Has self-adjusting 
$140 so designed and constructed t ent, convert 39.65 | 29.25 ar ts Leched With Pr w 
33 al 1333] 12 43| 1243 Me. se—rosrraso, ton $3.95] Compression Tester Tire Ring. |. eel Tre Ring 
17.5 as $ Buick 1954-56" Ste No. Pex Stk 
No 
ae 24.95 | 25.95 For 52-56 FORD All Models} this tester mokes it eosy to lo Spec.. Cent., Super, Rdmwtr.....386 $69. $79.38 
17.35] 19.85 | 20.3 cote leoky valves, rings, or cy! 
a Mercury 54-55 22:15| 23.95 | 225: 6 Pe. TAIL LIGHT KIT po a ! wa 
aa'40 Olas. 54-5 20.33 | 2333 [22738 _Givge, That 3988 Otte | Mes. pressure, with universal ¢ 7338 
50.40 = "6 : To 52-56 Fords ber cone to fit oll spark plug 3; 
. How of exhous' Poot. VB. 55 20.95 | 24.35 | 22.2 hold ond release 503 
* Ground Flenges tor pertect alignment Plym. VB. 55 | 19.75 | 22.45 | 22.2 mir corsa of em pressure valve at bottom of cone 33 % % 
62.35 leak proot installation. Stude. V8, 51-52 | 22.28 | 26.95 | 26.1 2 cheome riers, vale’ to easily obteim the maximum 337 1. 25 
bedy Boy can install this set in less twme because] Stude V8. 53-54 21.151 25.95! 25.1 aan. Say oe reoding of cylinder 
rohes, t 1% made with special longated holes for y oust Side Need Pipe 1—Duel Side Teil P on yt —_S- a Ne. 488— $4 59 os = 4 
rems- seer adjustment. Check our low prices — 4 pny tesco Set of taste “a png ‘olso be welded POSTPAID e 39.25 
wder No leoded to the 
ithout further olter 
thon 1 in olf FENDER 
ORN mereese Load Copocity 750 to 1500 Lbs. With] Steiniess Stee! or Gold Color Plated states. Adds length | se PROTECTOR LECTRIC TIRE REGR ¢ 
. = 75 Watt 
ick Change HELPER SPRINGS F7 oe real de- 
or the 750 to 1500 to. tate 1956 DRESS-UP TRIM & Gene. 451 52.531 $9.95 COVER - A ron Go sy irith, the Ot Fas 
vusiast yi Ce ss 6 Heavy duty 10 oz. Tompa grooving tool—] Gives big car luxury. Push the 
; TUTONE KITS FOR 49-56 a Flonnel cover. Protects fend- visible blade ad-| switch and windows 90 up or 
ats ronDs| Hooded Fend “— hatte Sod Sarde ce a 
é hes. po uses ep lesire - easy to ow 
sehes For p Ream = -Up Kit Marrowed ond & protects wom from 1/32 te oe Kits come com- 
’ Mercy inch deep. -| plete windows 
y. Spring ection ry. ter ground to razor edge keenness. With 6-f.) Trico Hits, switches 
increases with loed. Extro Underwriters appr baa gy — Ay A 
Strength for Heev . 463 POSsTPaID $2.9 Sep ford 35-40; Mercury 39. 
?. wse. Once on they con Me. 404 extra Bleées 69 40; Mercury 49-51 $10.95 
60 be installed or removed per_dezen -PostPato 99 ¢]_ sev Fora 4-51! Mercury 41: 2k 
ante " ors, a ’ 
te idee intha on Now Your Ford Con Look Like A 1956, i DYNA yaa Polished Al Set For 2 Windows 
—____— 
cast base, complete with Fit for Al Medel Fords : 56. CARBURETOR 1 Y 1955 
all “U" bolts, special] Fits your Ford whether it hos moulding now Original SUPER mprove Your 
. brackets, necessory ports | or not includes all necessary mould- CHARGER C let Brak 
end installation instruc- | ings, clips. well ‘instructions. "Notts ing to cut Easily Installed. Com- evrole rakes 
tions. 100% Universal. | Choice of Stainless Stee! or Luxurious Gold plete with gesket cop, WITH ADJUSTABLE ECCENTRIC 
Specify Meke, Year andj color piloted. BEFORE AFTE ee ent ehent screws & instructions. orgie! BRAKE PINS. M red 
Model when ordering. 14 imum, A highly efficient non-odjustable 
alls galt Gene oe No. - Stainless Stee! for Tudors. $37.95 | custom Designed Ext sing oa a mxing Chm efficient = convene i 
AB No. 595—Steiniess Steel for Fordors. 39.95 | 1956 style hooded fenders. AL seg —. we proof. Approximately 9 ‘weches actually mixes gas ond if 
598-750 Ib. Extre Copacity. Postpaid $ 9.95] Ne. 596—Gold for All Tudors 44.95 | longer ond lower. Gives @ straight line 5 inches wide, ful 3/16 inch thick. Can cvulltcstemut then ° LONGER BRAKE LIFE 
599-1000 Ib. Extra Capacity. Postpaid 14.95 | Ne. 597—Gold for All Fordors 47.50 | Caner front tender tee) Chevrolets 49-544 be placed onywhere on cor—Swing ‘Em, Mount | \ Low fuel-ow 100% BRAKE DRUM 
- a rolets 49- 
600-1500 tb. Extro Cepacity. Postpeid 19.95 ond Mercury 49-51 to this new style. Units] ‘Em, Point ‘Em. Choose your favorite here pn nage Ba BP, o FatmInATEs.souea 
5 gre custom-designed | for individual SSD —— mixture to enter car- SQUE tnd BRAKE’ PULL 
wera ly and fender lines we been o 4 bi ar fe = 
nity ¢ taken into acount with the result that oANNERS “4 Gena A face. tor. ‘ous guousron onl 
he “hooded” treatment appears to be part a AS BENDERS | 
nat DON’T GUESS ners of the carn se y o ! $4 
original design rather than on °F - 
mo Heve ¢ FORD & CHEV., Ow @ddition. Extensions ore heavy gouge stee! St Na} [Lives anceces \ rosteaio $4.95 
oke DIAL AMMETER | °2"'t Suess About Your mpings ed to fit’ fender con- @ GREATER HORSE- 7 — 
ous 2 Oil Pressure. Have A tours ly routine welding or ing is Z' POWER ahunderbird Emblem 
With Your requir Extensions are full length i imu ad 
DIAL OIL PRESSURE ng! @ Eliminates “PING' 
RED AMMETER LIGHT ‘ their protrusion over the headiomps u 5 im. long, 13% in. high t «| 
precision gouge] GAUGE with your ‘Red’ sides return d headlight rims. Ther po ne AB agp Be yer to 4 inch. Chrome 
thet tells how much] Oil Pressure Light. are no seoms. Nothing to cut or olter P plete absence of with red pointed ae 
c . ry due to uniform fuel dispersion, even 
your battery is charg-] Fits ell 1955-56 Fords ee ee with low test fuel. For Al a 
ing of discharging ee. Vou 68 do © roms psateanenas Cues Give Exect Yeor, Model ond Moke of Cor 
fer cors thet just and Chevrolets. izing job at 1/3 of the es st. State id 7 
hove @ 7d light on} You Orive. year, make and mode! of $24 gesion with 
the dash themfioshes when you reach o high * No. 601—POSTPAID. Pee . i 
dscharge rote. This kit shows exactly the his precision iliuminoted gouge lets yo ly 
thorge vor ‘aischorge rate. This is not 0 re-| know your oil pressure from Oto 100 os, [REAR SEAT CAR SPEAKER contmental kits, # * Ste. Streoeniened 
plocement tor the “red” light but the addition] This is not a replacement for your present Grey Hammerloid mot- modern design 
hat you have been looking for. Fits oll cars} ‘red flashing’ light, but o necessary addi- tled finished grille. 6 Ne.$22 — $3 98 
below the dash, without drilling any holes or * oe ye = the ye No holes to drill inch Spe. POSTPAID pow Bd 
con be mounted right in the dosh. Kit consists it includes ges, Copper tubing ond oll @ Clear reception— —_ = — 
‘of Ammeter, Mounting Bracket, Ammeter| mecessary fittings for easy installation in rich intone. fs U oot M 
shielded Light, all necessory wire, etc, for] your cor, @ 3 way control— a tility R ounting 
easy instaiiotion. Full instructions included . front, rear or both Sealed Beam 
0.554 Pestpeid tec No. 605— Fits 1955-56 Chevrolet. = 
Stete—4 vours. 12 vous 99-95 | Ne. sos + its 1955 Fords 1935 No. 64—POSTPAID eo $4.95 No. G Rood Knights SAFETY LIGHT 
State yr.. make, model, when ordering. ‘No. 607— Fits 1956 Fi seceeees) 1050 TOM Inner Control 6” 
‘ Fits thru root of cor or truck, 
US fits smugly ot olf 4 
“SOUARE CHROME COVER PLATE 7 ho | feotures of sofetyiite 
FRONT aa scsi SQUARE CHROME COVER PLAT t Oe Ss times. Con be EB HN 
FENDER ovat LA Covers any 6°x9" speake then eff end re-used on. difterent core TmOo f'10n. ideo! for emergency cors 
DUAL EXHAUST KIT a POSTPAID : . ~ 44) —Set 4—Size $907 1S to — or trucks. Has short shoft, spe- 
on . Pe crol handle setti mitting 
SPLASH “DUAL LOOK” for Single Exhousts Ne! _cUSTO Wo. ) --SMOOTHIES foc se ee ‘sorte Close to windshield. installation. 
GUARD Specify Plaque wanted. $2 98 Eoch Set Pestpeid Complete with all brockets. 
’ 5 Ne, 453 Eoch posTPAID Me. 443 —Set 4—Size 760/15 to ve ors Sete 6 or 12 volt. 
To Go With Your = Each Set Postpaid Wo. 590 vosTPaiD $22.95 











Fits All Front Fenders 
The universal guord thet 
protects cor finish from 





LEFT FOOT ACCELERATOR 
FOR NEW DRIVING 
COMFORT! 


HOT SPARK 
INTENSIFIER 


For all Cors. Peps up all ignition 
systems. Results in foster st 
ing, smoother igve and bett 






REAR-VIEW MIRRORS 
Con- 










Use the left foot— 
est 







































































334” wide, 134" 
=a Fully Seat Pt ore: pe pane i rg CURVED MAIR Pee ea aac me mermarce, arecres 
tivo oy POSTPAID, pair $2. 59 a , 1%" f Neviral Grey Hammared _ WETS AU po Ey WR high tose pertorme nce nd 
Eas POSTPAID, pair... ... $2.99 Per kit Pestpeid 8-89 Year’ make’ meaet, tar" $2.94 | ie. a2—roste, te. 519 2.49 
= Last Minute Galeanaet LAs HANDY ORDER FORM ! 
— TNEY$CO.1917-(E) Archer Ave. Chicago 16, I. rape eo 








FREE 2.si02°° i J aa = 


ACCESSORIES ong bn 
























| Enclose $____________ to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on gins marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping chorges 


















on items not marked POSTPAID. If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, 

pay balance plus shipping charges 
Seve Money Buying Direct by Mail From Whitney! upon delivery.) 
Our tremendous buying power od laree some enable us to pase - 

i cr ow pe joes. Sav lame 
fe stoc 175,000 hing you 
etme youTl find Meted in the new Whitney 
catalog, ready for immediate shipment. Your complete satisfaction STATE — My car isa Year Model No. of Cyt 
af g Ve el 











order or y back. 
Catalog ie FREE with any order for items selected from unis adver- 
tisement. If you want the catalog only, send 25 to cover part of 



































handling aod mailing cost (refunded on your first order). Address 
: Mail a. o Catalog. ser sent Free with y 
Wea i a eon PE 023 Fae Vom cet Koday Cy Zone__state Catalog only Send! S3e 
eee eee S. eeneasenen 
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POW-AIR Super Charger 


for ALL CARS PRICE $22.50 


PRICE $27.50 
FOR FOUR 
BARREL CARB & 
POWER PACKS 
(Incl. 2 extra 
filters) 
Increase ac- 
celeration, 
horse power, 
gas mileage 
and engine 
efficiency with 
; this new super 
Charger-air cleaner combination. Air-scoop design 
captures air driven by your engine’s fan, and the 
rush of air created by the forward motion of the 
car, thus increasing volume of explosive mixture 
at all speeds. Unit replaces stock air cleaner. No 
moving parts. Easily installed. Glass-fiber air-filter 
enables unrestricted filtered air to pass through 
carburetor under pressure. Life span of replacable 
filter, 5,000 miles. Additional filters $1.25 ea. 
Give your motor that “Car of the Future’’ feeling 
Guaranteed by Manufacturer 
When ordering give make, yr., cyls. of car or truck 


Tamarin Patent Products Co. 
3116 Lake Hollywood Drive, Hollywood 28, Calif. 
















ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and 
make. 

© Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 

WeEbster 3-5911 
HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 











| glbedlincadlingy omnapllinenliarailipeting 


RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS 


“NUAGANE” ..... leather Lacquer 

~ Plastic Lacquer 

Made in England and used all over the world 
for over 40 years. 


i 
‘ 
i Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 
f 
| 


2 4 Durable 
COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 


Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 
First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington 
IMPORTER U.S 
Except Ore . Calif.. Nev. 


i 
Lu 


NEW CAR EMBLEM. Rust-proof 4 in. attach to li- 
cense plate. Sturdy cast aluminum. Painted in cor- 
rect insignia colors. Available for MD, RN, RX, DDS, 
F.D., Aux. F.D., Aux. Pol., Civ. Defense, Elks, Ma- 
son, K of C, Shrine, Eagle, K. of Pythias, Kiwanis, 
Rotary, Moose, Clergy. Send $1.49, 2 for $2.50. Your 
own design made to order (min. 50). 

Sta-Dri Co., Dept. M3, Whitestone, L.I., N.Y. 








motoring accessories 


ati lla, 


WHEEL-SEAL is a new product said to 
overcome wheel leaks when applied directly 
to rims, seams, welds and rivets before tube- 
less tires are mounted. Excellent adhesion 
to metal is not affected adversely by rust, 
water, petroleum products, or most acids. 
Address inquiries to Allen Products Corp., 
20450 Sherwood Ave., Detroit 34. 





MOBIL BATTERIES are available dry- 
charged to eliminate shelf life deterioration 
and charging loss while in stock, insuring the 
customer an undamaged product. When the 
serviceman adds electrolyte, these batteries 
are ready for use. See your local Mobilgas 
dealer or write to Socony-Vacuum Corp., 26 
Broadway, New York City. 





GAY BLADES plastic wiper blades are said 
to be unaffected by sun, smog, heat, or cold. 
Guaranteed for 3 years; they fit standard 
holders and are available in a variety of col- 
ors. Developed for aircraft by Colorwiper 
Co., 3322 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles 26. 
Available from your local parts house, service 
station of garage. 








SEE ALL PANORAMIC MIRROR clips 
to existing standard mirror without the use 
of tools or other accessories. Non-glare glass, 
finely finished to exclude distortion, provides 
an extended view through large wraparound 
rear windows. Measuring 14 inches across, it 
is priced at $1.98 ppd. from Sta-Dri, 147-47 
6th Ave., Whitestone 57, L.I., N.Y. 





MODEL MAKERS will be interested in 
Revell-AMT’s new 1956 Ford Fairlane Sun- 
liner kit. Precision-engineered plastic from 
official blueprints, this 6-inch model comes 
complete with 2 sculptured figures and is 
easily assembled from the 64-piece hobby 
kit. 98c in hobby shops or write to Revell 
Inc., 4223 Ocean Park Ave., Venice, Calif. 





LITTLE TRAVELER AUTO BENCH 
fills rear compartment, giving level area at 
seat height. Useful as picnic bench or ta 
ble for children. Sheet metal sliding top ex- 
tends from 42 to 60 inches. Sturdy channel 
iron folding legs, baked-on enamel finish 
(sand color), cadmium-plated trim, rubber 
feet; $14.95. Camad Specialty Co., Batavia, Ill. 

















Heavy-gauge viny! 
plastic cover. Weath- 
erproof. Durable dou- 

* ple elastic binding. Slips on and off easily. Folds 
I compactly for storage. State model, $6.98 ppd. or 
1] make. $6.98-+35¢ post. cop 
1 (worth $8.98) 

| 4.M.N. SALES, _ ea 

j Dept. MT-3, 8401-94 St., Alea 

i Woodhaven, N.Y. . 
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NEW MOTORS 
useD UJ, [}, ¥ ADAPTORS 


Send for Free List When. Ready to Deal 
We Buy—Sell—Trade—Custom Installations 


SHELL MOTORS—Box 25455, L. A. Cal. 










e MoRGAN-  -_S Bien... 
BAKE, = eT 
nobody ™ -_f — tnt 

'BOAST new rugged po ° od 

economy, flashing get-away. 

parts list, pics, hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 

‘0c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 

on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 


CO. Dept CL-3 












MARYSVILLE, 








fe 
nec 


bm I | 


ooeopnpaezese 


a 





R clips 
the use 
e glass, 
rovides 
around 
TOSS, it 
147-47 


ted in 
> Sun- 
from 
comes 
ind is 
hobby 
Revell 
if. 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. All items are guaranteed by the manufacturer 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claims made herein are those of the manufacturer, and do 
not constitute an endorsement by MOTOR TREND. When ordering, include sales tax if required by your state. 





LAN-O-LET hand cleaner is made to re- 
move all traces of grease, paint, putty, carbon 
stains, tar and printing inks when you simply 
squirt it on your hands, rub well, and dry 
with a towel. Non-oily, contains no grit, will 
not affect fingernail polish and contains a 
new skin antiseptic: Actamer. 98c at neigh- 
borhood stores. 





POCKET CLIP CASE for eyeglasses is 
made of top-grain tan cowhide and contains a 
tempered steel clip to securely retain the 
case in a pocket or on a sun visor. Soft in- 
terior gently grips any size glasses or sun 
goggles, preventing loss. $2 ppd. Columbia 
Co., Dept. 40, 404 Security Bank Bldg., 234 
E. Colorado St., Pasadena, Calif. 


MALL TOOL CO.’s new automotive 
sander weighs but 11 pounds; takes 7-inch 
abrasive discs and is well balanced for either 
left- or right-hand use. 115- or 230-volt AC- 
DC motor, load speed 2520 rpm. Available 
with numerous accessories. Write Mall Tool 
Co., 7725 South Chicago Ave., Chicago 19, 
for detailed description. 


HERE IS a practical Fiberglas top for "52- 
3-4 Ford convertibles. Of reinforced plastic, 
it can be attached or detached in seconds. 
Fabric top remains in place. Top is primed 
for painting, with luxurious headliner and 
plexiglas panoramic rear window. Send for 
illustrated brochure to Edwards Plastic Co., 
P.O. Box 36351, Los Angeles 36. 





BACKYARD MECHANICS should really 
appreciate the new Scott Industrial Wiper, 
a simple and inexpensive toweling with ex- 
clusive ““Perf-Embossed” surface for increased 
absorbency and wet strength. Dust, dirt, oil, 
grime; all are efficiently disposed of in jig 
time. Scott Wipers may be purchased at your 
local service station in 2 sizes, neatly boxed. 





DASH LIGHTS, dome lights, safety lan- 
terns, and radio panel lights are colored red, 
green, blue, or violet when you simply coat 
the glass portion of the bulb with this “Col- 
orize to Customize” kit. Not cellophane, but 
a permanent transparent dye. $1 from Moore 
Sales Co., P.O. Box M-23, Highlands Station, 
Denver 11, Colo. 



















peed hile 2 


N 
FOR SAFETY AT HIGH SPEEDS 


Special Sealed-Beam air - 


plane landing light unit. 
Five times brighter than 


head! et, only 5 EAC! 

Gianeter by "deep, (OOWatt 

Available 14 from: Gor i2 Volt 
CHARLES E. KING & Co. 


980 W. CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22,1 


AUTOMOTIVE HAND CONTROLS 


FOR THE HANDICAPPED DRIVER! 
GET INDEPENDENT! STOP DEPENDING ON OTHERS! 
All chromed, strictly mechanical, _ _Mail- Order Kit 
available for cars with 
HUNDREDS IN USE. Money-back pan or Price 
$59.75. Give name and year of car. C.O.D. or 
postpaid. Other controls available. Write us. 
HANDICAP PRODUCTION 
Dept. 4, 7342 Cerritos, Route 1, Anaheim, Calif. 





1 TorK 


‘Balanced 
Traction" 
DIFFERENTIAL 








e Greater Traction-Automatically 
e Eliminates Wheel Spin 
e Increases Speed, Acceleration 


HI TORK gives a “geared-to-the-road” 
drive by utilizing all available traction 
at both rear wheels. Simple installation— 
Models for most cars—T’Bird, Ford, Mer- 
cury, Lincoln, Chev., Plymouth, Dodge, 
DeSoto, Chrysler, Hudson, Willys, Stude- 
baker, Jaguar—Available at $99.50. 


tO, Literature on request; state make, 
se model and year of your car. 
LYETH ENGINEERING 
© 5 P.O. Box 384] 


12859 E. Eight Mile Rd. 
Detroit 5, Michigan 


LEAT COUULLTETEOUETTETEAALEEE ETT TEEPE TESTE ETA: 


e 
McBar Adaptor Housings 
MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 
© (b-52—Cad and Olds to °52-54 Ford & Mere 
© Ck 50- Cad and Olds to 49-51 Ford & Mere 
© (F-40-- Cad and Olds to "32-48 Ford & Merc, 
Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 
2-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to °52-54 Ford & Mere 
2-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to °49-51 Ford & Mere 
52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV to ‘32-48 Ford & Merc 
F-40—'49-5!1 Line. FH to '32-48 Ford-Merc-Line, etc. 
CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °52-53 Ford & Merce 
. cr F-50—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Mere 
® CRF-40—’5]-53 Chrysle: to °32-48 Ford & Mere 
© CSM—Cad & Olds to °53-54 Stude manual transmission 
© CSA—Cad & Olds to Stude automatic transmission 
FREE CATALOG—CUSTOM INSTALLATION 
Inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations 
<Bar Machine Shop. Inc. 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
AAR 


DECHROME KITS 


Miracle Fibreglass and the 


world’s finest plastic res- 

7 ins for everything from 
Dechroming to complete 

* bodies. ideal for rust spots. 


Fixes dents, tears without 
and up. (Add 25¢ for lead. Does perfect job. . . 
postage. No C.0.D.) | fast! Safe, no goggles or 
Also $4.95 kits. Con- 


rubber gloves needed. in 
tains METALFAST which | Steres everywhere. Ask 
adheres to metal. 


cy 
“Halanced Traction™ 





Lincoln, 


52 








your dealer to stock some. 
Get NEW,  easier-to-use 
kits TODAY! 








FIBREGLASS-EVERCOAT CO. 
Cincinnati 16, Ohio 


7206 Vine Street 





Get tuto Good Paying 
mote BODY»: FENDER WOR 


\ ; Ii Big demand in Auto Body and Fender 











work, Start training now spare time 
at home for good pay work. Practical 
shop experience includ U.E.L. 
Training covers metal work, weld- 
ing, painting, etc. Placement service 
—or we will show you how co start 
your own shop. Behin E.I. 
TRAINING is a large national or- 







“Sail NOW { ganization founded 1927. Write to- 
pan baeTs day for FREE facts—no obligation. 





Auto-Crafts Div., UTILITIES —— ‘eacemeee 
2523 Sheffield Ave., XAN-25, Chicago 14, 
0.K.! Rush Full Facts 


| EE RARE DIS PP oO RiRiecc. 5. 
IB i oe oc cocag..chndscetceconhn séebghaal tuiren 
EET epee Zone... .State....... 


(0 Check here for information if you are under 17. 
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0.H.V. 


MOTORS 
* MAIL ORDER 


ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 


% CUSTOM INSTALLATIONS 


INSTALLED IN MOST ANY CHASSIS '32-56 


NEW and NEAR-NEW OHV MOTORS—All Models. 
WRITE TODAY, IF SERIOUSLY INTERESTED. 


State your plans—year—make—model—condition of pres- 


ent motor, trans. and chassis. Mention intended usage— 
approximate budget. 


WE FURNISH LOANER CARS ON COMPLETE 
DRIVE-IN-DRIVE-OUT MOTOR EXCHANGES 


comms = OUT-OF-TOWNER PLANS =e 


(A) Plan your custom motor work while in California on 
that business or vacation trip—appointment confirmation 
recuired. 

(B) We'll arrange for pickup and return of your car 
with custom OHV ——— anywhere in United States 
or Mexico. Arranged by mail. 


CALIFORNIANS 


Stop by or write—let’s discuss your mtr. & power plans. 
Our own wrecking yard gives us OHV mtrs., late trans., 











car radios, etc. We BUY, SELL, TRADE—So let's deal! 
SHEL SPEED & MUFFLER SHOPS 
Open 7-5, closed Sun., Holidays. 

References: Dun & Bradstreet 


Ph.: GR 7-8283 
11726 MT-7, Wilshire Bivd., West Los Angeles 25, Calif. 





Increase Acceleration 15% 


with NOX-CARBON 


@ Dissolve Carbon Binder. 

@ Reduce cause of burned valves, 
préignition and shorting plugs. 

@ Remove carbon from combus- s" 
tion chamber, valves and valve 
stems. 

@ Job complete in only 20 minutes. 















WRITE TODAY for 
oe Do-It-Yourself Kit Le, 7 ONLY 

| NOX-CARBON 23 ¥ oqos 
Postpaid.includes 


“Easy-To-Use” 
Application 


} 333 North Piichipan Avenue 
e Chicago 1, Illinois 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 












SOLDER 


Acclaimed by thousands of 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 
Complete with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
ae 8 — Arc Easily operated from properly wired 
srie and acces- 119 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 

all me tal. sift with a life-long use. . . . Order 
croft work. today on 10-day money back guarantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on request 

FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 

1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Il!., Dept. F27-C 











FRONT WHEEL BEARING ADJUSTING WASHERS. 
Fords-GM-Most others--Four washers equals one 
cotter key slot. Use 1,2,or 3 as needed. 50¢, six. 
BALLARD STABILIZER $2. 75,P, P. 
Fy ieee. Fords-Mercurys-Lincolns '49--56, 
er ee m Permanent repair to all loose idler 

arms, old and new, GUARANTEED, 
B. and 8. SPECIALTY CO. 
1718 Hawthorne Houston 6, Texas, 























continued 


Motoring Accessories 








STAINLESS STEEL SILENCERS, He- 
liarc welded thruout, are designed to utilize 
the venturi principle to reduce exhaust noise 
by controlled mixing with outside air. An 
extended life and considerable weight saving 
may be expected. Additional information 
available from J-B Engineering Co., Inc., 
7347 Valaho Dr., Tujunga, Calif. 





SILICOME-WAK. REMGYE® 
i Peepaine cltants a 


re ae Coma: Im St ty, als, J 
| Brirorseme 
se ood * oom 6. green ‘ 
ened ‘ 
poe 





2 Wien om wy Soe 6 sme sethanin 
20 nem: 29 wits atheege #4 








TOOTH silicone wax remover is a new 
solvent for professional use only. It’s a syner- 
gystic volatile solvent that dissolves and re- 
moves all tar, silicone, wax and loose oxide 
film. Tooth is further claimed to slightly 
soften old paint surfaces to promote adhesion 
of new paint. Curran Ordnance Chemical 
Laboratory. S. Canal St., Lawrence, Mass. 





THE NAPPY TWO-TEMP consists of an 
outer bag with brass-zippered pocket and 
reinforced handles. Two inner carriers can be 
removed separately. Insulated with Fiber- 
glas; the carrier is designed to keep foods 
hot or cold for 4 to 8 hours. Made in 7 
colors with contrasting interiors to sell at 
about $12.95 in local stores. 
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FREE! HOW TO DOUBLE YOUR 
FINKE CAR’S PERFORMANCE, 
Cry MILEAGE, SAFETY, STYLE 
CATALOG YSERA ae to) 1S a 








FLEXIBLE 


RAM@OTE Einisnes 


Restores - Colors - Protects Leather, 
Leatherette and Vinyl! Plastic 
Is your leather or plastic uphol- 
stery faded or worn? RamCote re- 
stores the original color and tex- 
ture to your car's upholstery. 
You can change color, too! 7 
Available in eleven standard 
colors and clear, Any shade 
obtainable by inter-mixing 
colors. Easily applied, brush 
or spray. Won't chip or peel. 
Waterproof—fadeproof. Use 
on Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. See your local dealer or 
write for FREE information and color chart. 
RAMCOTE PRODUCTS, Dept. M-36 
1141 W. 69th St. Chicago 21, Illinois 


WARN HUBS for . 
4-WHEEL DRIVES 


Make 2 Vehicles Out of 1! 
Over 75,000 satisfied users! 
Warn Hubs disengage front 
power train for 2-wheel drive 
use—stop drag, gear whine. 
front end shimmy; save gas, 
gears, tires. Use your 4-wheel 
drive for any purpose, any time, 
with Warn Automatic or Lock- 
ing Hubs. Models for all makes 
of 4 W.Ds. to 1% tons at deal- 
ers, or write 

WARN MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064- F3, Seattle 88, Wn. 


3 or Full Race Road Cams ‘54 and 


4 ‘55 Buick $35.00 exchange—heat 
treated to last—'54-'55 Buick pis- 
tons oversizes to .125. $46.00 a set pin 
fit. Add $15.00 for matching ring set. 


DEMPSEY WILSON CAM CO. 


4667 Rosecrans Avenue 
Dept. MT Hawthorne, Calif. 




















automatic 
FREE-WHEELING 
2-WHEEL DRIVE 
OR HIGH SPEED 
4-WHEEL DRIVE 
AS YOU SHIFT! 














Just Say “Charge It” 


WITHA... 


Duncan Hines 
Signet Club Credit Card 


Whether you motor for business or 
pleasure, your Duncan Hines Signet 
Club travel credit card will be honored 
by 2,500 eating and lodging places in 
all 48 states, Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean. All of these establishments 
are Recommended by Duncan Hines. 
For complete information without ob- 
ligation on membership in the Duncan 
Hines Signet Club, use coupon below. 





ewer ae Fee 








| Duncan Hines Signet Club | 
408 East State St., ithaca, N.Y. 
I Gentlemen: Please send me complete in- | 
| formation on membership in the Duncan ] 
| Hines Signet Club without obligation to | 
me. 
I l 
| Name......... i 
| Address ........ | 
I Sic iccndiccamnicetintedtiandl Zone....State................ ! 
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secu swap 


copy limit of 25 words (not 


Requirements are: 
1st come, 1st served; 


ing name and address); 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is mot open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car is unusual and you have a photo of it 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


incl. 


SELL 


°36 CORD 4-dr. sed. Orig. in all respects, recondi- 


tioned & rebuilt at factory. Pix on request. C. C. 
Hawkins, 606 Oxford St., Fe. Wayne, Ind. 
‘29 PIERCE-ARROW LeBaron landaulet. Mint cond. 


must sacrifice for best offer by 
Frances, 2827 Winchester 


thruout. Cose $2150; 
Feb. 29. Pix $1.25. Mrs. 
Ave., Philadelphia 36. 
‘24 ‘CADILLAC Model 63-D couring. New black 
paint, plating & uph. Needs little work to be fine 
collector's item. Best offer around $1500. W. Renz, 
115 Linden Dr., Cincinnati 15, Ohio. 
55 FORD THUNDERBIRD. Red body, 


black conv. 


top, o.d., r & h, power brakes, engine dress-kit. 5000 
mi., better than new. $2900. Ralph Niekler, 618 
Martin Ave., Bucyrus, Ohio. 

CLASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan & foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y.) An- 
nual numbers; details for large, stamped, addressed 
envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los 


Angeles. 

36 AUBURN Supercharged Speedster. 100°4 orig.., 
but not restored. 2-speed rear end, new 6-ply tires. 
Runs good. Stored in Calif. M. J. Reisch, P.O. Box 
1223, Springfield, Ill. 


‘35 LINCOLN Model K V-12 7-pass. phaeton. New 
top & tires; complete engine o'haul. Body, uph. in 
exc. cond. $1200 or best offer. Sherill Sherman Jr., 
5 Sherrill Lane, New Hartford, N.Y. Phone: 
UTica 3-9757. 

17 DODGE. Completely restored. 15-coat dark blue 


Has won several per- 
Deliver 300 


black fenders. 


lacquered body. 
handles beautifully. 


formance ribbons 


74 





Nelson Bolan 
Ohio. 
cond., 


mi. $875 or consider unrestored trade. 
Jr., 709 Glenshire Ave., Cincinnati 26, 


PEPCO SUPERCHARGER for VW. Exc. used 


about 3000 mi. $125. Also | 6-vole Mallory coil 
in exc. cond. $5. N. F. Miller Jr., 3063 Geddes 
Ave., Ann Arbor, Mich. 

‘53 SWEDISH VOLVO 2-dr. Low mileage, exc. 
cond. Magneto ignition, dual carburetors, loaded 
with extras. $1200. Send stamped, addressed en- 


velope for full details. G. T. Sherrick, 7542 Bloom- 
ington Ave., Burbank, Calif. 

36 PACKARD 120 Dietrich conv. 4-dr. sed. 
cond.; very unusual model. $475 or best offer. Pix 
25¢. P. J. Sullivan, 109 Beacon, Greenfield, Mass. 
"51 RILEY 2.5 liter 5-pass. conv. Superb lines, black 
with ww’'s. Body & top exc., recent engine tuneup. 


Exc. 


$1600. Vernon Wisdom, 15 N. Ashby Ave., Living- 
ston, N.J. 
‘31 CADILLAC V8 conv. sed. Engine, tires, top, 


authentic cond. Classic 


paint, leather uph. in exc. 
trophy winner; restored 2 years ago. $1500. H. L. 
Franklin, 10334 Caton Ave., Elmira, N.Y. 


'53 PLYMOUTH Hy-Drive training car. Dual: steer- 
ing wheel, brake, clutch, accelerator. Other extras. 
Fine cond., exc. for reaching automatic or convention- 
al shift driving. Frank J. Faita, 160 Torrington 
Heights, Torrington, Conn. 

'35 BENTLEY 3.5 liter Park Ward conv. Ret. hand 


drive. General cond. exc.; top faded but water- 
proof; tires, engine & paint good. Ted Stark, New 
Hope, Pa. 


ABSOLUTELY NEW Srewart-Warner speedometer, 
oil pressure gauge, & ammeter for '23 Buick. $95 
for all 3, or bese reasonable offer. R. J. Martikonis, 
604 N. London Ave., Rockford, Ill. 





'33 AUBURN 8 phaeton in running cond. but un- 
restored. 6 wheels, dual ratio. Needs radiator core 
& battery; body poor. $85. H. Denhard, R. D. 2, 
Greenville, N.Y. 

FRUSTRATED? Condensed, authentic contemporary 
road tests '29-'39 domestic, foreign, $1.50. Specs., 
all cars, airplanes, °19-'30, $1.00. Ads, domestic, 
foreign, ‘10-40, 20¢ up. G. M. Howell, Box 56, 
Clarcona, Fila, 

41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL Mark I cpe., with 
Cadillac ohv engine. Superior cond., new ww’'s. Can 
be inspected at local Lincoln garage, where stored. 
$1375. Dr. John F. Pember, 508 W. Milwaukee, 
Janesville, Wis. 

49 BENTLEY Mark VI standard steel saloon. 2-tone 
gray, blue leather. 80,000 careful mi.; beautitully 
maintained. $4000. James Rowland Lowe, Box 58, 
Bonny Doon Rte., Santa Cruz, Calif. 

‘54 CAD-ALLARD Model 54. Cad engine, wire 
wheels, Firestone racing tires, de Dion rear end. 
G. A. Maxson, 113 N.W. 30th St., Oklahoma City, 
Okla. Phone: JA 4-6626. 
‘37 BUICK Roadmaster 4-dr. 


conv. Partially re- 


stored; needs some uph. work, but no body work. 
R & h, sidemounts, new tires, exc. top. $375. Bob 
Stare, Mt. Horeb, Wis. 

‘25 VELIE 4-dr. sed. Registered AACA. Engine in 


good cond., excellent body needs very little restoring. 
New —_ gear, 5 good tires. $300. R. C. Hodgson, 


6OL W. 139 St., New York 31. Phone: FO 8-6549. 
NOTICE, TUCKER OWNERS: I have a new, com- 
plete Tucker spare engine 4335-79. 2nd & last 
series engine, water-cooled, 6-cyl. opposed. Still in 
orig. crate; ready to run. $750. Richard C. Jones, 
4212 LaRica Ave., Baldwin Park, Calif. 

38 PACKARD V-12 conv. Sidemounts, rumble 


seat. Exc. cond. thruout. Bese offer. G. A. Standley, 
Abe, E. Ortega, Santa Barbara, Calif. Phone: WO 
67 

37 MER EDES Type 170. Extremely rare. Engine 


& access. o’hauled by Reindl. Needs body & interior 


me 


scoeaston 


Gottlieb, 
TRinity 


work. $500 or trade for antique. Robert J. 
629 §S. Hill St., Los Angeles 14. Phone: 
1844. 

PACKARD Super 8 deluxe conv. phaeton. Dietrich 
body. Fully restored; perfect running cond. $1050 
cash & untold labor of love invested. Consider any 
fair offer. Lee Reeder, 1012 Baltimore Ave., Kansas 
City 5, Mo. 

07 MAXWELL. 2-cyl., complete with brass radia- 
tor, carbide lights & bulb horn. Mint cond., runs 
perfectly. C. W. Bernsmeier, Box 203, Kamrar, lowa. 
27 STAR touring. 23,000 actual mi., last licensed 
in 1937. Exc. leather uph., new tires & distributor. 
Further information on request. $350 or best offer. 
J. K. Cutlip, Re. 8, Box 562, Olympia, Wash. 


55 VW SUPERCHARGER (Arnolt Corrie). $100 
t.o.b. Dismantling Jaguar Mark VII sed. 1 Jaguar 
Mark VII engine; 2 Jaguar XK-120 engines. 


Nemith Auto Co., Traffic Circle, Latham, Albany, 


34 HUDSON 8-cyl. club sed. 42,000 orig. mi., 
mech. good. Still have owner's manual. $225. 
Chuck Holmes, 2507 Marine Ave., Stockton 4, 
Calif. Phone: HO 6-9845. 

FIAT ‘Mille Miglia’’ SLR rdser. 10:1 c.r., 1221 cc, 
1085 lbs. Body by Lyon, builder of Bonneville 





Weber carb, 
872 Clarkson, 


world record-holding car. Oil cooler, 
fantastic performance. Dan Collins, 


Denver, Colo. 


29 DODGE Sénior 6G rdstr. Stored “32-50. Exc. 
mech. cond., orig. black finish, wire wheels, new 
tan top & covers for 2 side-mounted spares. At- 


tractively priced. Owen Hoyt, P.O. Box 47, Darien, 
Conn. 

FORD T PARTS—wider range, lower prices. Write 
for free listing of T parts. Also, many mechanical 
parts for other older models. Advise needs. E. R 
Hemmings, 1036 Hampshire, Quincy, IIl. 

‘37 PACKARD Super 8 7-pass. limousine by Der- 
ham. Leather top, sidemounts, exc. 6-ply tires, spot- 
less interior, orig. black, no rust. 39,000 mi., inc. 
factory o’haul at 25,000. Engine perfect. Bese offer 
over $750. Bill Belleville, 17 Linden Pl., Red 
Bank, N.J 





Grease Your Own Car 
Without Dirt or Mess, With The 
Central Greasing System 





INSTALL IT YOURSELF TOO! 


No more hit or miss grease jobs in the dark of 
the grease pit! No more missed fittings, no 
more clogged grease ducts! Best of all, you 
can grease your car yourself now, better than 
it was ever done by the old method, without 
soiling your hands or clothes and at a cost of 
only pennies! 


Now you lift only the hood instead of the car! 
Three minutes is all it takes with the CENTRAL 
GREASING SYSTEM! Made for 1954-55 and ‘56 
Ford and 1955 and ‘56 Chevrolet cars ond 
station wagons. Complete, less than $30.00 
for most models. 


WRITE US FOR FULL DETAILS, DEPT. MT 
FORSTER BROS. MFG. CO., LANARK, ILL. 














Von’s Kool Vision DAY N’ NITER’S 
6 ways better than regular sun glasses! 


Light as a feather and optically correct, DAY N’ 


NITER’S are perfect for all oor and indoor 
activity where excessive light is an eye hazard. 
Anti-glare visor protects eyes from overhead glare; 
interchangeable dark and amber flip-up lenses for 
sun and night light; removable temples let DAY N’ 
NITER’S fit on regular glasses. 

d, with red, 


Only $3.95 p a 
blue, or green visor and handsome case. Send check 


or money order today! 


KOOL VISION CO., Box 82-C, Bay City, Mich. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


TONNEAU 
COVERS 


THUNDERBIRD — CORVETTE 
JAG — MG AND MOST POPULAR 
SPORTS CARS 


e CUSTOM STYLING 
e@ HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIAL 








ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 
Phone EXbrook 5-9174 
1453 Lincoln Bivd. Santa Monica, Calif. 
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BUMPEREX 


* Ext. 


Design of the —— gives the iusion of 
passing thru the bumper face bar, making it look 
like part of rather than an addition to bumper. 
Can be installed in pairs or as single unit on 
either right or left side of bumper. Made of 
heavy bumper stock steel, triple chrome plated. 
A specially designed attaching bracket eliminates 
need for drilling holes. List $4.95 each, post-paid. 
If your dealer can’t supply you, 
order direct and send us his name. 
Send check &. } “y Money back guarantee. 
FACTURED BY 


ST. LouIs PRODUCTS CO. 








2754 Walton Rd. St. Louis 14, Mo. 


SEAT BELTS 


All Nylon 


C.A.A. Approved $995 
11 colors — 
¢* £3 8 2 « 


SUPER CHARGER 
MSCULLOUCH $255°2°2 UP 
Send 25c for Sumar Catalog 


SUMAR SPEED EQUIPMENT 
109 N. 7th « C-8174 + Terre Haute, Ind. 


SAVE 
TWO 


PRECIOUS 


YEARS 




















STUDY AERONAUTICAL ENGINEERING 
AT NORTHROP INSTITUTE 


There's a waiting list for Northrop graduates. Take 
advantage of these job-opportunities by training at 
Northrop...The time you save will be worth 
thousands of dollars to you in dollars saved and 
extra money earned. 

COURSES APPROVED FOR VETERAN TRAINING 
Take your first step toward 
SUCCESS IN AVIATION 
Mail Coupon For Free Catalog 


’ 
a NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE! 
° . 1103 W. Arbor Vitae Street, Inglewood 1, California # 


Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog. employment data, 
rae schedule of class starting dates. | am interested in: ' 
‘ Aeronautical Engineering Technology ' 
r) Aircraft Maintenance Engineering Technology 1 
1 Master Aircraft and Engine Mechanic 1 
’ Jet Engine Overhaul and Maintenance rn 
Name a 
| Address Shepiedia det Kame dpenabheeenginpanbescarndcassdccede : 
NS ntsatesinihidatdendbenanses Zone... State... ] 
Weterans: Check here D for Special Veteran Training Information. : 
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°35 AUBURN 851 Supercharged conv. phaeton. 
Exc. cond. $800 cash. John Pigott, 4906 Ravenna, 
Cincinnati 27, Ohio. Phone: BRamble 1-7923. 
PARTS: Continental, Classic Lincoln, Nash-Healey. 
In restoring my cars I’ve corresponded coast-to- 
coast with hundreds of parts & information sources, 
owners, etc. Printed address list $2. James Yule, 36 
Trent Rd., Philadelphia 31. 

’°38 MERCEDES-BENZ 220 conv. Exc. engine, 
good ww’s, independent rear wheel suspension, pres- 
sure lubricating system. Needs new top & minor 
body work. $700 or offer. Eugene S. Brooks, 524 
Springside Dr. SE, Atlanta 15, Ga. Phone: MU 
8-5341. 

*°35 FORD phaeton. New paint & chrome. Exc. en- 
gine, hydraulic brakes, Columbia diff. $800 or best 
offer. Delbert Englerth, Rt. #2, Hastings, Mich. 
Phone: 4-6712. 

‘28 WHIPPET 4-cyl. 4-dr. sed. Body & engine 
nearly orig., can easily be restored. Running cond., 
not beat up. Have plenty of spare parts. Best offer. 
Winthrop Lee, 6255 Carpenter Ave., North Holly- 
wood, Calif. Phone: SUnset 3-2319. 

‘29 LA SALLE 5-pass. cpe. Orig. paint, uph. good, 
tires good. Must see to appreciate. Best offer over 


$300. Peter C. Messuri, 513 W. Main St., Rock- 
away, N.J. 
°'31 AUBURN 898-A conv. phaeton. Fine classic, 


rebuilt Lycoming engine; spare head, manifolds, 
carbs, radiator, transmission, headlights, etc. $595 or 
bese offer. Pix 25¢. W. L. Mraz, 17 Dogwood Rd., 
Morris Plains, N.J. 

ORIGINAL MAGAZINE ADS on: Duesenberg, 
Auburn, Cord, Stutz, Marmon V-16, Pierce-Arrow, 
DuPont, Cadillac V-12 & V-16, Isotta-Fraschini, 
Rolls-Royce, & hundreds of other autos. Complete 
liste 25¢. “~~ J. Lewis, 1373 E. 12th St., Brook- 
lyn 30, ‘ 

"33 PACKARD V-12 spt. cpe. l-owner car; every- 
thing orig.; mint cond. inside & out. Mechanically 
perfect. Buile by Packard as exposition piece. Best 
offer over $1000. A. L. Hichew, 2 E. Maple Ave., 
Baltimore 6, Md. Phone: NOrthfield 5-1553. 

‘03 DURYEA 3-cyl. Front & back seat. Steer car 
with tiller from back seat. Exceptional running cond.; 





in storage for many years. Make offer. U. S. Motors, 


1700 Calhoun St., Trenton, N.J. 

AIR PUMP, transmission mounted, $4. Carburetors, 
brass & others, $4. Headlight lenses, $1 each. Also 
parklite & taillight lenses. All used, all f.o.b. W. D. 
Safford, 316 S. Union St., Burlington, Vt. 

AUTO SALES CATALOGS, 1920's & 1930's. Send 
for current list. Robert A. Burrowes, 7917 Lessley 
Ave., Castro Valley, Calif. 


°54 STUDILLAC. 2 4-barrel carbs, solid lifters, 


9:1 heads, Mallory ignition, air intake on hood, 
heavy duty shocks, Lincoln 3-speed trans., o.d. 
on % H. Tongue, 10 Harvard Terrace, West 
Orang 


N.J. 
55 mAUSTIN- HEALEY 100. Red, detachable plas- 
tic top. Like new, 2500 mi., never raced. $2450 
firm, no trades. V. C. Parriott, 911 Glenmoor Lane, 
Glendale (St. Louis) 22, Mo. 

‘29 FORD rdstr. Restored May "54. New chrome, 
paint, top, tires. Excellent thruout. Shown in May 
issue Seventeen magazine. Best offer over $500. 
R. G. Huber, +4 Emerson St., Clifton, N. J. Phone: 
LAmbert 3-2917 

‘48 LINCOLN V-12 4-dr. sed. Engine recently 
o’hauled, o.d. Orig. maroon finish. $400. E. W 
Skidmore, 411 Alston Bldg., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

‘'30 PIERCE-ARROW 130 Victoria. 99% restored. 
Power brake booster. $1650. Walter B. Trepte, 758 
Harbison Canyon Rd., El Cajon, Calif. 

'34 PIERCE-ARROW 1240-A Victoria. Rebuilt Sea- 
grave V-12 engine, new glass, top, tires, radiator. 
Needs body work & paint. $850. Walter B. Trepte, 
758 a Canyon Rd., El Cajon, Calif. 

‘54 CADILLAC—Brokaw Custom conv. Total in- 
vestment ric 500. Diamond- — dash_ knobs, 
interior & exterior ly d. Pix, de- 
tails, 25¢. Best offer over $8000. __Joha A. Stryker, 
4604 E. Lancaster, ay Worth, 

54 TRIUMPH TR-2. Like My ‘he mileage, never 
raced or wrecked. Wire wheels, heater, turn signals, 
tonneau cover. |S aie Russell Peel, 320 N. 18th 
St., Richmond, 

48 LINCOLN (CONTINENTAL V-12 hdep. clib. 
cpe. Medium green metallic, new white tubeless 
tires, engine just rebuilt. Every detail ,perfect. 








$1995. J. Raymond Young. 12 12 Pleasant Ave., St, 
Paul, Minn. Phone: 

03 INTERNATIONAL et iin, Chain drive, 
Only 1 previous owner. Exc. cond., runs like new, 
orig. y, rt. hand drive. $2500. Mrs. Harry L. 
Becker, Council Grove, Kan. 

COLLECTOR'S ITEM—1920 Lincoln Motor Co, 
stock certificate, orig. Henry Leland issue. Also 2 
8 X 10 pix of Leland Lincoln. Limited number. $2. 
Wylie S. Boley, 11707 Mendota, Detroit 4, Mich. 
’41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-12. Black. 
R & h. Exc. cond., 68,000 actual mi. $1000. Felix 
Pozzi, Indian Neck Ave., Branford, Conn. Phone: 
HUbbard 8-1580. 

‘30 MARMON Series 78 sed. Side mounts, luggage 
rack. Licensed & running. $200. W. R. Purcell, 
Box 53, Ferris, Tex 

‘41 AMERICAN BANTAM conv. cpe. Good cond. 
thruout. $125. Pix 2 for 25¢. Also used Austin & 
Bantam parts & catalogs. William Todd, 91 Willow 
Ave., Cornwall, N.Y. 

29 PACKARD 640 rdstr. Completely restored, ex- 
cept top & rumble. Engine o'hauled, new battery, 





some spares. $650. Robert E. Howe, 5239 Fulton 
Ave., Van Nuys, Calif. 

‘34 PACKARD Dietrich V-12 conv. sed. Exc. cond. 
mechanically & othetwise. New tires; may be driven 
ee. $1500. R. E. Bass, M.D., Chadbourn, 


‘41 LINCOLN §8-pass. limousine. Ford engine. Rare 
classic, few made, easily restorable. Over $400 in 
new parts. In daily use; can drive anywhere. Best 
offer. L. L. Smith, 28458 Relda Rd., Trenton, Mich. 
'39 LA SALLE cpe. Orig. body & Per in perf. 
cond. New uph.; 15-inch wheels. mechan- 
ically except clutch. $250. Bill Harper Jr., Rose 
Pharmacy, Hendersonville, N.C. 

‘34 PACKARD Standard 8 4-dr. sed. Orig. thruout. 
Side mounts, wire wheels, 6 tires. Engine & body 
in exc. cond. Needs uph. & top. Best offer. W. A. 
Reed, Poy W. 121se St., Hawthorne, Calif. Phone: 


OS 6 
‘29 “STUDEBAKER President 8 4-dr. sed. Orig. 
cond., like new down to paint on engine & chassis. 


22,000 mi. Orig. tools, manual, spare, license 
aoa $600. Gene Leon, 977 Locust, Dubuque, 
owa 

39 CADILLAC 75 Fleetwood body 7-pass. sed. 
70,000 mi.; exc. cond. 7 6-ply tires. Used by un- 
dertaker. Best offer. Donald A. Stevenson, 6022 
Edmund St., Philadelphia 24. . 


‘37 LINCOLN K Brunn touring cabriolet. Rare 
model, all orig., elegant thruout. Front skyview, 
black leather top, Bedford cord, leather combination 
interior. Make offer. George P. White, 1628 Vallejo 
St., San Francisco 23, Calif. Phone: OR 3-5824. 
"15 MODEL T FORD touring with brass radiator. 
Stored since 1925. Motor No. 807654. Solid; no 
rust: orig. top, uph.; new tires. Best offer over $800. 
Ronald Hileman, 363 E. Third St., Bloomsburg, Pa. 
‘14. PIERCE-ARROW Model 840-A 7-pass. sed. 
Clean, in good running cond. New 6-ply tires, heater, 
sealed beams, turnlights, extra parts. $400 or best 
offer. A. E. Silveira, Jr., Box 118, Edgewood, Md. 
'37 PACKARD 6 conv. with rumble seat. R & h, 
new top & paint. Exc. cond.; engine completely re 
built. Deliver 500 mi.; reasonably’ priced. Pix & de 
tails. Robert K. Baumann, 313 E. Ise St., Minne 
apolis, Kan. 

°39 MAYBACH 6 4-dr. conv. sed. 8-speed automatic 
trans. Exc. cond. thruout; can be driven anywhere. 
$1500 or best fair offer. George Schlosser, 822 W. 


8th St., Chester, Pa. 
MODIFIED CROSLEY rdstr. 1-of-a-kind Fiberglas 


body, custom white lacquer, red leatherette interior. 
Engine Braje equipped, fully balanced. 2nd in class, 





Bakersfield concours. W. L. Boule, 1005 Watts Dr., 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

*°38 HISPANO-SUIZA 12-cyl. 4-place Vanvooren 
close-couple conv. Modern styling, tremendous ac- 
celeration. Engine, body, leather interior perfect. 
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Ave., St, < 





| 
ain drive, | 
like new, 
Harry L., | 
I 2 
otor Co pe 
. Also i 
nber. $2 | 
4, Mich | 
00 — Concours material. $4475. V. Corradini, 1231 Oak- 
Re. lawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone: ELgin 5-6320. ! 
7 '°38 CHEVROLET Master 2-dr. Recentiy o'hauled ] au 
luggage engine, near-new tires & battery. For further info | ie 
” Purcell send stamped, self-addressed envelope. Richard Bauge, ae 
’ 119 E. 12th St., Ames, Iowa. l ae 
- cond, | pes 
ustin & 
Willow SELL OR SWAP | pee ( 
o oo 
ored, ex- ‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. New ‘55 1 . Fal 
- battery, Cadillac engine. Naugahyde uph., pleated over air- | s pe 
foam. Orlon top, new Vogue ww’s. $2500 or trade i os _ 
for late model station wagon. Charles Kerswill, 647 | Poe 
S. 22nd St., Louisville, Ky. Phone: CYpress 8531 a. Pa 


ect. $650. Consider prime pre-war cpe. for part 


a 
payment. Also most parts for Cord 810 sed. Alfred a . 
A. Potter, Lafayette, R.I. =_ Complete illustrated 


PRE-WAR ENGLISH CATALOGS. Also a few for- : a . . 
eign. Send for free price list or will exchange. guide to every production 
Have 1908-09 32-page Pierce-Arrow catalog, new ; ; { 
cond. What offers? D. F.. Geraty, 1117 Vermont car built in the world today! 
Get the complete 
up-to-date world car picture 


a 
ae 
or BElmont 8794. ae _ 
CORD 812 Beverly. Mechanically good, interior oa 
good, outside weather-beaten. Good bodyshop proj- \ ae 





Ave. N.W., Washington 5, D.C. 
23 REO 6 phaeton. 18,000 mi., show cond. Orig. 
top & uph., exc. paint, tires. $750 or may trade 





l 
| 
| 
l 
for open classic in like cond. R. Smoot, 528 Lowell ; 4 
D aes Ave., Ciaciansti 20, Ohio. | from this brand new, 
>. cond. ‘10 HUPMOBILE 4-cyl. runabout. Re. hand steering. . 
~ dena Complete, easily restored, running cond. Needs tires I photo-packed book; a terrific 
adbourn, 4 —— a -, = for tog Ba conv. reference book for vour 
ona . Halsey, antigo ., East Hampton, 3 
ne. Rare N.Y. i i 
$400 in ‘55 HUDSON ITALIA. Beautiful white finish; ! automotive library. 
ore. Best perf. cond. Used as demonstrator. $3700. Will con- | 
n, Mich. sider trade. C. A. Smith, 41 Beechwood Rd., Fr. ear a ae 
in perf. Mitchell, Ky. Phone: ED 1-1915 or AX 1-1200. ! : : me me 
mechan- ‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. Exc. cond. | Cm e : 
r., Rose "52 Cad engine. With engine installed—$1695; | ees 3 
withour—$1260. Will take ‘32 Ford hotrod in | 
thruout. trade. Al Enderle, 14192 S. Yorba St., Santa Ana, : 
oy Calif. Phone: KImberly 2-0204. l 
: : ‘55 BMW 502 V8 sed. Rolls-Royce quality, un- 
Phone: usual, desirable, in beautiful cond. 9000 mi'wii | | ee 
1. Orig, take pare trade. L. L. Lacer, 219 N. Jefferson, . SS 
chassis, Junction City, Kan. WORLD'S FASTEST CARS HOT ROD ANNUAL 
icense iti How to build hot rods and how 
| An exciting story of the men . 
ubuque, SWAP who built the great Ferraris, to make them go. 1956 edi- 
Bugattis, Daimlers, and all of age Ray egal tel 
‘+ — '33 PACKARD sed. Good cond., complete, unre- | the world’s speedsters. pt oH hont ‘engine sunp- 
| %022 stored. Will trade for Hi-Fi or photo equipment, | " 


guns, what have you? Harry Van Tuyl, 821 Hyatt 

—" St., Janesville, Wis. 

skyview CORD 810 chassis. All new, complete, except body. 
: Licensed, driveable. Swap for sports or classic of 














oO equal value. Lyman E. Greenlee, Box 1036, Ander- 

824 } son, Ind. 

vid: | WANTED 

olid; no 

r ag PLASTIC CARS K —_— = a. 
ure, PIERCE-ARROW. Will buy several in orig. clean i i wealth of “how to” ma- 
ss. sed, cond. Insereseed in all models. -H. Reeves, Jt. P.O. | uw % Sesiae oud Sale 2 ems terial, hundreds of pictures, 
, heater, Box 3385, Orlando, Fla. body from plastics; complete detailed description of custom 
or best MG—about $350. Will ‘eke car that aceds work— | Sale with Mustrations of work and cost analyses—plus 
od, Md. but NOT a dog. Write details to T. Chester, Box latest Fibergias cars. newest customizing ideas. 

R & h, 116, Carteret, N.J. 

etely re- CHRONOGRAPH for Duesenberg Model J. Black 

x & de face with white numerals. D. V. Carter, 4307 W. 

Minne Lawther Dr., Dallas 18, Tex. 

SHOP MANUAL for "34 Packard Super 8 Models OTHER IMPORTANT TREND BOOKS! - 
1comatic 1103-5. Must include wiring diagram. Willing to e 
ywhere. pay for copying. Royale R. Crabtree, Box 616, 

B22 W. Route 11, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
ta PARTS FOR '20 MARMON Model B-34: 3 hub- 
nee caps with emblem, left rear hub with axle, complete Cc 

: , gee - ety 

in class, gy iy Pca Mir cal cm ee are ONLY AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 
‘47-'48 FORD Sportsman conv. Will pay good price 





for clean, orig. car with good wood. Any leads 
appreciated. Wade K. Cheyney, 645 S. Quentin, 
Wichita, Kan. 























‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Must be in | CLASSIC CARS & ANTIQUES TREND BOOKS 
perfect running cond. and exc. orig. cond. inside | A treasure house for the enthu- 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
& out. Write, stating color, price, & other par- siast, with overt 200 photos of 
ticulars. John Higginbotham Jr., 4236 Bordeaux, rare and priceless cars, both 1 am enclosing $__________._ @ 85¢ each (to cover postage, etc.) 
Dallas, Tex. classics and antiques. r hoo. Siltaeatienns deuce ak Seianil 
RESTORABLE OLD CAR. Any make or model, for Please send me the following nigeliientgepaiubaly 
about $200 or less. Will twavel. Any leads appre- 1] 1956 WORLD-WIDE AUTO YEAR BOOK [7] PLASTIC CARS 
jo gs Parrott, P.O. Box 92, North Fair- [J HOT ROD ANNUAL [] CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 
eid, 10. Tr ’ 
4 18:INCH WIRE WHEELS, 7 lugs for ’29 Chrys- (0 “CLASSIC CARS [7] WORLD’S FASTEST CARS 
ler. Banjo-type steering wheel with horn & light & mail 
switch assembly. Glen E. Shotola, 1681 S. Muskego neme 
rts Dr., Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. your order 
CLASSIC, semi-classic, special interest, sports or cus- ’ address. 
nvooren tom car. Good body & running cond. Up to $350. today!) 
ous ac Within 500 mi. of Lima, Ohio. Send pix, info. city. zone. state. 
perfect. John Gosnell, 405 W. Anglaize St., Wapakoneta, O. 
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WHOLESALE CATALOG 


SEND 25c FOR 
WHOLESALE 1956 
SURPRISE CATALOG 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
BOX MT 1904 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 
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| Most good Americans may go to 


| Paris when they die, but 


w»| | good American gourmets will 





settle for New Orleans 


EASONED TRAVELERS who have jour- 
neyed thruout the United States have 


made this observation: “When you've seen 
one large American city, you've seen them 
all—the only exceptions are New York, San 
Francisco, and New Orleans.” 

Everyone may not agree wholeheartedly 
with this statement, but it is not hard to 
see why New Orleans should be included in 
this exclusive category. It has a distinctive 
and fascinating character that no other Ameri- 
can city can duplicate. 

Founded in 1718 by the French along the 
shores of the great land-locked lagoon, Lake 
Pontchartrain, it was taken over half a cen- 
tury later by the Spanish. By the time the U.S. 
acquired it in 1803 as part of the Louisiana 
Purchase, its French and Spanish character 
was already firmly established. The Creoles— 
descendants of these 2 early groups of settlers 
—still impose upon the city their love of 
good living and good food. 

The Vieux Carré (Old City), known more 
commonly as the French Quarter, still looks 
much as it did over a century ago—except 
for the inevitable signs and displays to attract 
the tourist. The characteristic 2- and 3-story 
buildings in this oldest part of the city, 
adorned with lacy ironwork and flower-filled 
courtyards, form one of the most picturesque 
communities in the country. Its banquettes, or 
sidewalks, still echo with the quaint cries of 
the vendors of fish and pralines. 

To most tourists, Louisiana means only 
New Orleans, and New Orleans means only 
the Mardi Gras. If you plan to visit the city 
during this spectacular pre-Lenten festival, 
your big problem will be accommodations. 
We strongly urge you to make reservations 
well in advance. 

Places to Stay: There ate 2 good motor 
courts on Chief Menteur Highway. Anchor 
Motor Motel (6131) has 38 units. Singles 
or doubles are from $6 to $7.50. The rates 
at the Cedar Park Hotel Court (5201), 55 
units, single or double, are from $7 to $8. 

Lamothe House, 621 Esplanade Ave., is 
an interesting 13-room house with antique 
furnishings. It includes a Continental break- 
fast in its rates. It is open from Sept. 1 to 
May 31. Singles are $8; doubles, $8 to $12. 
Places to Eat: In the French Quarter, there 
are several world-famous restaurants—An- 
toine’s Restaurant, Arnaud’s, Brennan's 
Vieux Carré Restaurant, Broussard’s Res- 
taurant, and Kolb’s Restaurant. 

A favorite place of the natives, outside the 











French Quarter but with cooking ‘‘a la Cre- 
ole” that is not duplicated in local restau- 
rants, is Corinne Dunbar at 1716 St. Charles 
Ave. Lunch is from $3 to $4, and dinner 
from $4 to $5. It is open all year, except 
August, from 12:30 to 2 P.M., and from 
6:30 to 8 P.M. It is closed on Sundays, Mon- 
days, and Christmas. Reservations are needed. 

There are very fine dining rooms also in 
the different hotels. The Caribbean Room 
in the Pontchartrain Hotel, 2031 St. Charles 
Ave., offers such specialties as lump crab 
meat au gratin, oysters bienville, trout ver- 
onique, chicken chasseur and crepes souffle. 
Prices are a la carte. Open every day from 
noon to 2 P.M., and from 6 to 9 P.M. Reser- 
vations are advisable. 

The Knife and Fork Dining Room in the 
St. Charles Hotel, 211 St. Charles St., has 
been in existence since 1836. It has been 
modernized, of course, and the kitchen puts 
forth the famed New Orleans cuisine from 
6 A.M. to 9 P.M. The waiters are courteous, 
and the prices are reasonable. 

And, of course, there is the famous Roose- 
velt Hotel, with its Blue Room and other 
dining rooms. The Jung Hotel, with its 1800 
modern rooms, also has ample dining rooms. 

After a sumptuous feast, visitors gravitate 
to the excitement of Bourbon Street in the 
French Quarter, which is alive with lights. 
Happy revelers slowly make the rounds, 
drowned in the din of Dixieland jazz blaring 
forth from the night spots. Every night is a 
gay night here. Before making their way 
home, visitors and natives alike gather at 
the Morning Call Coffee Stand, which is 
a most fashionable late-evening coffee spa 
for reasons you'll understand. 

If you can get away from the festive throng 
and you have a sweet tooth, visit Patisserie 
aux Quatre Saisons (Pastry Shop of the 
Four Seasons), 714 St. Peter St. No place to 
go for a full meal, it is one you shouldn't 
miss when you are in New Orleans. This 
place was opened as a hobby by a silver crafts- 
man, and is like the old French patisseries 
which can still be found on the Continent. 
Tea, coffee, or French chocolate are equally 
excellent. Many varieties of pastries, ice cream 
and confections—all delicious—are served at 
prices which are moderate for such delights. 

New Orleans is one place where everyone- 
has fun. You, too, will leave it with the most 
pleasant of memories and remember it as one 
of the most delightful spots you have visited. 
(Next month—the Great Southwest.) 
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WUST 87 SECONDS! 





41/5) 'N\9... ROOM FOR 5! 


Most power-per-pound of any American car! 0 to 60 mph. in 8.7 seconds ... 60 to 100 
mph. in 17.7 seconds! Torque, 380 ft. lbs. at 2800 rpm.; engine, 352 cu. in., V8, OHV; 
bore 4”, stroke 3.50”; brake area, 195.3 sq. in.—biggest, safest, braking-to-weight 
ratio of any car. 4-barrel carburetion. Ultramatic Drive and all power assists avail- 
able. Engineered to out-handle and out-run sports cars costing thousands more. 


It’s yours—thrilling acceleration, excit- 
ing styling, sweet, sure-footed roada- 
bility! All this is yours and more—in the 
magnificent new Studebaker Hawks. 
They're the first cars ever to perform 
like real sports cars and still carry five 
in luxurious comfort! 

You'll find the Hawks are all the fun 


Tune in ‘TV Reader’s Digest’’ every week. 


Studebaker 


you've wanted . . . have all the room 
you've needed. They’re power-packed 
beauties and practical, too—with a 
huge, touring-car trunk and lovely, easy- 
riding interiors. And the Hawks bring 
their sleek, low-slung, aristocratic good 
looks to all price classes— including the 
lowest! Four different models to choose 


from . . . four power choices . . . four 
degrees of luxury. 

And the Hawks are every bit as much 
fun to be seen in as they are to drive 
—distinctively different from anything 
else on the road! For the sheer fun of 
it, see your Studebaker Dealer for a 
demonstration, today! 





GOLDEN HAWK 
SKY HAWK 
POWER HAWK 


FLIGHT HAWK 


Studebaker Division, Studebaker-Packard Corporation—Where pride of workmanship still comes first! 
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Roy Loutzenhiser drives 
38,000 miles...saves $72. 
with1l7 pt. Life-Time plugs 


MESSAGE FROM FRANK WILLIAMS, INVENTOR OF LIFE-TIME SPARK PLUGS: 


Dear Friends: 
Some Life-Time Spark Plugs have now been out just about 
a year. Time enough for first users to start writing me about 
life and performance in their own cars. Roy Loutzenhiser of 
Antelope, Montana, writes that his set has fired hot and clean 
for over 38,000 miles in his 1953 Studebaker V-8. That's a 
saving in plug purchases of about $22 when you add it up. But 
he also wrote me that his gas bill went down just about 10% which 
checks out almost on the button with Eddie Edmunds dynamometer 
test which shows 11% fuel improvement. The way I figure, that 
adds up to about $72 depending upon what you pay for gas! I don't 
say you can save this much money in a car that's burning 
some oil or isn't rightly tuned, but you can save 
the cost of a couple sets of ordinary plugs 
and a barrel of gas any time. Try a set 
and let me hear how you like them. 

Many thanks. 





ORDER REGISTERED SET 

for any 6 or 8 cylinder engine. 

YOU RECEIVE BY MAIL, POSTAGE 

PAID, this matched set as shown in 

proper series (heat range and gap) for 

the car or cars you indicate in coupon. 

Tapered 18mm now available for jate Ford products and others 
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faster than porcelain. Special new contour vaporizes 


SUPER-DISSIPATION INSULATOR. Made of 
gem-like sintered corundum. Conducts heat 40 times 
@ and exhausts wet carbon and oil. 


SELF-CLEANING ON POWER STROKE. Confined gases ex- 
ploding in chamber formed by multiple electrodes reclean arcing 
surfaces with each firing stroke./INDIVIDUAL INSPECTION. 
Each Life- Time Spark Plug is tested for firing in oil and for resistance 
to 30,000 volts /CM (The only plug which has been tested success- 
fully at 15 to 1 compression) / PERMANENT GAP. After months of 
use Life-lTime Spark Plugs mike at exact factory pregap. 


BOAT OWNERS. Life-Time Spark Plugs are now available for all 
outboards and marine engines. Specify make, model and year. 
$1.19 per plug postpaid. 

DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS WRITE FOR FULL INFORMATION 


| enclose $ ... 
Name 
Address ... 
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LIFE-TIME Spark Plug Division 
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City 123, California 


Gentlemen: Please mail postpaid 
Spark Plugs in proper heat range and gap for my car at $1.19 per plug 
(set of six, $7.14; set of eight, $9.52). Or send $2 per set, balance C.0.D. 
California residents add 3% tax. 
Make of my caris........... 
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Here’s Why 17 Pt. Firing Works: 
Note the circular arcing area. Four 
concave segments with gap the same 
from all points. Electricity has the 
property of arcing from the coldest 
point. Current also arcs more readily 
from apex of two planes than from 
a flat surface. Note that there are 16 
apexes (where two planes meet 

all the same distance from the cen 
ter electrode. Normal heat and spark 
erosion are spread around the entire 
circle and around the whole 
circumference of the larger center 
electrode 


Actually 1700 Firing Points 
or-more, our engineers now tell us 
because the spark actually 
‘chooses’’ the most favorable single 
point on the top, bottom or side of 
any outer electrode! This is one 
reason why Life-Time Spark Plugs do 
not foul or miss, waste gas or power 
under heat and high compression 
This spectacular spark plug research 
break-through (the first revolutionary 
improvement in 50 years) allows us 
to include this unique and unprece 
dented warranty with every set of 
plugs. WE GUARANTEE GREATER GAS 
MILEAGE GREATER ACCELERATION 

A MAJOR POWER INCREASE f 
your money back! 


—__.__ set (S) (registered) of LIFE-TIME 











